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PART I — INTRODUCTION: YOUR FIRST MONTH IN GOD’S WORD

Welcome to Your Bible Reading Journey

Congratulations on taking this critical first step!

Beginning a Bible reading practice as a new believer is one of the most important decisions you’ll make in your
Christian journey. You’re about to encounter the living God through His Word—and your life will never be the
same.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (KJV):

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good
works.”

This isn’t a textbook. This is God communicating directly with you through Scripture. The Bible is alive and active,
sharper than any two-edged sword (Hebrews 4:12), and capable of transforming every aspect of your life.

How This Expanded Plan Works

Each day includes multiple components designed to deepen your engagement with Scripture:

Reading Component:

•  One chapter (or portion) to read (takes 5–10 minutes)

•  Key verses highlighted and emphasized

•  Context about the passage’s significance

Reflection Component:

•  Three-tier reflection questions (basic understanding, deeper insight, personal application)

•  Cross-references connecting to related passages

•  Historical/cultural context when helpful

Response Component:

•  Prayer prompts you can personalize

•  Journaling space with guided prompts

•  Application suggestions for practical living

Accountability Component:

•  Daily checkbox to track completion

•  Weekly review section to consolidate learning

•  Monthly reflection guide

Total time commitment: 15–25 minutes per day.
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Why This Structure Works for New Believers

Most new believers struggle with three challenges:

Challenge 1: Understanding What They’re Reading

Solution: Each day includes the key verses clearly identified, with simplified explanations. You won’t be lost trying
to figure out what’s important.

Challenge 2: Not Knowing How to Apply It

Solution: Application prompts help you translate ancient Scripture into modern life. Christianity isn’t just
intellectual assent—it’s practical transformation.

Challenge 3: Inconsistent Practice

Solution: Daily checkboxes, weekly reviews, and accountability structures create momentum and habit formation.

Why Start with John?

The Gospel of John is strategically positioned first for new believers:

Written for Belief

John 20:31 explicitly states:

“These are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye
might have life through his name.”

John isn’t trying to convince you Jesus existed—it’s trying to convince you Jesus is God and that believing brings
salvation.

Focuses on Jesus’ Identity

While Matthew emphasizes Jesus as King, Mark as Servant, and Luke as Man, John emphasizes Jesus as God.
As a new believer, understanding who Jesus is forms the foundation for everything else.

Contains Transformative Teachings

John contains the most famous passages: “God so loved the world,” “born again,” “I am the way, the truth, and the
life,” “living water.” These aren’t dry doctrinal statements—they’re life-altering truths.

Clear Narrative Arc

The Gospel of John tells a coherent story: Jesus’ identity is revealed through His words and works, culminating in
the crucifixion, resurrection, and commission.

Tips for Maximum Success

Tip 1: Establish a Consistent Time

•  Morning is ideal (you start your day encountering God)

•  Same time builds habit (habit removes decision-making)

•  Before meals/coffee/social media is strategic
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Tip 2: Find a Distraction-Free Space

•  Silence (or soft worship music) is ideal

•  Phone in another room (or completely silent/off)

•  Small corner or consistent location establishes ritual

Tip 3: Pray Before Reading

Simple prayer: “God, speak to me today. Open my mind to understand Your Word. Transform me through what
You want me to learn.” This positions you receptively rather than analytically.

Tip 4: Read Slowly and Reflectively

•  Don’t rush to finish

•  Re-read verses that stand out

•  Say sentences aloud (engages more of your brain)

•  Let verses sink in rather than moving mechanically

Tip 5: Engage with the Journal Prompts

•  Writing activates deeper thinking than just reading

•  Your journal becomes a record of God’s work in your life

•  Future reflection on past entries shows spiritual growth

Tip 6: Don’t Skip Days; Don’t Quit

•  If you miss a day, simply resume the next day (don’t try to catch up—that discourages you)

•  The first 7 days are hardest; by day 14 it becomes natural

•  By day 30, you’ll crave this daily practice

Kyle’s Personal Insight

“Here’s the truth: the first 30 days are genuinely hard. Your brain isn’t wired for this yet. You’ll feel
resistance. You’ll think ‘I don’t understand this’ or ‘I’m too tired’ or ‘I’ll do it tomorrow.’ Every excuse will
feel legitimate. DON’T believe them. Push through. By day 7, resistance lessens. By day 14,
momentum builds. By day 30, you won’t want to stop.”

“I started reading my Bible the day I got saved, and honestly, those first few weeks felt like an
obligation. But I committed to 30 days. And somewhere around day 15, something shifted. I stopped
reading at God and started experiencing God through His Word. Verses jumped off the page. The Holy
Spirit began illuminating things I’d never seen. My entire life began transforming.”

“If you’re reading this discouraged, feeling like you can’t do this, let me say it clearly: you can. And it will
change everything. God’s Word doesn’t return void. It accomplishes what it’s sent to do. Just show up
every day. Let God do the work. Your job is just to read, reflect, and remain open. Trust me on this: 30
days changes everything. — Kyle”

Understanding Your Study Bible Elements
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Reading Versions

This plan uses the King James Version (KJV) for formal Scripture quotations because:

•  Its formal language captures the weight and majesty of God’s Word

•  It remains closest to original language structure

•  New believers develop respect for Scripture through formal presentation

However, use whatever translation helps you understand best:

•  ESV (English Standard Version): Literal yet readable

•  NKJV (New King James Version): KJV updated

•  NIV (New International Version): Thought-for-thought translation

•  NASB (New American Standard Bible): Very literal

Having multiple versions available helps—reading the same passage in different versions often clarifies meaning.

Reflection Question Tiers

Each day includes three types of questions:

Tier 1: Observation Questions (understand what the text says): What is happening in this passage? Who is
speaking? What is the main point?

Tier 2: Interpretation Questions (understand what it means): Why is this significant? What does this tell us about
God, Jesus, or how to live? How does this connect to God’s larger story?

Tier 3: Application Questions (understand how to live it): What does this mean for my life today? How should
this change how I think, feel, or act? What specific decision or action does this prompt?

Cross-References Explained

Cross-references show where related ideas appear elsewhere in Scripture. These help you:

•  Build complete understanding (seeing the same truth from multiple angles)

•  Develop biblical framework (seeing how truths interconnect)

•  Verify understanding (confirming interpretation through other passages)

When you see a cross-reference like [See also: Matthew 3:16; Mark 1:9-11], it means: “This same event or similar
principle is discussed in these other passages—reading them too will enrich your understanding.”

Journaling Space Purpose

The journaling space isn’t busywork. It serves multiple purposes:

•  Engagement: Writing forces your brain to process more deeply than just reading.

•  Retention: What you write you’re more likely to remember.

•  Record: Your journal becomes a spiritual memoir—proof of God’s work in your life.

•  Reflection: Later, reviewing what you wrote shows spiritual growth and patterns of God’s guidance.

•  Prayer Bridge: Journaling transitions reading into personal response.
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PART II — WEEK 1: WHO IS JESUS?

DAY 1: John 1 — In the Beginning Was the Word

Today’s Reading

John 1:1-51 (Full Chapter)

Key Passages

Passage 1: John 1:1-2

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in
the beginning with God.”

Passage 2: John 1:14

“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”

Passage 3: John 1:12

“But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on his name.”

Context & Significance

John opens with a theological explosion. “The Word” (Greek: Logos) is Jesus—but John establishes Him as
pre-eternal, co-existent with God, and actually God.

This opening directly confronts a major question: Who is Jesus, really?

