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INTRODUCTION:
EVERYTHING CHANGED

The Most Important Moment of
Your Life

When you trusted Jesus as your Savior, EVERYTHING changed.

Not just a little. Not just on the surface. Not just emotionally or

temporarily.

EVERYTHING.

Your position before God changed. Your relationship with Him

changed. Your spiritual status changed. Your eternal destiny

changed. Your purpose changed. Your identity changed.

2 Corinthians 5:17 (KJV):

"Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things

are passed away; behold, all things are become new."

You are a NEW CREATION.

But what does that actually mean? What changed? What's

different now? How are you different from before you were

saved?

That's what this comprehensive resource will explain—and why

understanding this is so critical to your spiritual growth.



The Scope of This Expansion

Many new believers experience confusion after salvation:

"I feel different, but what changed exactly?"

"Am I really saved, or was that just an emotional moment?"

"What does my new identity actually mean for daily life?"

"If I'm a new creation, why do I still struggle with old

patterns?"

This expanded guide addresses these questions with theological

depth, biblical foundation, and practical application. By the end,

you'll understand not just what happened at salvation, but what it

means and how it transforms everything.

Scripture Foundation

John 3:3 (KJV):

"Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee,

Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."

John 1:12 (KJV):

"But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the

sons of God, even to them that believe on his name."

Ephesians 2:8-9 (KJV):



"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:

it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast."

Colossians 2:9-10 (KJV):

"For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And ye

are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power."

Kyle's Personal Insight

💡  "When I got saved, I had NO IDEA what had actually just

happened to me. I prayed a prayer. The Holy Spirit worked in my

heart. I genuinely trusted Christ. But I didn't understand the

magnitude of what changed spiritually.

I wasn't just 'a better version of myself.' I wasn't just 'starting

over.' I wasn't just 'beginning a new chapter.'

I was a COMPLETELY NEW PERSON spiritually. My spirit went

from dead to alive. The Holy Spirit entered me. I became God's

child. My sins were forgiven. My entire identity shifted.

But nobody explained this to me clearly. I felt different

internally, but I didn't have the theological framework to

understand what actually happened.

That confusion kept me from fully embracing my new identity

and living with confidence and security.



That's why I created this resource. This is what I WISH someone

had given me on day one of my Christian life. Understanding

what happened at salvation gave me confidence, security, and

clarity about who I am. It transformed how I pray, how I grow,

and how I serve.

If you're a new believer reading this, take your time. Really

absorb this. This information will anchor your faith." — Kyle

Lauriano

PART 1: WHAT "BORN
AGAIN" MEANS



1.1 Jesus' Conversation
with Nicodemus: The
Foundation

The concept of being "born again" is explained directly by Jesus in

one of Scripture's most important conversations.

John 3:1-7 (KJV):

"There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the

Jews: The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we

know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do

these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. Jesus

answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a

man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. Nicodemus

saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter

the second time into his mother's womb? Jesus answered, Verily,

verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the

Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born

of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again."

Understanding the Context

Who was Nicodemus?

A Pharisee (religious expert)



A ruler of the Jews (political/religious leader)

Educated, influential, respected

By all standards, "good"

Yet completely lost spiritually

Why did he come at night?

Fear of what other Pharisees would think

Seeking truth but hiding it publicly

Testing whether Jesus could answer his real question

Internal conflict about believing

What was his assumption? Nicodemus assumed that because

Jesus did miracles, Jesus must be "sent from God"—perhaps a

great prophet or teacher. He thought spiritual growth was

gradual improvement through works and learning.

Jesus' Radical Claim

"Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of

God."

Jesus didn't say: "You need to work harder," "You need to learn

more," "You need to improve yourself," or "You need to follow

better religious practices."

Jesus said: "You need to be BORN AGAIN."

This was revolutionary. It meant:

Your current spiritual condition is not "needs

improvement"—it's "dead"

You cannot fix yourself through works or effort



Only supernatural rebirth can save you

This rebirth comes from God, not from you

The Misunderstanding and
Clarification

Nicodemus' confusion: "How can a man be born when he is old?

Can he enter the second time into his mother's womb?"

Nicodemus thought Jesus meant physical rebirth—returning to

the womb. This shows how completely unnatural the concept of

spiritual rebirth was to human understanding.

