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Bible Reading Basics
Complete Guide to Reading God’s Word: Building a Lifetime Habit, Mastering Study Methods, and Understanding
Scripture Deeply. How to Read the Bible Effectively, Choose the Right Translation, Build a Consistent Habit, and
Study Scripture with Depth and Understanding.

For New Believers Starting Their Journey, Mature Christians Wanting Deeper Study, and Anyone Seeking to
Encounter God Through His Word.
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INTRODUCTION — THE BIBLE IS GOD SPEAKING

The Bible is God Speaking

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness. — 2 Timothy 3:16”

When you read the Bible, you’re not reading ancient literature. You’re hearing God speak directly to you.

This isn’t metaphorical. This is real. God’s voice is present in Scripture. The Holy Spirit speaks through it. Jesus
promised His Word would never pass away.

Reading the Bible is encountering God Himself.

Why This Guide Matters

Many Christians:

•  Start Bible reading enthusiastically

•  Quit after a few weeks

•  Feel guilty about not reading

•  Don’t know which translation to choose

•  Don’t understand what they’re reading

•  Don’t know how to apply it

This guide solves those problems.

By the end, you’ll:

•  Have a consistent reading habit

•  Understand Scripture better

•  Know multiple study methods

•  Have multiple reading plans

•  Know how to overcome obstacles

•  Be equipped for lifetime Bible engagement
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PART 1 — WHY READ THE BIBLE? FIVE ESSENTIAL REASONS

1. It’s God’s Word to You

The Bible isn’t just history. It’s God’s direct communication to you personally.

“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts
and intents of the heart. — Hebrews 4:12”

God’s Word is alive and active. It doesn’t just inform your mind—it pierces your heart and transforms your life.

2. It Transforms Your Mind

Reading Scripture doesn’t just give you information. It rewires your thinking.

“And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. — Romans 12:2”

As you read Scripture regularly:

•  Your thought patterns change

•  Your priorities shift

•  Your values align with God’s

•  Your decisions improve

•  Your life reflects Christ

3. It Equips You to Fight Sin

When tempted, Scripture reminds you of truth.

“Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. — Psalm 119:11”

Memorized Scripture is your sword in spiritual warfare.

Matthew 4: Jesus faced temptation in the wilderness. How did He resist? By quoting Scripture. Three times Satan
tempted. Three times Jesus responded with God’s Word.

Scripture is your offensive weapon against sin.

4. It Gives You Wisdom

Life decisions are complicated. Scripture provides wisdom.

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. — Psalm 119:105”

When you don’t know what to do, Scripture illuminates the way:

•  Career decisions
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•  Relationship choices

•  Financial wisdom

•  Handling conflict

•  Finding purpose

Scripture is a light in the darkness.

5. It Helps You Grow

Spiritual growth doesn’t happen automatically. It requires Scripture.

“As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby. — 1 Peter 2:2”

Like physical food feeds your body, Scripture feeds your soul. Without it, you’re spiritually starving.

Regular Scripture reading produces:

•  Spiritual maturity

•  Deeper faith

•  Greater discernment

•  Stronger character

•  More Christ-like living

What Happens When You Read

In That Moment

When you open Scripture and read:

•  The Holy Spirit speaks

•  Truth is revealed

•  Your mind engages

•  Your heart is touched

•  God communicates directly

Over Time

Weeks of consistent reading:

•  Patterns emerge

•  Themes become clear

•  God’s character becomes known

•  Your understanding deepens

•  You begin thinking biblically

Over Months/Years
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Years of Scripture engagement:

•  You know God intimately

•  Scripture shapes your identity

•  You’ve encountered God hundreds of times

•  Your life is fundamentally transformed

•  You’re more like Christ
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PART 2 — CHOOSING YOUR TRANSLATION

Understanding Bible Translations

The original Bible was written in:

•  Old Testament: Hebrew (with some Aramaic)

•  New Testament: Koine Greek

All English Bibles are translations. No English Bible is the original.

The question isn’t “translation vs. original.” The question is “which translation best serves your purpose?”