The Jewish Expectation: Many Jews expected a political messiah—a military leader who would overthrow
Rome.

John’s Claim: Jesus is God in human form. He existed before creation. He IS God.

The Incarnation: Verse 14 announces the incarnation—God becoming human. This is Christianity’s central claim
and distinguishes Christianity from every other religion.

Tier 1: Observation Questions

•  What is “the Word” according to verse 1? Answer: The Word is God, co-existent with God, and divine.

•  According to verse 14, what happened to the Word? Answer: The Word became flesh (human) and lived
among us.

•  According to verse 12, what happens to those who receive Jesus? Answer: They receive the right/power to
become God’s children.

Tier 2: Interpretation Questions

•  Why does John call Jesus “the Word” rather than using His name? Significance: In Greek philosophy,
“Logos” (Word) represented divine reason/order. John’s audience would grasp that he’s claiming Jesus is
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divine wisdom/order incarnate.

•  What does verse 1 reveal about Jesus’ nature? (Is He created? Is He God? Is He separate from God?)
Deep meaning: The verse establishes Jesus is eternal (always existed), relational (with God), and identical (is
God). Three descriptions of His divine nature.

•  How does becoming flesh (verse 14) show both Jesus’ divinity AND His humility? Significance: Only God
could become human. Only perfect love would choose to. Jesus’ incarnation demonstrates both supreme
power and supreme humility.

Tier 3: Application Questions

•  If Jesus is God, how should that change how you approach Him? Application: Not as a moral teacher or
good example, but as God. Worship, not admiration. Surrender, not selection of His best ideas.

•  If “as many as received him…gave he power to become the sons of God,” what does “receiving” Jesus
mean practically? Action: Receiving isn’t passive. It’s active acceptance, trust, and allegiance. Where in your
life do you need to more fully “receive” Jesus’ authority?

•  According to verse 12, what becomes true about you if you believe in Jesus’ name? Personal truth: You
have the right/power to be God’s child. Write: “I am God’s child.”

Cross-References

Related passages that expand understanding:

•  Colossians 1:15-17 — Jesus as the image of the invisible God

•  Hebrews 1:1-3 — The Son as the radiance of God’s glory

•  Philippians 2:5-11 — The incarnation and humiliation of God’s Son

•  1 Timothy 3:16 — The incarnation: “God manifest in the flesh”

Prayer Prompt

“Jesus, I’m beginning to understand You’re not just a good man or a moral teacher. You’re God
Himself. That’s overwhelming and wonderful. Help me grasp that You—God—became human. You
lived among us. You died for me. Give me faith to fully receive You and become Your child. Transform
my understanding of who You are.”

Journaling Prompts

“What stood out to me today:”

•  What verse or phrase seemed to jump off the page?

•  What surprised you about Jesus?

•  What confused you (it’s okay if something did)?

“How this changes my understanding of Jesus:”

•  Before reading, how did you think of Jesus?

•  How has this passage challenged or deepened your view?

•  What do you need to believe more fully?

“How I’ll apply this today:”
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•  One way I can act like Jesus is God (not just a good teacher)

•  One person I need to tell about Jesus being God

•  One area where I need to more fully “receive” Jesus

Extended Reflection

Understanding the Word’s Identity:

In Verse 1, John makes three claims about “the Word” (Jesus):

•  “The Word was with God” — Distinguishes Jesus from God (they’re separate beings)

•  “The Word was God” — Identifies Jesus as God (they’re one in nature/being)

•  “The same was in the beginning with God” — Jesus always existed (He’s not created)

These verses answer the question definitively: Jesus is God, eternally existing, and personally distinct from
the Father yet sharing divine nature.

Why This Matters:

If Jesus is just a man, He’s an interesting historical figure but not savior. If Jesus is God, then His death has infinite
value (God’s sacrifice for humanity). If Jesus is God, then His claim “I am the way, the truth, and the life” is
ultimate authority.

Daily Checkpoint

•  [ ] I read John 1 fully

•  [ ] I answered reflection questions

•  [ ] I journaled my thoughts

•  [ ] I prayed the prayer prompt

•  [ ] I’m prepared to discuss one key insight tomorrow

DAY 2: John 2 — Jesus’ First Miracle

Today’s Reading

John 2:1-25 (Full Chapter)

Key Passages

Passage 1: John 2:11

“This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his
disciples believed on him.”

Passage 2: John 2:16-17

“And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father’s house an house
of merchandise. And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten
me up.”

Context & Significance
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Day 2 shows Jesus performing His first recorded miracle and revealing His righteous authority.

The Wedding at Cana: Jesus turns water into wine. Seemingly simple, profoundly significant. Water to wine isn’t
survival necessity—it’s abundance, celebration, blessing.

The Temple Cleansing: Jesus confronts corruption in God’s house with righteous anger. The temple merchants
had commercialized worship, turning a place of prayer into a marketplace.

These stories establish Jesus as both Provider (abundance) and Purifier (righteousness).

Tier 1: Observation Questions

•  What was the problem at the wedding, and how did Jesus solve it? Answer: They ran out of wine; Jesus
turned water to wine.

•  How much wine did Jesus make? Answer: About 150 gallons (six water pots, each holding about 25
gallons).

•  What was happening in the temple that Jesus opposed? Answer: Money-changers and merchants selling
sacrificial animals were commercializing worship.

Tier 2: Interpretation Questions

•  Why did John include the miracle of turning water to wine as Jesus’ “first sign”? Significance: Signs
demonstrate Jesus’ power and reveal His character. Wine represents abundance, joy, and blessing. Jesus
transforms ordinary into extraordinary.

•  What does Jesus’ righteous anger at the temple reveal about His character? Insight: Jesus isn’t gentle
passivity personified. He has righteous anger against corruption. He cares deeply about honoring God’s
purposes.

•  What does verse 11 mean: “his disciples believed on him”? Deeper meaning: The miracle produced belief.
Signs strengthen faith. Jesus uses miracles to develop disciples’ trust.

Tier 3: Application Questions

•  Where in your life does Jesus need to transform “water into wine”—turning ordinary situations into
blessings? Reflection: What area feels empty, ordinary, or lacking? Ask Jesus to abundantly bless it.

•  Where have you compromised spiritual things for commercial/worldly purposes? Self-examination: Do you
pursue Jesus for what He gives you (blessings) rather than who He is? Do you “sell doves” in your spiritual
house (compromise truth for comfort)?

•  How should Jesus’ passionate care for God’s honor affect how you live? Application: If Jesus is zealous for
God’s honor, shouldn’t you be too? What in your life honors or dishonors God?

Cross-References

•  Mark 11:15-17 — Parallel account of temple cleansing

•  Matthew 21:12-13 — Another account with additional details

•  Isaiah 56:7 — “My house shall be called the house of prayer”

•  Exodus 12:21-28 — Original Passover (why animals were sold)

Prayer Prompt
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“Jesus, You have power over creation itself. You turned water to wine. You also care deeply about
purity and honor in worship. Help me see You not as gentle teacher alone, but as powerful God and
righteous judge. Transform the empty places in my life. Make me zealous for God’s honor in my own
heart.”

Journaling Prompts

“What area of my life needs Jesus’ transforming power?”

•  Where do you feel like your spiritual “wine” has run out?

•  Where do you need abundance instead of scarcity?

“Where have I compromised spiritual integrity for worldly benefit?”

•  Honest self-assessment without shame

•  What would Jesus’ “temple cleansing” look like in your heart?