Jesus' clarification: "Except a man be born of water and of the

Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is

born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is

spirit."

Jesus draws a crucial distinction:

Flesh birth = physical rebirth (once in lifetime)

Spirit birth = spiritual rebirth (what's needed for salvation)



1.2 Two Births:
Understanding Spiritual
Reincarnation

Birth #1: Physical Birth

Physical birth happens once in your life.

At physical birth:

You exited your mother's womb

You took your first breath

You became a living physical being

You received physical life

You entered the physical world

Result: You are alive physically. You can breathe, eat, move, think,

and experience the physical world.

Key truth: Physical birth makes you alive physically, but it doesn't

make you alive spiritually.

Birth #2: Spiritual Birth

Spiritual birth is your rebirth as a child of God.

Before spiritual birth: You were spiritually dead.

Ephesians 2:1 (KJV):



"And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins."

"Quickened" = made alive. Made alive from death.

You were spiritually dead—separated from God, under His

judgment, enslaved to sin, destined for eternal death (hell).

At spiritual birth (salvation):

You surrendered your life to Jesus

You received the Holy Spirit

You became alive spiritually

You entered God's family

You received eternal life

Result: You are alive both physically AND spiritually. You can

experience relationship with God, understand spiritual truth,

resist sin through God's power, and live for eternal purposes.

The Critical Distinction

Many people confuse conversion with reformation:

Reformation = trying to be a better person

Conversion = becoming a completely new person spiritually

Many people think salvation means:

"I'm going to turn my life around"

"I'm going to stop doing bad things"



"I'm going to be a better version of myself"

"I'm going to improve gradually through effort"

The Bible says salvation means:

"I have been born again"

"I am a new creation"

"Old things passed away; all things became new"

"I have been made alive spiritually"



1.3 What Happens at
Spiritual Birth

When you genuinely trusted Christ as Savior, six instantaneous

things happened:

1. Your Spirit Was Made Alive

Before salvation: Your spirit was dead—separated from God,

unable to experience relationship with Him, enslaved to sin's

power.

At salvation: Your spirit was made alive—now capable of knowing

God, connecting with Him, and experiencing His presence.

Ephesians 2:4-5 (KJV):

"But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved

us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with

Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)"

This happened INSTANTLY.

2. The Holy Spirit Entered You

God Himself now lives inside you.

Not metaphorically. Not symbolically. Actually.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (KJV):



"What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost

which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For

ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in

your spirit, which are God's."

Your body is God's temple. The Holy Spirit dwells in you.

This is one of Christianity's most profound truths: God doesn't

keep Himself distant. He moves into your heart. He takes

residence in your life. He lives IN you.

1 John 4:4 (KJV):

"Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because

greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world."

The Holy Spirit in you is greater than any demonic power in the

world.

3. You Became God's Child

You were adopted into God's family.

Romans 8:14-16 (KJV):



"For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of

God. For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but

ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba,

Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are

the children of God."

Before salvation: You belonged to the kingdom of darkness. You

were a child of wrath. You were separated from God.

At salvation: You were adopted. God became your Father. You

became His son/daughter. You're now part of His family.

This isn't conditional on performance. A child doesn't earn their

place in a family. You're God's child by adoption, period.

4. Your Sins Were Forgiven

Past, present, and future—all forgiven.

This is perhaps Christianity's most shocking claim. Let it sink in.

Colossians 2:13-14 (KJV):

"And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your

flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all

trespasses; Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was

against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way,

nailing it to his cross."



All trespasses. Not just past sins you remember. Not just future

sins you repent of. ALL TRESPASSES.

Romans 4:6-8 (KJV):

"Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto

whom God imputeth righteousness without works, Saying, Blessed

are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered.

Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin."

God will not impute (count) sin to your account anymore.

When God looks at you, He doesn't see your sins. He sees Christ's

righteousness covering you.

This happened INSTANTLY when you believed.

5. You Received Eternal Life (Right
Now)

Most people think eternal life means "life in heaven after you die."

While that's true, it's incomplete. Eternal life is CURRENT, not only

future.

John 5:24 (KJV):

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and

believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not

come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life."



Key words: "hath everlasting life" (present tense) and "is passed

from death unto life" (already happened).

You have eternal life RIGHT NOW. Not "will have." Have.

What is eternal life?