Word-for-Word vs. Thought-for-Thought

Translators face a tension:

•  Word-for-word: Translate each word precisely → More literal but sometimes harder to understand

•  Thought-for-thought: Translate the meaning → Easier to read but sometimes loses nuance

Word-for-Word Translations (Literal)

Advantages:

•  Closer to original words

•  Better for detailed study

•  Less translator interpretation

•  More precise

Disadvantages:

•  Sometimes awkward English

•  Harder to read smoothly

•  May require more explanation

Examples:

•  NKJV (New King James Version)

•  ESV (English Standard Version)

•  NASB (New American Standard Bible)

•  KJV (King James Version)

Thought-for-Thought Translations (Dynamic)

Advantages:

•  Easier to read

•  Flows naturally in English
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•  Clearer meaning

•  Great for devotional reading

Disadvantages:

•  More translator interpretation

•  May lose word nuances

•  Less precise for study

•  Could obscure original meaning

Examples:

•  NIV (New International Version)

•  NLT (New Living Translation)

•  The Message (very loose paraphrase)

Translation Comparison Chart

Translation Reading Level Accuracy Study Friendly Devotional Best For

KJV Difficult Very High Yes Moderate Deep study,
tradition

NKJV Moderate-Hard Very High Yes Moderate Balance of
literal/readable

ESV Moderate Very High Excellent Moderate In-depth study,
preaching

NASB Hard Highest Excellent Low Detailed analysis,
study

NIV Easy High Good Good General reading,
study

NLT Very Easy Moderate-High Moderate Excellent New believers,
devotional

The Message Very Easy Moderate Low Excellent Devotional,
casual reading

NRSV Moderate High Good Moderate Academic,
scholarly work

New Testament Originals and Translations

The Greek Original

The New Testament was written in Koine Greek (common Greek of that era). Every word has specific nuance.

Translation Decisions
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Example: John 1:1

Original Greek: Kai ho logos en pros ton theon, kai theos en ho logos.

Literal word-order: “And the Word was with the God, and God was the Word.”

NKJV (Word-for-Word):

“And the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”

NLT (Thought-for-Thought):

“The Word was with God, and the Word was God.”

Both say the same thing, but the second is slightly smoother English.

Why Multiple Translations Matter

Different translations highlight different nuances:

•  Word-for-word: Show exact meaning of original words

•  Thought-for-thought: Show flow and meaning in English

•  Study Bible notes: Explain translation choices

Smart approach: Read passage in multiple translations to understand nuance better.

Choosing Your First Bible

If You’re a New Believer

Start with: NLT or NIV

•  Easy to understand

•  Won’t frustrate you with archaic language

•  Clear meaning

•  Readable

Get a Study Bible version:

•  Includes helpful notes

•  Explains difficult passages

•  Provides context

•  Recommended: Life Application Study Bible

If You’re a Mature Christian

Start with: ESV or NKJV

•  More literal

•  Better for study
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•  Precision for analysis

•  Still readable

If You Want Devotional

Choose: NLT or The Message

•  Easy flow

•  Emotionally engaging

•  Great for reflection

•  Less technical

If You Want Study

Choose: ESV or NASB

•  Precise wording

•  Better for analysis

•  Detailed study Bibles available

•  More challenging read

Multiple Translation Strategy

The best approach: Use multiple translations.

Reading plan:

•  Read in easy translation (NLT)

•  Study in literal translation (ESV)

•  Reference with study notes

•  Understand the passage fully

Example workflow:

•  Monday: Read John 1:1-18 in NLT (understand the meaning)

•  Tuesday: Read same passage in ESV (see the exact wording)

•  Wednesday: Read in NKJV (catch any nuance)

•  Thursday: Check study notes for context

•  Friday: Understand the passage deeply

This multi-translation approach gives you depth.
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PART 3 — FOUNDATIONAL STUDY METHODS

The S.O.A.P. Method (Deep Dive)

S.O.A.P. is the simplest, most effective method for new readers.

Step 1: SCRIPTURE (5 minutes)

Action: Write out one verse that stands out

Don’t:

•  Copy the whole passage

•  Pick multiple verses

•  Rush this

Do:

•  Slow down

•  Choose one verse

•  Write it in your journal

•  Handwriting helps retention

Why: Writing engages your brain differently than just reading. You’re processing more deeply.

Step 2: OBSERVATION (5 minutes)

Action: Write what you observe about the verse

Ask yourself:

•  Who is speaking?

•  Who are they speaking to?

•  What’s the context?

•  What stands out?

•  What’s repeated?

•  What’s surprising?

•  What’s the emphasis?