Daily Checkpoint

•  [ ] I read John 2 fully

•  [ ] I completed reflection questions

•  [ ] I journaled honestly

•  [ ] I identified one area needing transformation

DAY 3: John 3 — You Must Be Born Again

Today’s Reading

John 3:1-36 (Full Chapter)

Key Passages

Passage 1: John 3:3

“Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God.”

Passage 2: John 3:16

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

Passage 3: John 3:36

“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life;
but the wrath of God abideth on him.”

Context & Significance

This is Christianity’s most crucial chapter for new believers.

Nicodemus was a Pharisee (religious leader), educated, moral, influential. By human standards, he was “good.”
Yet Jesus told him he must be “born again.”
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This confronts every assumption: You cannot earn God’s favor through morality. You must be born again
(spiritually reborn).

“Born Again” means a radical spiritual transformation. Not reformation (improving yourself) but regeneration
(becoming new).

Tier 1: Observation Questions

•  Who was Nicodemus, and why did he come to Jesus at night? Answer: A Pharisee and teacher of Israel
who came secretly (likely fearing other Pharisees’ reaction).

•  What does Jesus say is necessary to “see the kingdom of God”? Answer: Being born again (experiencing
spiritual rebirth).

•  According to verse 16, why did God send Jesus? Answer: So that whoever believes wouldn’t perish but
have everlasting life.

Tier 2: Interpretation Questions

•  Why did Nicodemus misunderstand “born again” as physical rebirth? Insight: He was thinking naturally;
Jesus was speaking spiritually. This shows the contrast between natural thinking and spiritual truth.

•  What does it mean to be “born of the Spirit”? Theological meaning: The Holy Spirit transforms you spiritually,
giving you new spiritual life, new nature, new capacity to know God.

•  How does verse 16 explain salvation? Key truth: God’s motivation is love. God’s provision is Jesus.
Salvation’s requirement is belief. Salvation’s reward is eternal life.

Tier 3: Application Questions

•  Have you been “born again”? Can you identify when spiritual rebirth happened (or is happening)? Personal:
This is Christianity’s fundamental question. Not “Are you religious?” but “Are you born again?”

•  What does “everlasting life” mean to you—not just eternally, but starting now? Deep: Everlasting life is both
future (eternity with God) and present (transformed relationship with God today).

•  If God loves you this much (verse 16), how should that affect how you love others? Living it: God’s sacrificial
love for you should remake how you love others.

Cross-References

•  Titus 3:5 — “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us”

•  1 Peter 1:23 — “Born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible”

•  Romans 6:3-9 — Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection

•  2 Corinthians 5:17 — “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature”

Prayer Prompt

“God, I’m beginning to understand that being good isn’t enough. I need to be born again. I need
spiritual transformation, not just moral improvement. If I haven’t fully surrendered to Jesus and
experienced rebirth, I do now. Transform me completely. I believe that Jesus died and rose for me. I
receive His life. Thank You for loving me this much.”

Journaling Prompts
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“My understanding of what ‘born again’ means:”

•  It’s not reformation, it’s regeneration

•  It’s Holy Spirit power, not human effort

•  It’s spiritual birth into new life

“My story of being born again (or my commitment to be):”

•  When did/will this happen?

•  What evidence shows new spiritual life?

•  What is changing/will change?

Daily Checkpoint

•  [ ] I read John 3 completely

•  [ ] I understand “born again” means spiritual rebirth

•  [ ] I’ve personally received/affirmed my spiritual rebirth

•  [ ] I’ve journaled my story or commitment

DAY 4: John 4 — The Woman at the Well

Today’s Reading

John 4:1-54 (Full Chapter)

Key Passages

Passage 1: John 4:13-14

“Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: But whosoever
drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in
him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.”

Passage 2: John 4:24

“God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.”

Context & Significance

This passage reveals Jesus’ incredible compassion and transforming power.

The Samaritan woman was:

•  Samaritan (Jews despised Samaritans)

•  Female (unusual for Jesus to speak alone with women)

•  Living in sin (five husbands, currently living with a man not her husband)

•  Socially outcast (drawing water at noon when others wouldn’t be present)

Jesus broke every social barrier to reach her. This demonstrates His revolutionary love transcends ethnicity,
gender, social status, and moral history.
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Tier 1: Observation Questions

•  Why was it scandalous for Jesus to speak with the Samaritan woman? Answer: Jews avoided Samaritans;
rabbis didn’t speak alone with women; she was morally compromised.

•  What was the woman’s spiritual need (beyond physical water)? Answer: Her five marriages and current
situation showed deep relational/spiritual brokenness; she needed Jesus, not a sixth relationship.

•  What did Jesus reveal to her about Himself? Answer: He revealed He knew her entire history; He offered
living water; He identified Himself as the Messiah.

Tier 2: Interpretation Questions

•  What does “living water” represent? Spiritual meaning: Eternal life, the Holy Spirit’s transforming power,
spiritual satisfaction that never ends.

•  Why did Jesus offer living water to someone society rejected? Theological: Jesus didn’t come for the
righteous but for sinners. Love reaches the broken, not the successfully maintained.

•  What does verse 24 mean: “worship in spirit and in truth”? Deeper meaning: Worship isn’t
location-dependent (Jerusalem temple vs. Samaritan mountain). It’s internal (spirit) and honest (truth). God
seeks authentic worshippers, not ritual performers.

Tier 3: Application Questions

•  Where are you trying to satisfy soul-thirst with “broken cisterns” instead of Jesus? Reflection: Relationships,
success, pleasure, approval—what are you drinking from that leaves you thirsty?

•  How does Jesus’ treatment of the Samaritan woman challenge your attitudes toward outcast people?
Conviction: Does Jesus’ radical inclusion of the broken and rejected challenge who you include/exclude?

•  How can you worship God “in spirit and in truth” in your daily life? Application: Beyond Sunday church, how
do you worship authentically?

Cross-References

•  Psalm 42:1-2 — “As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee”

•  Isaiah 55:1 — “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters”

•  Revelation 21:6 — “I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life”

Prayer Prompt

“Jesus, thank You for pursuing me with love like You pursued the woman at the well. Thank You for
seeing past my brokenness and offering me living water. Help me stop trying to quench my thirst with
things that leave me empty. Fill me with Your Spirit. Make me an authentic worshipper of God in spirit
and in truth.”

Journaling Prompts

“What ‘broken cisterns’ am I drinking from?”

•  Where do I look for satisfaction outside of Jesus?

•  What leaves me still thirsty?

“How does Jesus’ radical love challenge me?”



THE KING IS COMING MINISTRY kylelauriano.comSKEPTIC SEEKER ●BELIEVER● DISCIPLE WITNESS

STAGE: BELIEVER 30 DAYS IN GOD'S WORD — A BIBLE READING PLAN FOR NEW BELIEVERS

Real Testimonies. Radical Transformations. 15 kylelauriano.com

•  How should I treat people Jesus would reach?

DAY 5: John 5 — Jesus Heals & Claims Divine Authority

Today’s Reading

John 5:1-47 (Full Chapter)

Key Passages

Passage 1: John 5:24

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.”

Passage 2: John 5:39

“Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.”

Context & Significance

Jesus heals on the Sabbath, violating Jewish law (no work on Sabbath). The religious leaders condemned Him,
but Jesus made an astonishing claim: He has authority equal to God’s.

This chapter escalates tension between Jesus and religious leadership while showing Jesus’ authority over law,
sickness, and death itself.

Tier 1: Observation Questions

•  What was Jesus’ response when criticized for healing on the Sabbath? Answer: He claimed divine authority
equal to God the Father’s.