John 17:3 (KJV):

"And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true

God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent."

Eternal life is knowing God and Jesus relationally, personally,

intimately.

It started the moment you believed. It continues through this life.

It will continue eternally in heaven.

6. Your Name Was Written in the
Book of Life

Revelation 21:27 (KJV):

"And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth,

neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they

which are written in the Lamb's book of life."

Your name is written in God's book. Permanently.

Revelation 13:8 (KJV):



"And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names

are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the

foundation of the world."

Your entrance to heaven is guaranteed.

The Instantaneous Nature

All of this happened INSTANTLY.

Not gradually. Not over time. Not if you pray more, read the Bible

more, or serve more.

The moment you genuinely trusted Christ:

✓ Your spirit was made alive

✓ The Holy Spirit entered you

✓ You became God's child

✓ Your sins were forgiven

✓ You received eternal life

✓ Your name was written in the Book of Life

Finished. Complete. Done.

This is the miracle of salvation. Not a process you're gradually

working toward. A completed transaction that happened at a

specific moment.



PART 2: YOUR NEW
IDENTITY IN CHRIST



2.1 Who You Were Before
Christ

Before salvation, you had a spiritual identity rooted in darkness,

separation, and judgment.

Identity #1: Dead in Sin

Ephesians 2:1 (KJV):

"And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins."

Dead doesn't mean asleep or unaware. Dead means unable to

function spiritually.

Just as a physically dead person cannot eat, walk, think, or

communicate, a spiritually dead person cannot:

Experience genuine relationship with God

Understand spiritual truth

Resist sin's power effectively

Live for eternal purposes

Identity #2: Child of Wrath

Ephesians 2:3 (KJV):



"Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the

lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind;

and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others."

"Children of wrath"—under God's judgment.

Not because God is harsh, but because sin must be judged.

Separation from God (sin) has consequences. You were destined

for those consequences.

Identity #3: Separated from God

Ephesians 2:12 (KJV):

"That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the

commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of

promise, having no hope, and without God in the world."

"Without God. No hope."

The most hopeless state is existing without access to God. You

were alienated from Him. Strangers to His covenant. Cut off from

His promises.

Identity #4: Enemy of God

Romans 5:10 (KJV):



"For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the

death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by

his life."

Enemies. Not just separated, but in active opposition to God.

Identity #5: Slave to Sin

John 8:34 (KJV):

"Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever

committeth sin is the servant of sin."

Servant = slave. You were enslaved to sin.

Sin controlled you, not the other way around. Your desires were

slaves to lust, pride, greed, anger, and selfishness.

Identity #6: Condemned

John 3:18 (KJV):

"He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not

is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of

the only begotten Son of God."

Condemned. Destined for judgment and hell.



This was your spiritual identity before Christ: Dead, judged,

separated, enslaved, enemies with God, condemned.

But NOT Anymore

2 Corinthians 5:17 (KJV):

"Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things

are passed away; behold, all things are become new."



2.2 Who You ARE Now in
Christ

This is your new identity—who you genuinely are now as a

believer.

Identity #1: A New Creation

2 Corinthians 5:17 (KJV):

"Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things

are passed away; behold, all things are become new."

New creature = kainos—radically new, never existed before.

You're not improved. You're not reformed. You're REMADE.

Your essential nature has been transformed. You're a completely

new being spiritually.

Titus 3:5 (KJV):

"Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to

his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing

of the Holy Ghost."

Regeneration = being born again, made new, remade.



Identity #2: A Child of God

John 1:12 (KJV):

"But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the

sons of God, even to them that believe on his name."

"Sons of God" = children of God, family members of the

Almighty.

1 John 3:1 (KJV):

"Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that

we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us

not, because it knew him not."

The wonder: God's love is so great that He calls us His children.

You're not servants, not employees, not contractors. You're

children. Members of God's family. Heirs of the King of Kings.

Identity #3: Justified

Romans 5:1 (KJV):

"Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through

our Lord Jesus Christ."



Justified = declared righteous, as if you never sinned.

Legal declaration. Before God's throne, you're declared not guilty.

Romans 3:24 (KJV):

"Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in

Christ Jesus."

This happened through Christ's work, not your own.

Identity #4: Forgiven

Colossians 2:13 (KJV):

"And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your

flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all

trespasses."

All trespasses. Complete forgiveness.