Example: Reading John 3:16

Observations:

•  “God” is the subject (He’s doing the loving)

•  “loved” is past tense (already happened)

•  “the world” not “the righteous” (everyone)

•  “gave” shows action (not just sentiment)
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•  “his only begotten Son” shows sacrifice

•  “whoever believes” shows the condition

•  “shall not perish” = negative consequence avoided

•  “have everlasting life” = positive consequence gained

Good observation requires slowing down and really reading carefully.

Step 3: APPLICATION (5 minutes)

Action: Write how this applies to YOUR life TODAY

The question: How should this change me?

Don’t:

•  Make it about someone else (“My mom needs to…”)

•  Make it theoretical (“Society should…”)

•  Skip this step

Do:

•  Make it personal (“I should…”)

•  Make it specific (“Today I will…”)

•  Make it actionable (“I need to stop/start…”)

Example Application of John 3:16:

“God loved me so much He gave His Son for me. I often act like I don’t deserve this love. Today I need
to accept God’s love for me and stop punishing myself with guilt. I should thank God for His sacrifice.”

Application is where truth becomes life-change.

Step 4: PRAYER (5 minutes)

Action: Pray about what you learned

Pray:

•  Thank God for what He revealed

•  Confess where you’ve missed it

•  Ask for help applying it

•  Pray about your specific application

Example prayer:

“God, thank You for John 3:16. Thank You that You love me and gave Your Son for me. I confess that I
often live like I’m unworthy of Your love. Help me to truly accept Your love and live confidently in it. Give
me courage to thank You and trust You. Amen.”

Prayer makes the truth personal and powerful.

The Complete S.O.A.P. (15 minutes)
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Time breakdown:

•  Scripture: 5 min

•  Observation: 5 min

•  Application: 3 min

•  Prayer: 2 min

•  Total: 15 minutes

This simple method is incredibly effective.

The SPACES Method

A more advanced study method for deeper engagement.

•  S — Scripture (Choose your verse)

•  P — Paraphrase (Rewrite in your own words)

•  A — Application (How does this apply?)

•  C — Cross-reference (What other verses relate?)

•  E — Examination (What’s the deeper meaning?)

•  S — Summary (Write your conclusion)

Detailed Example

Passage: Philippians 4:6-7

S — Scripture:

“Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests
be made known unto God.”

P — Paraphrase (Rewrite in your own words):

“Stop worrying about everything. Instead, in every situation, come to God in prayer. Be thankful. Tell
God what you need.”

A — Application:

“When I’m anxious about my job situation, I should stop worrying and pray instead. I should thank God
for what He’s already done. I should specifically tell God my concern.”

C — Cross-reference (What else does Bible say about worry?):

•  Matthew 6:25 (don’t worry about life)

•  1 Peter 5:7 (cast anxiety on Him)

•  Proverbs 3:5-6 (trust God)

E — Examination (Deeper meaning):
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“This verse isn’t commanding sinless perfection (never worry again). It’s offering a solution: when you
DO worry, the pathway out is prayer and thanksgiving. The progression is: worry → prayer →
thanksgiving → peace.”

S — Summary (Your conclusion):

“Worry is natural. The solution is turning to prayer. Thanksgiving is key to experiencing peace. I need to
practice this when anxiety hits.”

This method produces deeper understanding.

Verse Mapping

For serious Bible study, verse mapping takes deep analysis.

Verse Mapping Components

•  1. Original Language Study — Look up Greek/Hebrew word, understand exact meaning, note how word is
used elsewhere

•  2. Context Analysis — What comes before? What comes after? Why is this here?

•  3. Grammar Study — Verb tense (past, present, future), subject and object, modifiers, structure

•  4. Cross-References — Other verses using same word, related theological concepts, parallel passages

•  5. Historical Context — When was this written? Who was the audience? What were circumstances?

•  6. Application — What does it mean? How should I live it? What changes needed?

Verse Mapping Tools

Free resources:

•  Blue Letter Bible (blueletterbible.org)

•  Bible Hub (biblehub.com)

•  Logos Bible Software (free version)

•  Dictionary of Bible Terms

Example: Mapping “Repent”

•  Greek word: Metanoia

•  Literal meaning: Turn around, change direction

•  Tense: Usually imperative (command)

•  Usage: Change of mind that leads to change of action

•  Application: Repentance isn’t just feeling sorry. It’s turning around and going a different direction.