•  According to verse 24, what happens when you believe in Jesus? Answer: You have everlasting life and
pass from death to life immediately (not just in future).

•  What does verse 39 say Scripture does? Answer: Scripture testifies about Jesus.

Tier 2: Interpretation Questions

•  Why did healing someone on the Sabbath upset the religious leaders? Context: They prioritized law-keeping
over compassion. Jesus showed that mercy supersedes ritual.

•  What does verse 24 mean by “passed from death unto life”? Significant: Not just future eternal life, but
present spiritual transformation. You move from spiritual death (separation from God) to spiritual life
(connection with God) when you believe.

•  How does verse 39 connect Scripture to Jesus? Revelation: The Hebrew Scripture (what we call Old
Testament) points to Jesus. Everything—the law, the prophets, the history—testifies about Jesus.

Tier 3: Application Questions

•  Do you read Scripture looking for rules to follow, or looking for Jesus? Reflection: The Bible’s purpose isn’t
moral improvement but revealing Jesus.

•  How does knowing you’ve “passed from death unto life” change how you approach each day? Living: You’re
not just going to heaven; you’re alive spiritually now.
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Daily Checkpoint

•  [ ] Read John 5 fully

•  [ ] Understand Jesus’ divine authority

•  [ ] Recognize Scripture points to Jesus

DAY 6: John 6 — The Bread of Life

Today’s Reading

John 6:1-71 (Full Chapter)

Key Passages

Passage 1: John 6:35

“And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that
believeth on me shall never thirst.”

Passage 2: John 6:37

“All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.”

Context & Significance

Jesus feeds 5,000 miraculously, then uses the miracle to teach about Himself as spiritual sustenance.

The “Bread of Life” discourse establishes that Jesus satisfies spiritual hunger permanently, while all other
sustenance is temporary.

Verse 37 provides extraordinary comfort: Jesus will never reject anyone who comes to Him. “In no wise cast
out” means absolutely never, under no circumstance.

Tier 1: Observation Questions

•  What miracle did Jesus perform, and what does it reveal about His power? Answer: Fed 5,000 with five
loaves and two fishes. Shows abundance provision and divine power.

•  What does Jesus say about those who come to Him? Answer: He will absolutely not cast them out.

Tier 2: Interpretation Questions

•  Why is Jesus “the Bread of Life” more valuable than physical bread? Significance: Physical bread satisfies
temporarily; Jesus satisfies eternally and spiritually.

•  What does verse 37 mean for someone worried Jesus might reject them? Assurance: It’s impossible for
Jesus to reject someone who comes to Him. No matter your past, Jesus won’t cast you out.

Tier 3: Application Questions

•  Where are you spiritually hungry? How can Jesus be your sustenance? Reflection: Not just what physical
nourishment you need, but what spiritual feeding you need from Jesus.

•  Do you struggle believing Jesus won’t reject you? What would it mean to fully trust verse 37? Faith: To
embrace that Jesus will never cast you out changes everything.
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Daily Checkpoint

•  [ ] Read John 6

•  [ ] Meditate on verses 35 and 37

•  [ ] Journal about spiritual hunger and Jesus’ rejection-proof acceptance

DAY 7: John 7 — Divisions Over Jesus

Today’s Reading

John 7:1-53 (Full Chapter)

Key Passages

Passage 1: John 7:16-17

“Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me. If any man will do his
will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.”

Passage 2: John 7:38

“He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.”

Context & Significance

Jesus’ teaching divides people. Some believe; some reject. This is inevitable when God’s truth encounters human
resistance.

Verse 17 provides the secret to spiritual understanding: Do God’s will, and you’ll know the doctrine.
Understanding requires obedience, not just intellectual assent.

Reflection Questions

Tier 1:

•  Why did people divide over Jesus?

•  What happened to those who wanted to arrest Jesus?

Tier 2:

•  What does verse 17 say about knowing God’s truth?

•  What are “rivers of living water”?

Tier 3:

•  Where do you resist Jesus’ truth?

•  How will you choose to believe despite opposition?

Daily Checkpoint

•  [ ] Read John 7

•  [ ] Understand Jesus divides people

•  [ ] Commit to obedience to know God’s truth
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PART III — WEEK 2: JESUS’ TEACHINGS & MIRACLES

DAY 8: John 8 — The Light of the World

Today’s Reading

John 8:1-59 (Full Chapter)

Key Passages

Passage 1: John 8:12

“Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.”

Passage 2: John 8:32

“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

Passage 3: John 8:58

“Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Before Abraham was, I am.”

Context & Significance

This passage contains the story of the woman caught in adultery (verses 3-11) and Jesus’ direct claims to divinity.

Jesus is “the Light” that exposes darkness and guides those who follow.

“The truth” makes you “free”—not free from all consequences, but free from sin’s slavery, free from condemnation,
free from spiritual death.

Verse 58 contains the divine name “I AM” (God’s name from Exodus). Jesus directly claims to be God.

Comprehensive Questions

Observation:

•  What did the religious leaders want to do to the woman? What did Jesus do?

•  What does Jesus say light does to darkness?

Interpretation:

•  Why did Jesus show mercy to the woman instead of condemning her?

•  What does “I am” mean in verse 58 (connect to Exodus 3:14)?

Application:

•  Where are you walking in darkness instead of following Jesus’ light?

•  What truth do you need to set you free?

Daily Checkpoint

•  [ ] Read John 8
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•  [ ] Recognize Jesus as Light and Truth

•  [ ] Journal about areas needing Jesus’ light and freedom

DAY 9: John 9 — The Blind Man Healed

Today’s Reading

John 9:1-41 (Full Chapter)

Key Passages

Passage 1: John 9:3

“Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be
made manifest in him.”

Passage 2: John 9:39

“And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not might see; and that
they which see might be made blind.”

Context & Significance

This miracle teaches that suffering isn’t always punishment—sometimes it’s opportunity for God’s glory to be
displayed.

The blind man’s faith grows throughout the chapter. He starts calling Jesus “the man” (verse 11), progresses to “a
prophet” (verse 17), and concludes “if this man were not of God, he could do nothing” (verse 33).

The supposedly “seeing” (religious leaders) were actually spiritually blind, unable to recognize God standing
before them.

Questions

Observation:

•  How did Jesus heal the blind man?

•  How did the blind man’s understanding of Jesus grow?

Interpretation:

•  Why was the man born blind (verse 3)?

•  Who were the truly blind in this story?

Application:

•  Where are you spiritually blind?

•  How is your faith growing in seeing Jesus clearly?

Daily Checkpoint

•  [ ] Read John 9

•  [ ] Understand physical healing as spiritual teaching
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•  [ ] Identify areas of spiritual blindness in yourself

DAY 10: John 10 — The Good Shepherd

Today’s Reading

John 10:1-42 (Full Chapter)

Key Passages

Passage 1: John 10:11

“I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.”

Passage 2: John 10:27-28

“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: And I give unto them eternal life; and
they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.”

Context & Significance

This passage provides deep assurance for believers.

Jesus as Shepherd provides care, guidance, and protection. More importantly, He dies for the sheep.

Verses 27-28 promise:

•  Recognition (sheep know the Shepherd’s voice)

•  Relationship (Shepherd knows the sheep)

•  Eternity (everlasting life, never perish)

•  Security (no one can snatch them away)

This passage directly addresses fear of losing salvation. Jesus explicitly says His sheep “shall never perish” and
“neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.”

Questions

Observation:

•  What distinguishes a good shepherd from a hired hand?

•  According to verse 28, can you lose your salvation?