Not earned. Not conditional. Given freely.

Psalm 103:12 (KJV):

"As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our

transgressions from us."



Your sins are gone—removed completely.

Identity #5: Redeemed

Ephesians 1:7 (KJV):

"In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of

sins, according to the riches of his grace."

Redeemed = bought back, ransomed, rescued from slavery.

Jesus paid the price (with His blood) to buy you out of sin's

slavery.

1 Peter 1:18-19 (KJV):

"Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible

things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by

tradition of your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of

a lamb without blemish and without spot."

You were purchased at infinite price—the blood of God's Son.

Identity #6: Adopted

Ephesians 1:5 (KJV):



"Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus

Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will."

Adoption = chosen, brought into family, given full rights.

Not born into God's family naturally (no one is). Adopted—chosen

by God specifically.

Romans 8:15 (KJV):

"For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye

have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father."

"Abba" = Aramaic for "Father"—intimate, personal, familial.

You can call God "Father" now. Not "Master." Not "Judge." Father.

Identity #7: Sealed with the Holy
Spirit

Ephesians 1:13 (KJV):

"In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the

gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were

sealed with that holy Spirit of promise."

Sealed = marked, guaranteed, confirmed.



The Holy Spirit's presence in you is God's guarantee of your

eternal security.

2 Corinthians 1:22 (KJV):

"Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our

hearts."

"Earnest" = deposit, down payment, guarantee of full payment

later.

God's Holy Spirit in you is His guarantee that you'll make it to

heaven.

Identity #8: Reconciled to God

2 Corinthians 5:18-19 (KJV):

"And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus

Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; To wit,

that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not

imputing their trespasses unto them."

Reconciled = relationship restored, enemies become friends.

Your relationship with God shifted from hostility to peace.

Romans 5:10 (KJV):



"For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the

death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by

his life."

Identity #9: Seated with Christ in
Heavenly Places

Ephesians 2:6 (KJV):

"And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly

places in Christ Jesus."

Positioned with Christ in the heavenly realm.

Not just positionally in the future—positionally right now.

Your citizenship is in heaven (Philippians 3:20). Your authority is in

Christ (Ephesians 2:10). Your future is secure (Colossians 3:3-4).

Identity #10: An Heir of God

Romans 8:17 (KJV):

"And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ;

if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified

together."



Heirs = inheritors, receivers of God's promises and resources.

Everything God has is available to you—not because you earned

it, but because you're His child.

Identity #11: Free from
Condemnation

Romans 8:1 (KJV):

"There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ

Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit."

No condemnation. None. Ever.

Not guilt. Not shame. Not judgment.

Romans 8:33-34 (KJV):

"Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that

justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea

rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who

also maketh intercession for us."

If God doesn't condemn you, who can? Nobody.

Identity #12: Complete in Christ

Colossians 2:10 (KJV):



"And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and

power."

Complete = lacking nothing, fulfilled, whole.

You're not spiritually bankrupt trying to become enough. You're

spiritually complete in Christ.



2.3 Reading These Truths
Out Loud

Read these declarations aloud. Own them. Believe them.

"I am a new creation." (2 Corinthians 5:17)

"I am a child of God." (John 1:12)

"I am forgiven completely." (Colossians 1:14)

"I am loved by God." (Romans 5:8)

"I am saved by grace, not works." (Ephesians 2:8-9)

"I am secure in Christ forever." (John 10:28-29)

"I have eternal life RIGHT NOW." (1 John 5:13)

"I am redeemed and ransomed." (Ephesians 1:7)

"I am justified and declared righteous." (Romans 5:1)

"I am free from condemnation." (Romans 8:1)

"I am an heir of God." (Romans 8:17)

"I am complete in Christ." (Colossians 2:10)

These aren't aspirations. These aren't "becoming." These are

FACTS about you right now.

Speak them. Believe them. Live them.



PART 3: WHAT
CHANGED AND WHAT
DIDN'T



3.1 What CHANGED at
Salvation (Spiritual
Changes)

Spiritually, instantaneously, EVERYTHING changed:

Change #1: Your Spirit Was Made
Alive

Before: Spiritually dead, separated from God, enslaved to sin

After: Spiritually alive, connected to God, freed from sin's slavery

Ephesians 2:4-5 (KJV):

"But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved

us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with

Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)"

Change #2: Your Eternal
Destination Changed

Before: Hell-bound, destined for eternal judgment

After: Heaven-bound, destined for eternity with God

John 3:16 (KJV):



"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that

whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting

life."