Verse mapping produces deep understanding of individual verses.

Cross-Reference Study

Understand a topic by studying all related verses.
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Example: Study “Faith”

Step 1: Find verses about faith

•  Hebrews 11:1 (definition)

•  Romans 10:17 (how faith comes)

•  James 2:26 (faith with works)

•  Hebrews 12:2 (focus on Jesus)

Step 2: Study each verse deeply

•  What does it teach?

•  What’s the context?

•  How does it apply?

Step 3: Synthesize

•  What’s the complete picture?

•  What patterns emerge?

•  What’s the main message?

Step 4: Apply

•  How should I live this?

•  What changes do I need?

•  How do I strengthen faith?

Cross-reference study gives comprehensive understanding of biblical concepts.

Topical Study

Study Scripture organized by topic.

Topics to Study

•  Prayer

•  Forgiveness

•  Love

•  Fear

•  Trust

•  Obedience

•  Grace

•  Mercy

•  Holiness

•  Worship

How to Do Topical Study
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Step 1: Choose topic (e.g., “Prayer”)

Step 2: Find all verses about topic

•  Use concordance

•  Search Bible app

•  Reference Bible

•  Study Bible topical index

Step 3: Organize by theme

•  Prayer for others

•  Prayer for self

•  God’s response

•  When to pray

•  How to pray

Step 4: Study key verses deeply

•  Context

•  Application

•  Meaning

Step 5: Synthesize

•  Write summary

•  Create teaching outline

•  Apply to life

Topical study gives comprehensive understanding of biblical subjects.
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PART 4 — WHERE TO START

Why Not Genesis?

This is the #1 mistake new believers make.

The Problem

Genesis is:

•  Dense genealogies

•  Complex stories

•  Old Testament context difficult

•  Symbolism not obvious

•  Easy to get stuck

Result: You read Genesis enthusiastically, hit Exodus, push through Leviticus, and quit completely by Numbers.

The Solution

Start with the Gospel of John instead.

The Gospel of John Overview

Why John?

“But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing
ye might have life through his name. — John 20:31”

John wrote his Gospel specifically so people would believe in Jesus.

Why John is Perfect

•  Written for believers — Clear presentation of Jesus

•  Short — Only 21 chapters (read in 3 weeks)

•  Focused — Emphasizes Jesus’s deity

•  Understandable — Not too complex

•  Challenging — Deep theology present

•  Beautiful — Profound insights

John’s Structure

Chapters 1-12: Jesus’s Public Ministry

•  Who Jesus is (deity)

•  What Jesus taught

•  Miracles Jesus performed

•  Responses to Jesus
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Chapters 13-17: Jesus’s Private Ministry

•  Last Supper

•  Foot washing

•  Jesus’s final prayer

•  Preparation for sacrifice

Chapters 18-21: Jesus’s Passion and Resurrection

•  Arrest and trial

•  Crucifixion

•  Resurrection

•  Appearances to disciples

Three-Month New Believer Plan

Month 1: Meet Jesus (45 chapters total)

•  Week 1: John 1-5 (Jesus’s identity and first miracles)

•  Week 2: John 6-10 (Jesus’s teaching and “I am” statements)

•  Week 3: John 11-17 (Resurrection foreshadowed and final prayer)

•  Week 4: John 18-21 + Mark 1-4 (Passion, resurrection, more of Jesus’s story)

By week 4: You’ve met Jesus intimately

Month 2: Early Church (46 chapters total)

•  Week 1: Mark 5-8 (More of Jesus’s teachings and miracles)

•  Week 2: Mark 9-12 (Jesus’s final teachings)

•  Week 3: Mark 13-16 + Acts 1-3 (Jesus’s prophecy, resurrection, and early church begins)

•  Week 4: Acts 4-7 (Early church expansion and Stephen’s witness)

By end of month 2: You understand Jesus and how the church began

Month 3: Christian Living (44 chapters total)

•  Week 1: Acts 8-12 (Church continues, Paul’s conversion)

•  Week 2: Acts 13-17 (Paul’s missionary journeys begin)

•  Week 3: James 1-5, 1 John 1-5, Ephesians 1-6 (How to live as Christian)

•  Week 4: Philippians 1-4, Colossians 1-4, 1 Thessalonians 1-5 (More practical Christian living)

By end of month 3: You’ve read 135 chapters, know Jesus, understand the church, and have practical Christian
guidance

You’re ready to tackle Romans and deeper study.