Interpretation:

•  Why does the good shepherd die for the sheep?

•  What gives sheep security in the shepherd’s hand?

Application:

•  Do you experience Jesus as your caring shepherd?

•  How does knowing you can’t be snatched from Jesus’ hand affect your peace?

Daily Checkpoint
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•  [ ] Read John 10

•  [ ] Embrace Jesus as your Good Shepherd

•  [ ] Find security in verse 28

DAY 11: John 11 — Lazarus Raised from the Dead

Today’s Reading

John 11:1-57 (Full Chapter)

Key Passages

Passage 1: John 11:25-26

“Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead,
yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?”

Passage 2: John 11:35

“Jesus wept.”

Context & Significance

This is Christianity’s most powerful proof of Jesus’ authority over death.

Lazarus had been dead four days. Not unconscious, not comatose, but dead. The stench of decay would have
been evident. Yet Jesus commanded him to “Come forth,” and Lazarus walked out alive.

Verse 35 shows Jesus’ profound humanity. He wept. He grieved. Yet He possessed power over death itself.

Verses 25-26 answer death’s ultimate terror: Jesus is both “the resurrection” (He’ll raise us) and “the life” (He IS
life itself).

Questions

Observation:

•  Why did Jesus wait to go to Lazarus?

•  What was Jesus’ emotional response?

Interpretation:

•  Why did Jesus raise Lazarus, knowing it would increase opposition leading to His own death?

•  What does “I am the resurrection and the life” mean?

Application:

•  What death or impossible situation do you need Jesus to resurrect?

•  How does Jesus’ power over death affect your faith?

Daily Checkpoint

•  [ ] Read John 11

•  [ ] Grasp Jesus’ authority over death
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•  [ ] Trust Jesus with your “dead” situations

DAY 12: John 12 — The Triumphal Entry & Grain of Wheat

Today’s Reading

John 12:1-50 (Full Chapter)

Key Passages

Passage 1: John 12:24

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if
it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.”

Passage 2: John 12:32

“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.”

Context & Significance

Jesus enters Jerusalem as King (the triumphal entry). Crowds celebrate with palm branches and shouts of
“Hosanna” (Save us).

But Jesus knew what lay ahead—not earthly kingdom, but death.

Verse 24 explains death’s purpose: A single grain of wheat that doesn’t fall to the ground remains alone and
unfruitful. But if it dies (is planted), it produces much fruit.

Jesus’ death would not be defeat but seed-planting producing spiritual harvest.

Verse 32 reveals that Jesus’ crucifixion (“lifted up”) would draw people to salvation.

Questions

Observation:

•  How did people greet Jesus at His entry?

•  What does a grain of wheat do to produce fruit?

Interpretation:

•  How does Jesus’ death connect to spiritual fruit production?

•  How does Jesus’ crucifixion “draw all men unto me”?

Application:

•  What must “die” in your life to produce spiritual fruit?

•  How does Jesus’ self-sacrifice challenge your commitment?

Daily Checkpoint

•  [ ] Read John 12

•  [ ] Understand death’s role in fruit production
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•  [ ] Identify what needs to die in you

DAY 13: John 13 — Washing Feet & The New Commandment

Today’s Reading

John 13:1-38 (Full Chapter)

Key Passages

Passage 1: John 13:14-15

“If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I
have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.”

Passage 2: John 13:34-35

“A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love
one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”

Context & Significance

Jesus washed His disciples’ feet—a task reserved for servants. This radical act demonstrated servant leadership.

He commanded them (and us) to do the same. Not literally washing feet necessarily, but serving others with
humility and love.

Verse 34-35 reveals that believers are identified not by doctrine or performance but by love for one another. “By
this shall all men know that ye are my disciples” — by your love.

This is Jesus’ defining mark of authentic Christianity: love for believers.

Questions

Observation:

•  What did Jesus do, and why was it unusual?

•  What’s the new commandment?

Interpretation:

•  Why does Jesus serve His disciples?

•  How will the world know believers are Christ’s disciples?

Application:

•  How can you “wash feet”—serve others humbly?

•  Who needs to experience your sacrificial love?

Daily Checkpoint

•  [ ] Read John 13

•  [ ] Embrace servant leadership

•  [ ] Commit to loving other believers
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DAY 14: John 14 — The Way, The Truth, and The Life

Today’s Reading

John 14:1-31 (Full Chapter)

Key Passages

Passage 1: John 14:1

“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.”

Passage 2: John 14:6

“Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”

Passage 3: John 14:16-17

“And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for
ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth
him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.”

Context & Significance

Jesus has just predicted His betrayal, arrest, and death. The disciples are confused and terrified.

Jesus comforts them: Don’t be troubled. Believe in me.

Then He makes one of Christianity’s most exclusive and controversial claims: He is THE way (only way), THE
truth (only truth), and THE life (only life) to the Father.

In a pluralistic world, this seems narrow. But Jesus makes clear: salvation comes only through Him. Not through
good works, not through other religions, not through human effort—only through Jesus.

Then Jesus promises the Holy Spirit (“another Comforter”) to dwell in believers.

Questions

Observation:

•  Why were the disciples troubled?

•  How many ways to the Father does Jesus describe?

Interpretation:

•  What does it mean Jesus is “the way, the truth, and the life”?

•  Who is the Comforter that Jesus promises?

Application:

•  Do you experience Jesus as your comforter in troubled times?

•  How do you respond to Jesus’ exclusive claim?

Daily Checkpoint
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•  [ ] Read John 14

•  [ ] Understand Jesus as the only way

•  [ ] Receive comfort from the Holy Spirit promise
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PART IV — WEEK 3: JESUS’ FINAL TEACHINGS & RESURRECTION

DAY 15: John 15 — The Vine and the Branches

Today’s Reading

John 15:1-27 (Full Chapter)

Key Passages

Passage 1: John 15:5

“I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.”

Passage 2: John 15:9

“As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love.”

Passage 3: John 15:16

“Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth
fruit, and that your fruit should remain.”

Context & Significance

This passage explains the Christian life’s fundamental dynamic.

Abiding (remaining, connecting) in Jesus is not optional—it’s essential. Apart from Jesus, believers can
accomplish nothing spiritually significant.

Branches produce fruit only when connected to the vine. The sap flows from root through trunk into branches,
producing fruit. Separated from the vine, branches wither and die.

Similarly, believers produce spiritual fruit only through intimate connection with Jesus.

Verse 16 is powerfully encouraging: You didn’t choose Jesus; Jesus chose you. Your fruitfulness isn’t your
achievement—it’s Jesus choosing and ordaining you.

Questions

Observation:

•  What’s the relationship between vine and branches?

•  What produces fruit?

Interpretation:

•  What does it mean to “abide” in Jesus?

•  What happens to branches that don’t remain connected?

Application:

•  How do you abide/remain in Jesus daily?
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•  What spiritual fruit is Jesus producing in you?

Daily Checkpoint

•  [ ] Read John 15

•  [ ] Understand abiding’s necessity

•  [ ] Identify fruit Jesus is producing in you

DAY 16: John 16 — The Holy Spirit’s Work

Today’s Reading

John 16:1-33 (Full Chapter)

Key Passages

Passage 1: John 16:13

“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: and he will shew you
things to come.”

Passage 2: John 16:33

“These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have
tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.”

Context & Significance

Jesus prepares disciples for His departure by explaining the Holy Spirit’s specific roles.