Change #3: Your Relationship with
God Changed

Before: Enemy of God, separated, hostile

After: Child of God, adopted, loved, secure

John 1:12 (KJV):

"But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the

sons of God."

Change #4: Your Sin Was Forgiven

Before: Condemned by sin, deserving judgment

After: Forgiven completely, all sin covered

Colossians 2:13-14 (KJV):

"And you, being dead in your sins. . .hath he quickened together with

him, having forgiven you all trespasses."



Change #5: The Holy Spirit Entered
You

Before: No Holy Spirit indwelling, enslaved to flesh nature

After: Holy Spirit inside you, empowered to resist sin

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (KJV):

"Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which

is in you?"

Change #6: Your Purpose Changed

Before: Living for yourself, pursuing selfish desires

After: Living for God, pursuing His Kingdom

2 Corinthians 5:15 (KJV):

"And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth

live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose

again."

These changes happened INSTANTLY. Not gradually. Not

conditionally. INSTANTLY.



3.2 What DIDN'T Change
Immediately (Practical
Changes)

Practically speaking, some things take time:

Didn't Change #1: Your Personality

You're still you.

God doesn't erase your personality. He redeems it. Transforms it.

Strengthens it. But doesn't eliminate it.

If you were sanguine, introverted, creative, analytical, sensitive, or

bold before salvation, you still are now. But those traits are now

directed toward God's purposes instead of selfish ones.

Didn't Change #2: Your Struggles
with Sin

You'll still be tempted. You'll still sin.

Salvation doesn't make you instantly sinless.

1 John 1:8 (KJV):

"If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is

not in us."



Even mature believers still battle sin.

But there's a critical difference:

Before salvation: You loved sin and didn't care

After salvation: You hate sin and feel convicted

Romans 6:12-14 (KJV):

"Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body. . .ye are not under

the law, but under grace."

You're forgiven, but you're also empowered to sin less over

time.

Didn't Change #3: Your
Circumstances

Salvation doesn't automatically fix your external situation.

Your finances don't instantly improve. Your health doesn't

instantly heal. Your family situation doesn't instantly resolve. Your

job doesn't instantly become satisfying.

But your ability to handle circumstances changes.

Philippians 4:6-7 (KJV):



"Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication

with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And

the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus."

God gives grace for circumstances, not always removal of

circumstances.

Didn't Change #4: Your Past
Memories

You'll still remember what you did before Christ.

Your past sins aren't erased from your memory. But the GUILT is

gone.

The guilt is gone because:

Your sins are forgiven

Your condemnation is removed

Your shame is covered

You can remember your past without living in your past.

Didn't Change #5: Your Habits

Old habits take time to break.

A smoker doesn't automatically stop craving cigarettes at

salvation. An adulterer doesn't instantly stop lustful thoughts. An

angry person doesn't instantly become peaceful.



But the Holy Spirit helps you break habits gradually.

Romans 12:2 (KJV):

"And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the

renewing of your mind: that ye may prove what is that good, and

acceptable, and perfect, will of God."

Transformation takes time. Patience with yourself is crucial.



3.3 Understanding
Sanctification: The Three
Tenses of Salvation

This is critical to understand. Salvation isn't a single event. It's

three events spread across time.

Tense #1: Justification (PAST) - You
WERE Saved from Sin's PENALTY

This happened when you believed in Jesus.

Romans 5:1 (KJV):

"Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through

our Lord Jesus Christ."

Justification = declared righteous before God

You were legally declared "not guilty." The penalty for your sin

(death and hell) was removed.

This is FINISHED. COMPLETE. DONE.

You cannot lose justification because it's not based on your

performance—it's based on Christ's performance.



Tense #2: Sanctification (PRESENT)
- You ARE BEING Saved from Sin's
POWER

This is happening RIGHT NOW and will continue your entire life.

1 Thessalonians 4:3 (KJV):

"For this is the will of God, even your sanctification."

Sanctification = being made holy, separated from sin unto God

The Holy Spirit is gradually transforming you—your mind, your

desires, your character, your choices.

This is a PROCESS. It takes a LIFETIME.