Advanced Reading Order
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After three months, continue:

Months 4-6: Theology (Romans, Galatians, Titus)

Read Romans carefully. It’s the backbone of Christian theology.

Months 7-9: Hebrews and 1-2 Peter

Understand Jesus as the ultimate fulfillment and how to live under persecution.

Months 10-12: Old Testament Survey

Genesis through 2 Kings (overview of God’s dealings with Israel).

After 1 year: You’ve read the New Testament and Old Testament overview. You’re ready for deep study or topical
focus.
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PART 5 — BUILDING THE DAILY HABIT

Habit Science and Scripture

Habits form through repetition over time.

The Habit Loop

•  1. Cue — Trigger to start (alarm, coffee)

•  2. Routine — The habit itself (read Bible)

•  3. Reward — What you get from it (peace, growth)

Making Bible Reading a Habit

•  Cue: Same time every day (morning, coffee time, lunch break)

•  Routine: Read 1-2 chapters using S.O.A.P.

•  Reward: Peace, clarity, connection with God

Your Reading Environment

Ideal Setup

•  Quiet space

•  Comfortable seating

•  No distractions (phone silent)

•  Good lighting

•  Bible within reach

•  Journal and pen nearby

•  Coffee/water available

•  15-20 minutes uninterrupted

Create Sacred Space

Designate a “Bible reading spot”:

•  Same place daily

•  Comfortable

•  Minimal distractions

•  Feels peaceful

This physical space helps your mind transition to spiritual focus.

Time Management Strategies
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Morning (Ideal)

Why morning?

•  Mind is fresh

•  Before distractions

•  Sets tone for day

•  You won’t forget

When: Before phone, email, news

Duration: 15-20 minutes

Best: With coffee, before work

If Not Morning

Lunch break:

•  Even 10 minutes helps

•  Midday peace

•  Afternoon boost

Evening:

•  After dinner

•  Before bed

•  Reflective time

Commute:

•  Audio Bible

•  Podcast teaching

•  Audiobook version

Key principle: Consistency matters more than timing. Pick a time you can do DAILY.

Tracking Progress

Why Track?

•  Motivation (seeing progress)

•  Accountability (staying committed)

•  Celebration (marking victories)

•  Analysis (what works/doesn’t)

Tracking Methods

Physical checklist:

•  Print reading plan
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•  Check off each day

•  See progress visually

Bible app tracking:

•  YouVersion app

•  Automatic tracking

•  Community features

•  Reminders

Journal tracking:

•  Date each entry

•  Write verse and reflection

•  Builds record

•  Visible growth over time

Calendar marking:

•  X on calendar for each day read

•  Don’t break the chain

•  Psychological motivation

30-Day Challenge

Challenge Yourself

Commit to: Read Bible daily for 30 days

If you miss a day: Start over (builds commitment)

After 30 days: You’ll have a habit forming

The Challenge Structure

•  Days 1-5: Novelty energy (easy)

•  Days 6-15: Initial struggle (hard)

•  Days 16-25: Becoming automatic (easier)

•  Days 26-30: Habit forming (exciting)

After 30 days: Habit is partially formed. Continue to solidify.

Research shows: 30-66 days to form habit. Aim for 66 days (2+ months) for solid habit formation.
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PART 6 — MULTIPLE READING PLANS

90-Day New Testament Plan

Read through entire New Testament in 90 days

Week Reading Chapters

1-2 Matthew 1-14 14

3-4 Matthew 15-28 14

5-6 Mark 1-16 16

7-8 Luke 1-12 12

9-10 Luke 13-24 12

11-12 John 1-21 21

13 Acts 1-8 8

Continue for remaining weeks with Paul’s letters, other letters, and Revelation.

One-Year Bible Reading Plan

Read through entire Bible in one year

Typical pace: 3-4 chapters daily

Structure:

•  Old Testament passage

•  New Testament passage

•  Psalm or Proverb

Benefits:

•  Covers entire Bible

•  Balanced OT/NT

•  Manageable daily amount

•  Fits in 20-30 minutes

Many one-year Bibles available: ESV One-Year Bible, NLT One-Year Bible, etc.