The Holy Spirit:

•  Convicts the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment (verse 8)

•  Guides believers into all truth (verse 13)

•  Shows things to come (verse 13)

•  Glorifies Jesus (verse 14)

Jesus promises tribulation (suffering, trouble) in the world. He doesn’t promise comfortable Christianity. But He
promises His presence, peace, and His victory over the world.

The world’s opposition cannot defeat believers because Jesus has already overcome the world.

Questions

Observation:

•  What does the Spirit of truth do?

•  What does Jesus promise about life in the world?

Interpretation:

•  How does the Holy Spirit guide believers?

•  What’s the basis for peace despite tribulation?
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Application:

•  Where do you need the Spirit’s guidance?

•  How does Jesus’ victory encourage you facing opposition?

Daily Checkpoint

•  [ ] Read John 16

•  [ ] Understand the Holy Spirit’s guidance

•  [ ] Find peace in Jesus’ victory

DAY 17: John 17 — Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer

Today’s Reading

John 17:1-26 (Full Chapter)

Key Passages

Passage 1: John 17:3

“And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast
sent.”

Passage 2: John 17:20

“Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word.”

Context & Significance

This prayer shows Jesus before His crucifixion, praying for His disciples and for all future believers—including
YOU.

Eternal life isn’t just endless existence in heaven. It’s knowing God and Jesus relationally, personally,
intimately.

Jesus explicitly prayed for believers who would come to faith through His disciples’ testimony. That includes
everyone who has believed through Scripture and gospel proclamation.

You are specifically mentioned in this prayer! Jesus prayed for your protection, sanctification, and unity with other
believers.

Questions

Observation:

•  What is eternal life according to verse 3?

•  Who did Jesus pray for in verse 20?

Interpretation:

•  Why does Jesus equate eternal life with knowing God?

•  What does it mean to be included in Jesus’ prayer?
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Application:

•  How deeply do you know God and Jesus?

•  How does Jesus’ intercession for you affect your faith?

Daily Checkpoint

•  [ ] Read John 17

•  [ ] Grasp that Jesus prayed for you

•  [ ] Commit to knowing God deeper

DAY 18: John 18 — Jesus’ Arrest and Trial

Today’s Reading

John 18:1-40 (Full Chapter)

Key Passages

Passage 1: John 18:36

“Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my
servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.”

Passage 2: John 18:37

“Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To
this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth.”

Context & Significance

Jesus is arrested. Instead of resisting or calling angels to rescue Him, Jesus submits willingly.

His kingdom isn’t political or military. It’s spiritual and eternal.

Jesus’ purpose is bearing witness to truth—not defending Himself, not establishing earthly power, but testifying to
God’s truth about redemption.

Peter denies even knowing Jesus. This shows believers’ weakness without Jesus’ strength.

Questions

Observation:

•  How did Jesus respond to arrest?

•  What did Peter do, and why does it matter?

Interpretation:

•  What kind of kingdom does Jesus have?

•  Why did Jesus submit to arrest?

Application:
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•  Where are you tempted to deny Jesus?

•  How should you testify to truth?

Daily Checkpoint

•  [ ] Read John 18

•  [ ] Understand Jesus’ willing submission

•  [ ] Identify areas where you need boldness

DAY 19: John 19 — The Crucifixion

Today’s Reading

John 19:1-42 (Full Chapter)

Key Passages

Passage 1: John 19:30

“When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and
gave up the ghost.”

Passage 2: John 19:34

“But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water.”

Context & Significance

This is Christianity’s central event. Jesus dies on the cross.

“It is finished” means the work of salvation is complete. Nothing more needs to be added. The price has been
paid. The sacrifice is made.

The blood and water signify physical death and the Holy Spirit’s presence. Jesus wasn’t pretending; He genuinely
died.

His death satisfies God’s justice, removes condemnation, and opens the way to salvation.

Questions

Observation:

•  What happened on the cross?

•  What was Jesus’ last statement?

Interpretation:

•  What does “It is finished” mean for salvation?

•  Why was Jesus’ death necessary?

Application:

•  How should Jesus’ death change how you live?

•  What gratitude do you have for the cross?
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Daily Checkpoint

•  [ ] Read John 19

•  [ ] Meditate on Jesus’ sacrifice

•  [ ] Journal about your response to the cross

DAY 20: John 20 — The Resurrection

Today’s Reading

John 20:1-31 (Full Chapter)

Key Passages

Passage 1: John 20:30-31

“And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this
book: But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that
believing ye might have life through his name.”

Context & Significance

Jesus rises from the dead on the third day. The resurrection proves Jesus is God and validates everything He
claimed.

Death couldn’t hold Him. The stone was rolled away. The grave was empty. Jesus appeared to the disciples, to
Mary Magdalene, and to Thomas (who doubted, then believed).

Verse 30-31 reveals the Gospel of John’s entire purpose: These accounts were written so that you might believe
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and believing, have life through His name.

This is the book’s grand finale. Everything points here.

Questions

Observation:

•  What happened after Jesus’ death?

•  How did disciples respond to the resurrection?

Interpretation:

•  Why is the resurrection so important?

•  What does Jesus’ resurrection prove?

Application:

•  Do you believe Jesus rose from the dead?

•  What difference does the resurrection make for you?

Daily Checkpoint

•  [ ] Read John 20
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•  [ ] Celebrate the resurrection

•  [ ] Commit to living resurrection reality

DAY 21: John 21 — Jesus Restores Peter

Today’s Reading

John 21:1-25 (Full Chapter)

Key Passages

Passage 1: John 21:15-17

“So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than
these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs.
He saith unto him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea,
Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. He saith unto him the third time,
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time,
Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee.
Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep.”

Context & Significance

Peter denied Jesus three times. Now Jesus asks, “Do you love me?” three times. Each time, after Peter affirms his
love, Jesus commissions: “Feed my lambs/sheep.”

This shows Jesus’ restoration of Peter after failure. Peter’s denial isn’t the end of his story; it’s not the measure of
his value. Jesus restores him to leadership.

This gives enormous hope: If Jesus could restore Peter after three denials, He can restore us after our failures.

Questions

Observation:

•  How many times did Jesus ask about love?

•  What was Jesus’ response to Peter’s affirmations?

Interpretation:

•  Why did Jesus ask three times (matching Peter’s three denials)?

•  What does commissioning Peter show about failure and restoration?

Application:

•  Where have you failed Jesus?

•  How does His restoration of Peter encourage your restoration?

Daily Checkpoint

•  [ ] Read John 21

•  [ ] Experience Jesus’ restoration
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•  [ ] Journal about your hope in His grace
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PART V — WEEK 4: PRACTICAL CHRISTIAN LIVING (JAMES)

DAY 22: James 1 — Faith Tested, Wisdom Gained

Today’s Reading

James 1:1-27 (Full Chapter)

Key Passages

Passage 1: James 1:2-4

“My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of your
faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire,
wanting nothing.”

Passage 2: James 1:5-6

“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it
shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering.”

Passage 3: James 1:22-24

“But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. For if any be a hearer of
the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: For he beholdeth
himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he is.”

Context & Significance

James transitions from John’s theological majesty to practical living. James is Christianity lived out.

Trials aren’t punishment; they’re opportunities for faith growth. Each trial develops patience and maturity.

God gives wisdom generously to those who ask in faith. No shame, no judgment—just generous provision.

Verse 22-24 draws a stark contrast: Hearing without doing is like looking in a mirror and immediately forgetting
what you saw. You see the truth but fail to respond. Scripture’s purpose is transformation, not information.

Questions

Observation:

•  How should believers respond to trials?

•  Where does wisdom come from?

Interpretation:

•  How do trials work patience?