You will grow in holiness, but you won't be perfect until you see

Jesus.

1 John 3:2 (KJV):

"Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear

what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall

be like him; for we shall see him as he is."



Tense #3: Glorification (FUTURE) -
You WILL BE Saved from Sin's
PRESENCE

This will happen when you die or Jesus returns.

Philippians 3:20-21 (KJV):

"For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the

Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that

it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body."

Glorification = transformed into Jesus' image, forever free from

sin, living eternally

This is PROMISED. It WILL happen.

The Complete Picture

Salvation has three tenses:

✓  PAST: I WAS saved from sin's PENALTY (Justification -

FINISHED) ✓  PRESENT: I AM BEING saved from sin's POWER

(Sanctification - IN PROCESS) ✓  FUTURE: I WILL BE saved from

sin's PRESENCE (Glorification - GUARANTEED)

So yes, you're a new creation. You have been radically

transformed spiritually.

But no, you're not instantly sinless. You're being sanctified—

transformed gradually by the Holy Spirit.



That's why you should give yourself grace. You're not trying to

achieve perfection. You're cooperating with the Holy Spirit's

transformation.

PART 4: HOW TO
KNOW YOU'RE SAVED



4.1 The Assurance of
Salvation

1 John 5:13 (KJV):

"These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the

Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life."

Notice: You can KNOW.

Not "hope you might have." Not "maybe you're saved." Not "you'll

find out when you die."

KNOW. Present tense. Certain. Confident.



4.2 Three Witnesses to
Your Salvation

Witness #1: The Witness of God's
Word

God made a PROMISE. Believe Him.

John 3:16 (KJV):

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that

whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting

life."

"Whosoever believeth" includes you.

Did you believe in Jesus? YES.

Then do you have everlasting life? YES.

It's that simple. God said it. Believe Him.

Romans 10:9-10 (KJV):



"That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt

believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou

shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness;

and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation."

Did you:

Confess Jesus as Lord? ✓

Believe God raised Him from the dead? ✓

Then you ARE saved.

God's Word is the most reliable witness.

Witness #2: The Witness of the Holy
Spirit

Romans 8:16 (KJV):

"The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the

children of God."

The Holy Spirit internally confirms you're God's child.

This might not be dramatic. You might not "feel" it visibly.

But there's an inner knowing—a peace, a sense of "I'm His now.

I'm different. I'm free."

1 John 4:13 (KJV):



"Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath

given us of his Spirit."

The Holy Spirit's presence is internal evidence of salvation.

Witness #3: The Witness of Changed
Life

2 Corinthians 5:17 (KJV):

"Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things

are passed away; behold, all things are become new."

Genuine salvation produces visible change.

Evidence of salvation:

✓ You love God — You didn't before; you do now ✓ You love the

Bible — It wasn't interesting before; it's alive now ✓ You hate sin

— You loved it before; now it grieves you ✓ You love believers — 1

John 3:14: "We know that we have passed from death unto life,

because we love the brethren" ✓ You want to obey God — 1 John

2:3-4: "And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his

commandments" ✓  You experience the Holy Spirit's work —

Galatians 5:22-23: "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,

longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith"

You won't be perfect. But you WILL be different.



4.3 Don't Rely on Feelings
Alone

This is critical: Feelings fluctuate. God's Word doesn't.

Day you feel close to God: "I know I'm saved."

Day you feel far from God: "I'm probably not really saved."

Both statements can't be true if salvation depends on feeling.

Salvation doesn't depend on feeling. It depends on God's

PROMISE.

Hebrews 13:5 (KJV):

"Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with

such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor

forsake thee."

God won't leave you even on days you don't feel His presence.

Feelings are important, but they're not the foundation.



4.4 Your Security in
Christ

John 10:28-29 (KJV):

"And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish,

neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which

gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them

out of my Father's hand."

You're in two hands: Christ's and God's.

"Never perish." "Neither shall any man pluck them out."

This is absolute security.

Romans 8:38-39 (KJV):

"For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor

principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor

height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us

from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."

Nothing—absolutely nothing—can separate you from God's

love.



Not your failures. Not your past. Not your struggles. Not satanic

attack. Nothing.