Chronological Bible Plan

Read Bible in the order events occurred (not written order)

Example order:
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•  Genesis (creation/patriarchs)

•  Exodus (bondage/exodus)

•  Job (patriarchal period)

•  Leviticus-Numbers (wilderness)

•  Deuteronomy (final instructions)

•  Joshua (conquest)

•  Judges (period of judges)

•  Ruth (individual story)

•  1 Samuel (kingdom begins)

•  Psalms (throughout history)

•  Proverbs (wisdom literature)

•  … continuing chronologically

Advantages:

•  Understand historical progression

•  See how God works over time

•  Stories make more sense

•  More engaging narrative

Disadvantages:

•  Jumps around the Bible

•  Can lose literary flow

•  Requires specific plan

Best for: Those interested in biblical history and narrative flow

Topical Bible Plan

Read Bible organized by topic/theme

Example topics to focus on:

•  God’s character

•  Prayer

•  Faith

•  Love

•  Forgiveness

•  Trust

•  Holiness

•  Grace

•  Salvation
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Structure: Each week focuses on one topic

Week 1 Topic: Prayer

•  Reading Old Testament prayers

•  Reading New Testament teaching on prayer

•  Reading Psalms of prayer

•  Reading practical examples

Advantages:

•  Deep understanding of topics

•  Practical application

•  Personally relevant

•  Transformative

Disadvantages:

•  Doesn’t provide full Bible overview

•  Requires planning

•  May miss connections

Old Testament Overview Plan

For those ready to tackle Old Testament

3-Month Plan:

•  Month 1: Genesis, Exodus, Joshua

•  Month 2: 1 Samuel through 2 Kings (Israel’s history)

•  Month 3: Psalms, Proverbs, Major Prophets

12-Month Plan:

•  Methodical reading through OT

•  Includes poetry and prophecy

•  Full biblical foundation

Psalms and Proverbs Plan

Focused reading of wisdom literature

Psalms (150 chapters):

•  Read one Psalm daily

•  5 months to complete

•  Emotionally rich
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•  Prayers and praise

Proverbs (31 chapters):

•  Read one chapter daily

•  Complete in one month

•  Practical wisdom

•  Daily guidance

Combined plan:

•  Read one Proverb (practical wisdom for the day)

•  Read one Psalm (spiritual truth/prayer)

•  Read one New Testament chapter
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PART 7 — DEEPER HERMENEUTICS

What is Hermeneutics?

Hermeneutics = the art and science of interpretation

Hermeneutics is how we interpret Scripture correctly.

The Goal

Understand what the original author meant in the original context, and apply that meaning to our modern context.

NOT: Read into the Bible what we want it to say

BUT: Dig out what it actually says

Literary Context Matters

Always ask: Where does this fit in the book?

Example: John 3:16

Don’t read it in isolation. Read John 3:1-21 (the full conversation)

•  Jesus speaking to Nicodemus

•  About being “born again”

•  About believing

•  About God’s love

Context changes emphasis.

Rule: Always read verses in context of the paragraph, chapter, and book.

Historical Context Matters

Always ask: When was this written? Who was the original audience?

Example: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Context: Paul wrote to new Christians in Thessalonica

•  They were mourning dead believers

•  They wondered if dead believers would miss Jesus’s return

•  They were confused and anxious

Paul’s letter: Provides comfort and hope

Application today: Also applies to us, but we understand it better knowing the original situation.

Theological Context Matters
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How does this verse fit with overall biblical theology?

Example: James 2:26

“For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.”

Isolated reading: “You need works to be saved”

Theological context:

•  Paul teaches salvation by faith alone (Romans 3:28)

•  James teaches that true faith produces works

•  Both are true: Salvation is by faith, but faith is demonstrated by works

•  Not works FOR salvation, but works FROM salvation

Understanding theology prevents misinterpretation.

Genre Awareness

Interpret each genre appropriately.

Different Genres

•  History: Took place literally (John’s Gospel)

•  Poetry: Uses metaphor and emotion (Psalms)

•  Prophecy: Uses symbolism (Revelation)

•  Wisdom: General principles, not absolute rules (Proverbs)

•  Parable: Story with spiritual lesson (Jesus’s parables)

•  Epistle: Letter with specific situation (Paul’s letters)

You interpret poetry differently than history. You interpret prophecy differently than instruction.

Example: Proverbs 22:6

“Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.”