•  What’s the difference between hearing and doing?

Application:

•  How can you rejoice in current trials?
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•  What changes when you become a “doer” of God’s Word?

Daily Checkpoint

•  [ ] Read James 1

•  [ ] Identify a trial to rejoice in

•  [ ] Ask God for wisdom

DAY 23: James 2 — Faith and Works

Today’s Reading

James 2:1-26 (Full Chapter)

Key Passages

Passage 1: James 2:26

“For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.”

Passage 2: James 2:14-17

“What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save
him? If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, And one of you say unto them, Depart
in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to
the body; what doth it profit? Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.”

Context & Significance

James addresses discrimination (showing favoritism to wealthy over poor) and the vital connection between faith
and works.

This doesn’t contradict Paul’s “faith alone” doctrine. Rather, it completes it. True faith produces works. If someone
claims faith but produces no good works, their faith is questionable.

Verse 26 is clear: Dead faith looks like a dead body. A body without spirit is a corpse, not a person. Similarly, faith
without works is dead, not alive.

Real faith in Jesus produces real change in how you treat people, spend money, use time, and serve others.

Questions

Observation:

•  What example of dead faith does James give?

•  What’s the relationship between faith and works?

Interpretation:

•  How does faith produce works?

•  Is James contradicting Paul on “faith alone”?

Application:
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•  What works is your faith producing?

•  Who needs your faith-driven action?

Daily Checkpoint

•  [ ] Read James 2

•  [ ] Examine your faith’s fruit

•  [ ] Commit to faith-producing action

DAY 24: James 3 — Taming the Tongue

Today’s Reading

James 3:1-18 (Full Chapter)

Key Passages

Passage 1: James 3:5-6

“Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire
kindleth! And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it
defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.”

Passage 2: James 3:8

“But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.”

Context & Significance

The tongue—this small organ—has enormous power. It can build or destroy, heal or wound, encourage or
devastate.

James compares the tongue to fire that sets forests ablaze. One spark creates massive damage. One careless
word creates massive hurt.

The tongue is poison. Words once spoken can’t be unsaid. They lodge in hearts and minds, producing damage
long after.

Yet the same tongue praises God and curses people—hypocrisy James condemns.

The cure isn’t legislation but transformation of the heart. What comes out of your mouth reveals what’s in your
heart (Luke 6:45).

Questions

Observation:

•  What damage can the tongue cause?

•  Can the tongue be perfectly tamed?

Interpretation:

•  Why is the tongue compared to fire?
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•  What indicates spiritual transformation?

Application:

•  What patterns of speech do you need to change?

•  Who needs healing from your past words?

Daily Checkpoint

•  [ ] Read James 3

•  [ ] Examine your speech patterns

•  [ ] Commit to tongue transformation

DAY 25: James 4 — Submit to God, Resist the Devil

Today’s Reading

James 4:1-17 (Full Chapter)

Key Passages

Passage 1: James 4:7-8

“Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and
he will draw nigh to you.”

Passage 2: James 4:14

“Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that
appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.”

Context & Significance

Fights and quarrels originate in selfish desires. You want something, you don’t have it, you fight to get it (verses
1-3).

Solution: Submit to God. Resist the devil. Draw near to God. As God draws near to you, His presence displaces
evil.

Life is short—a vapor that appears briefly then vanishes. This perspective transforms priorities. Why fight for
temporary things? Why pursue what won’t matter in eternity?

Questions

Observation:

•  What causes conflicts between believers?

•  What happens when you resist the devil?

Interpretation:

•  How do submission and resistance work together?

•  Why does life’s brevity matter?
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Application:

•  What conflicts need resolution through submission?

•  What vaporous priorities need to change?

Daily Checkpoint

•  [ ] Read James 4

•  [ ] Submit to God

•  [ ] Journal about eternal priorities

DAY 26: James 5 — Patience, Prayer, and Perseverance

Today’s Reading

James 5:1-20 (Full Chapter)

Key Passages

Passage 1: James 5:7-8

“Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the
precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. Be ye
also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.”

Passage 2: James 5:16

“Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”

Context & Significance

James concludes with patience, prayer, and perseverance.

Believers should be patient, waiting for Jesus’ return. The farmer doesn’t harvest prematurely; he waits patiently
for seasons to pass. Similarly, believers wait patiently for Jesus’ return.

Prayer is powerful. Fervent (passionate, energetic) prayer from a righteous (aligned with God’s will) person
accomplishes much.

Confession of faults to one another and prayer for one another produces healing. This is the power of honest,
vulnerable community.

Questions

Observation:

•  What should believers wait patiently for?

•  What does fervent prayer accomplish?

Interpretation:

•  Why does patience matter in Christian life?
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•  How does confession and prayer produce healing?

Application:

•  What do you need patience for?

•  Who needs your fervent prayer?

Daily Checkpoint

•  [ ] Read James 5

•  [ ] Practice patient waiting

•  [ ] Pray fervently for someone
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PART VI — WEEK 5: ASSURANCE OF SALVATION (1 JOHN)

DAY 27: 1 John 1 — Fellowship with God

Today’s Reading

1 John 1:1-10 (Full Chapter)

Key Passages

Passage 1: 1 John 1:3

“That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us:
and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.”

Passage 2: 1 John 1:7

“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.”

Passage 3: 1 John 1:9

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.”

Context & Significance

1 John provides assurance: You can KNOW you have eternal life.

Christians have fellowship with God through Jesus. This isn’t distant relationship but intimate connection.

Walking in light (living honestly, openly before God) maintains fellowship with God and other believers. The blood
of Jesus continuously cleanses—not removing guilt after sin, but dealing with sin’s power and shame.

Confession of sin isn’t elaborate apology; it’s honest agreement with God about what you’ve done. God is faithful
(always true to His nature) and just (righteous to forgive because Jesus paid the penalty). When you confess, you
receive instant forgiveness and cleansing.

Questions

Observation:

•  What fellowship do believers have?

•  What cleanses from sin?

Interpretation:

•  How does walking in light affect fellowship?

•  Why is God faithful to forgive?

Application:

•  What sin needs confession today?
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•  How does Jesus’ cleansing affect your assurance?

Daily Checkpoint

•  [ ] Read 1 John 1

•  [ ] Confess any sin

•  [ ] Embrace forgiveness and cleansing

DAY 28: 1 John 2 — Love Not the World

Today’s Reading

1 John 2:1-29 (Full Chapter)

Key Passages

Passage 1: 1 John 2:1-2

“My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is the propitiation for our sins.”

Passage 2: 1 John 2:15-17

“Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lusts thereof:
but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.”

Context & Significance

Jesus is believers’ “advocate”—defender, attorney, representative before God the Father. When you sin, Jesus
defends you based on His righteous sacrifice.

“Propitiation” means satisfaction. Jesus’ death satisfies God’s justice. God’s wrath against sin is satisfied through
Jesus’ sacrifice.

“The world” doesn’t mean creation but the system opposed to God: materialism, sensuality, pride, selfish ambition.

Three temptations characterize worldly life: lust of the flesh (physical satisfaction), lust of the eyes (material
possessions), and pride of life (status and recognition).

Christians must choose: Love the world and lose the Father’s love, or love the Father and detach from the world.

Questions

Observation:

•  What is Jesus’ role for believers?

•  What characterizes “the world”?

Interpretation:

•  How does Jesus’ advocacy give assurance?

•  Why can’t believers love both God and the world?
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Application:

•  What worldly loves compete with God’s love?

•  Where do you need to choose the Father?