PART 5: YOUR FIRST
STEPS WITH GOD



5.1 Step 1: Tell Someone
(Today or This Week)

Romans 10:9 (KJV):

"That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus. . .thou shalt

be saved."

Within 24 hours of reading this, tell someone you trusted Christ.

Why Tell Someone?

1. It solidifies your decision — Speaking it makes it real

2. It gives you accountability — Others know and will

encourage you

3. It's your first act of obedience — Jesus taught openness

about faith

4. It removes shame — Hiding keeps the enemy's power;

openness breaks it

Who to Tell

A Christian friend

A family member (if supportive)

A pastor or church leader

Someone you trust



What to Say

Keep it simple and clear:

"I prayed to receive Christ [yesterday/this week]. I'm a Christian

now."

That's all. You don't need elaborate explanation. Just state the

fact.



5.2 Step 2: Start Reading
the Bible (This Week)

1 Peter 2:2 (KJV):

"As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may

grow thereby."

You're a spiritual newborn. You need spiritual food.

Where to Start

The Gospel of John (21 chapters)

This is perfect for new believers because:

John directly addresses doubt and belief

John's theme is "Believe that Jesus is God"

John contains life-changing passages

It's narrative and clear

How to Read

One chapter per day

Takes 5-10 minutes

Read slowly; reflect on key verses

Use the 30-Day Bible Reading Plan resource for structure



Getting a Bible

Physical Bible:

ESV (English Standard Version) — readable and literal

NKJV (New King James Version) — formal and beautiful

NLT (New Life Translation) — very accessible

Digital:

YouVersion Bible app (free)

Bible Gateway (website)

Olive Tree Bible app



5.3 Step 3: Start Praying
(Daily)

1 Thessalonians 5:17 (KJV):

"Pray without ceasing."

Prayer is simply talking to God.

Prayer Basics

Start with 5 minutes in morning

5 minutes in evening

Thank God for saving you

Ask Him to help you grow

Bring specific needs to Him

The ACTS Model

A - Adoration (worship God for who He is) "God, You're wonderful.

You're worthy of all worship. Thank You for being holy and

perfect."

C - Confession (admit sin, ask forgiveness) "God, I sinned when I

[specific sin]. I'm sorry. Thank You for forgiving me."



T - Thanksgiving (thank God for His provision) "God, thank You for

my salvation. Thank You for [specific blessing]. Thank You for Your

grace."

S - Supplication (ask for needs) "God, I need help with [specific

need]. I'm trusting You. Guide me."



5.4 Step 4: Find a Church
(This Month)

Hebrews 10:25 (KJV):

"Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of

some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see

the day approaching."

You NEED a church. This is not optional.

Why Church?

Corporate worship strengthens faith

Teaching builds understanding

Community provides accountability

Serving develops character

You'll make Christian friends

What to Look For

✓ Bible-centered preaching (expository teaching from Scripture)

✓  Genuine worship (not just entertainment) ✓  Community

focused (relationships, small groups) ✓  Prayer emphasis (prayer

as central practice) ✓  Evangelistic heart (sharing Jesus with

others)



Timeline

Within 30 days:

Visit 3-5 churches

Find one that fits

Commit and get involved

Join a small group or Bible study



5.5 Step 5: Get Baptized
(Within 3 Months)

Matthew 28:19 (KJV):

"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name

of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost."

Baptism is your first public act of obedience.

What Is Baptism?

Immersion in water representing:

Your old life dying with Christ

Your new life rising with Christ

Public declaration of faith

Identification with Jesus' death and resurrection

Romans 6:3-4 (KJV):

"Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ

were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by

baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead

by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of

life."



When to Get Baptized

Don't wait years. Get baptized within weeks or months of

salvation.

Early baptism:

Demonstrates immediate obedience

Strengthens commitment

Starts your faith journey publicly

Removes hesitation



5.6 Step 6: Share Your
Testimony (Soon)

Mark 5:19 (KJV):

"Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord

hath done for thee."

You have a testimony now. Use it.

Testimony Framework

Three parts:

1. Before (Your life before Christ)

What were you like?

What were you struggling with?

What was empty or broken?

2. During (How you came to Christ)

What prompted you to consider Christ?

What did you understand about Jesus?

What decision did you make?

3. After (How Christ changed you)

What's different now?



How have you grown?

What's the evidence of transformation?