Daily Checkpoint

•  [ ] Read 1 John 2

•  [ ] Identify worldly attachments

•  [ ] Reaffirm love for the Father

DAY 29: 1 John 3 — Children of God

Today’s Reading

1 John 3:1-24 (Full Chapter)

Key Passages

Passage 1: 1 John 3:1-2

“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of
God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. Beloved, now are we the sons of
God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be
like him; for we shall see him as he is.”

Passage 2: 1 John 3:18-19

“My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth. And hereby we
know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him.”

Context & Significance

The wonder of God’s love: We are His children. Not servants, not employees, but children. Heirs of the King of
Kings.

This identity transforms everything. The world won’t understand (they didn’t understand Jesus). But it doesn’t
matter because we belong to God.

One day, we’ll see Jesus face-to-face and be completely like Him. This future hope shapes present living.

Real love isn’t emotional talk; it’s action. Love in word alone is hypocrisy. Real love serves, sacrifices, shows up
practically.

Genuine love (deed and truth) gives assurance. As you love others genuinely, you confirm your own relationship
with God.

Questions

Observation:

•  What does it mean to be God’s children?

•  What will happen when Jesus appears?
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Interpretation:

•  How does God’s love distinguish believers?

•  How does practical love give assurance?

Application:

•  How do you experience being God’s child?

•  Where can you love in deed and truth?

Daily Checkpoint

•  [ ] Read 1 John 3

•  [ ] Embrace your identity as God’s child

•  [ ] Show love in action today

DAY 30: 1 John 4-5 — God Is Love & Final Assurance

Today’s Reading

1 John 4:1-21 and 1 John 5:1-21 (Full Chapters)

Key Passages

Passage 1: 1 John 4:7-8

“Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and
knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.”

Passage 2: 1 John 4:18-19

“There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is
not made perfect in love. We love him, because he first loved us.”

Passage 3: 1 John 5:11-13

“And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the
Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. These things have I written unto you
that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life; and that ye may
believe on the name of the Son of God.”

Context & Significance

These final chapters conclude 1 John’s theme: Assurance.

God IS love. This isn’t just that God loves, but that love defines His nature. When you experience God, you
experience love.

Love casts out fear. Fear torments; love liberates. As you experience God’s perfect love, fear loses its grip.

Verse 11-13 is the climax: You can KNOW you have eternal life. Not hope, not guess, but KNOW. How? By
having the Son (Jesus). If you possess Jesus (believe in Him, follow Him, belong to Him), you possess eternal life.
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1 John was written so believers would know they have eternal life. Not arrogance, but confident assurance
based on Jesus’ presence.

Final Questions

Observation:

•  What is God’s nature according to verse 8?

•  What does verse 13 promise about knowing?

Interpretation:

•  How does love eliminate fear?

•  How can you be certain you have eternal life?

Application:

•  What fear is God’s love casting out?

•  Will you move from hope to certainty about eternal life?

Daily Checkpoint

•  [ ] Read 1 John 4-5

•  [ ] Embrace God’s perfect love

•  [ ] KNOW you have eternal life

WEEK 5 CONCLUSION: You’ve Completed the 30-Day Journey!

Incredible Achievement!

You’ve just completed:

•  21 chapters of the Gospel of John

•  5 chapters of James

•  5 chapters of 1 John

•  31 total chapters of God’s Word

CONGRATULATIONS!

This is no small feat. You’ve engaged deeply with Scripture, reflected thoughtfully, journaled honestly, and allowed
God’s Word to begin transforming you.

What You’ve Learned

From John: Who Jesus is and what He did

•  Jesus is God in human form

•  Jesus died and rose for our salvation

•  Believing in Jesus gives eternal life

From James: How Christians live practically
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•  Faith produces works

•  Words matter enormously

•  Submit to God, resist the devil

•  Prayer is powerful

From 1 John: Assurance of salvation

•  You can know you have eternal life

•  God is love

•  Love casts out fear

•  Confession brings cleansing and fellowship

Don’t Stop Now

This 30-day journey is the beginning, not the end.

The Hard Truth: Stopping now means returning to spiritual inertia. You’ve built momentum. Don’t lose it.

The Opportunity: Continue your Bible reading for life.

Next Steps

Option 1: Continue with the Gospels

•  Read Mark (16 chapters)

•  Read Luke (24 chapters)

•  Read Matthew (28 chapters)

Option 2: Read the New Testament Systematically

•  Acts (28 chapters) — The Gospel advancing

•  Romans (16 chapters) — Theology of salvation

•  1 Corinthians (16 chapters) — Practical church issues

•  Continue through all 27 books

Option 3: Read Chronologically

•  Read Scripture in the order events occurred

•  Use a chronological Bible reading plan

•  Provides different perspectives

Option 4: Read Topically

•  Choose topics that matter to you

•  Follow Scripture’s treatment of those topics

•  Deepen understanding of specific themes

Making the Commitment
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Sign the Covenant:

“I have begun my journey through God’s Word. I commit to continuing daily Bible reading for the rest of
my life. I will encounter God through Scripture regularly, allowing His Word to transform me
completely.”

Signature: ________________________

Date: ________________________

Final Word from Kyle

“You did it. You completed 30 days. You’ve tasted what knowing God through His Word is like. You’ve
experienced transformation beginning. Don’t walk away now.”

“This is the crucial moment. Most people start Bible reading and stop. They feel good about themselves
momentarily, then drift back to old patterns. You cannot be ‘most people.’”

“Make a decision today: Am I going to keep reading? Will I continue allowing God to transform me
through His Word?”

“If yes, tell someone. Make it public. Say, ‘I’m committing to reading the Bible daily.’ Let accountability
partners hold you to it.”

“If you skip a day, don’t quit. Just resume tomorrow. Perfection isn’t required; persistence is.”

“In six months of consistent reading, you’ll be unrecognizable compared to today. In a year, you’ll
wonder how you ever lived without daily Scripture engagement. In five years, God’s Word will have
completely reshaped how you think, feel, decide, and live.”

“This is the best investment you can make. Not in stocks or property or education, but in knowing God.”

“So: Will you continue? — Kyle”
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PART VII — APPENDICES & EXTENDED RESOURCES

Appendix A: Reflection Framework for Deeper Study

For each daily passage, deepen your reflection with:

•  Historical Context: When was this written? Who wrote it? What was happening?

•  Original Language: What’s the Greek/Aramaic meaning? How does translation affect understanding?

•  Cross-Reference Network: How do related passages clarify this one?

•  Theological Implications: What does this teach about God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, salvation, the church?

•  Personal Application: How does this specific verse/chapter change how I think/feel/act?

•  Community Impact: How should this transform my relationships and witness?

Appendix B: Study Bible Recommendations

For Deeper Learning:

•  ESV Study Bible (excellent cross-references and notes)

•  MacArthur Study Bible (detailed theological notes)

•  Believer’s Study Bible (accessible explanations)

•  Bible Gateway online (multiple translations at once)

Appendix C: Recommended Follow-Up Resources

After completing this 30-day journey:

•  “The Knowledge of the Holy” by A.W. Tozer

•  “Knowing God” by J.I. Packer

•  “The Pursuit of God” by A.W. Tozer

•  “God’s Promises Bible” (topically organized)

•  Bible commentary resources

Appendix D: 30-Day Accountability Tracking

Print this page and track your daily completion:

Days Completed Notes

1–7 [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] Week 1

8–14 [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] Week 2

15–21 [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] Week 3
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Days Completed Notes

22–26 [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] Week 4

27–30 [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] Week 5

Total Completed: ___/30 days
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