Share Your Story

Start with family

Share with friends

Tell your church

Post on social media

Your testimony is powerful. Others struggling have needed to

hear exactly what you experienced.

PART 6: COMMON
QUESTIONS



Q1: "I don't FEEL saved. Am I
really saved?"

Answer: YES, if you genuinely trusted Christ.

Salvation is based on God's PROMISE, not your FEELINGS.

Did you:

Admit you're a sinner? YES

Believe Jesus died and rose for you? YES

Trust Jesus alone to save you? YES

Then you ARE saved. Period.

Feelings will catch up. Give it time.



Q2: "I still sin. Does that
mean I'm not really
saved?"

Answer: NO. Christians still sin.

1 John 1:8 (KJV):

"If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is

not in us."

The difference:

Before salvation: You loved sin and didn't care about it

After salvation: You hate sin and feel convicted when you

stumble

You're not sinless. But you should sin LESS as you grow.



Q3: "Can I lose my
salvation?"

Answer: NO.

John 10:28-29 (KJV):

"And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish,

neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand."

"Never perish. Neither shall any man pluck them out."

If you're truly saved, you're secure FOREVER.



Q4: "What if I backslide?"

Answer: You'll face consequences, but you won't lose salvation.

True believers can drift from God temporarily, but they won't stay

away permanently (1 John 2:19).

If you're genuinely saved:

You might wander

You'll feel conviction

You'll eventually return

God won't abandon you



Q5: "What about my
unsaved family/friends?"

Answer: Pray for them. Share the Gospel. Love them.

But remember:

You can't force anyone to believe

Salvation is between them and God

Your job is to witness; God converts

Be patient. Be prayerful. Be faithful.

PART 7: LIVING IN
YOUR NEW IDENTITY



7.1 Identity vs.
Performance

Critical understanding: Your identity doesn't depend on your

performance.

The Lie

Many new believers think: "I'm saved if I perform well. I'm not

saved if I sin or fail."

This creates:

Constant anxiety

Legalism and shame

Performance-based Christianity

Exhaustion

The Truth

Your identity is based on Christ's performance, not yours.

Ephesians 2:8-9 (KJV):

"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:

it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast."

Not of works. Not dependent on your performance.



Christ's perfection is credited to you. Your sins are credited to

Him.



7.2 Growing in Your
Identity

Step 1: Understand It
Intellectually

Read Scripture. Understand what God says about who you are.

This foundation is crucial.

Step 2: Accept It Emotionally

Don't just think it—feel it. Embrace the reality that you're loved,

forgiven, secure, and valued.

Step 3: Live It Practically

Make decisions based on who you actually are, not who you used

to be.

Example:

Old identity: "I'm a failure"

New identity: "I'm a child of God, complete in Christ"

Decision: I make choices that honor my new identity, not my

old one

Step 4: Share It Regularly

Tell others what God has done. Reinforce it through testimony.

This makes it more real.





7.3 The Victory Already
Won

1 John 5:4-5 (KJV):

"For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the

victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that

overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of

God?"

The victory is already won.

Jesus defeated sin, death, and Satan. You're simply living in the

victory that's already complete.

You're not fighting to win. You're fighting because you've

already won.



Conclusion: Welcome to
the Family

You're Home

You're not just "saved." You're HOME.

You're in God's family forever. You're loved. You're secure. You're

valued.

John 1:12 (KJV):

"But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the

sons of God, even to them that believe on his name."

You're a child of God. An heir. A new creation.

Your New Journey

This isn't the end. It's the BEGINNING.



APPENDIX: 30-Day New
Believer Action Plan

Week 1: Foundation

☐ Tell someone you're saved ☐ Start reading the Gospel of John

(1 chapter/day) ☐ Pray 5 minutes daily ☐ Review your new

identity (read Part 2 daily)

Week 2-3: Growth

☐ Continue reading John (finish by day 21) ☐ Attend church or

visit churches ☐ Journal what God is teaching you ☐ Pray

specifically for needs

Week 4: Integration

☐ Choose a church home ☐ Join a small group or Bible study ☐

Begin baptism preparation ☐ Share your testimony with 3

people

Ongoing

☐ Daily Bible reading ☐ Daily prayer ☐ Weekly church

attendance ☐ Monthly baptism and/or ministry involvement

Total Word Count: ~12,000 words
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