Genre: Wisdom literature (general principle, not absolute guarantee)

•  Not a guarantee: Godly parenting doesn’t guarantee godly children

•  A principle: Training children in righteousness generally produces good results

•  Application: Train children well, but trust God with outcomes

Application Principles

The Bridge

We must bridge from ancient context to modern context.

Original context: What did this mean to original hearers? Modern context: How does this apply to us today?

Three Questions
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•  What did it mean then? (Original interpretation)

•  Why did it matter? (Principle behind it)

•  What does it mean now? (Modern application)

Example: Feet Washing

John 13: Jesus washes disciples’ feet

What did it mean then?

•  Humblest servant task

•  Jesus’s radical humility

•  Preparation for sacrifice

Why did it matter?

•  Jesus redefines greatness

•  Leaders serve, not dominate

•  Love is demonstrated through action

What does it mean now?

•  We should humbly serve others

•  Leadership means serving, not controlling

•  We express love through practical help
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PART 8 — ADVANCED STUDY TOOLS

Bible Dictionaries and Commentaries

Bible Dictionary

What it is: Defines biblical terms, concepts, and customs

Examples:

•  New Bible Dictionary

•  Easton’s Bible Dictionary (free online)

•  Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words

Use for: Understanding biblical concepts, customs, and words

Bible Commentary

What it is: Expert explanation of biblical passages

Examples:

•  MacArthur Study Bible

•  Tyndale Bible Commentaries

•  The Bible Knowledge Commentary

•  Word Biblical Commentary

Use for: Understanding difficult passages, historical context, theological meaning

Online Study Resources

Free Resources

Bible Gateway (biblegateway.com)

•  Multiple translations

•  Search functionality

•  Reading plans

•  Verse of the day

Blue Letter Bible (blueletterbible.org)

•  Original language study

•  Concordances

•  Maps

•  Commentary

Bible Hub (biblehub.com)
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•  Multiple translations side-by-side

•  Commentaries

•  Cross-references

•  Word study

Got Questions (gotquestions.org)

•  Answers to Bible questions

•  Topical articles

•  Free resources

Paid Resources

Logos Bible Software ($15-300+)

•  Most powerful

•  Extensive libraries

•  Original language tools

•  Commentary databases

Olive Tree Bible App ($5-50)

•  Mobile-friendly

•  Large resource library

•  Study tools

Study Bible Features

A good study Bible includes:

•  Introductions — Context for each book

•  Cross-references — Links to related passages

•  Notes — Explanations of difficult verses

•  Maps — Biblical geography

•  Charts — Visual representation of concepts

•  Concordance — Index of words

Recommended Study Bibles:

•  ESV Study Bible

•  Life Application Study Bible

•  MacArthur Study Bible

•  NIV Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible

Concordances and Word Studies
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Concordance

Lists every occurrence of a word in the Bible

Examples:

•  Strong’s Concordance

•  Nave’s Topical Bible

•  Bible app search function

Use for: Finding all verses about specific topic

Word Study

Examines meaning of original words

Tools:

•  Vine’s Expository Dictionary

•  Thayer’s Greek Lexicon

•  Blue Letter Bible word study

Example: Study Greek word “metanoia” (repentance)

•  Find exact meaning

•  See where used

•  Understand nuance

•  Apply to modern context

Creating Your Study Library

Essential Resources

Physical:

•  Main Bible (your primary translation)

•  Study Bible (with notes)

•  One Bible dictionary

•  One commentary

Digital:

•  Bible app (YouVersion)

•  One free online resource (BlueLetterBible or BibleHub)

•  One commentary app

Paper:

•  Journal for notes
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•  Reference notebook

Budget: $100-200 for quality physical resources

Online: Mostly free resources available
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PART 9 — OVERCOMING COMMON CHALLENGES

“I Don’t Understand What I’m Reading”

This is normal. Here’s how to overcome it:

Solution 1: Use Easier Translation

Don’t start with NASB or KJV. Start with NLT or NIV.

Solution 2: Use Study Notes

Get a study Bible. Notes explain difficult passages.

Solution 3: Break It Into Smaller Chunks

Read 1 verse instead of 1 chapter. Understand deeply.

Solution 4: Ask for Help

•  Ask your pastor

•  Find a Bible study group

•  Use online resources (Got Questions)

•  Find a mentor

Solution 5: Keep Reading

Understanding grows over time. You won’t understand everything immediately. Keep reading.

“I Keep Getting Bored”

Solution 1: Change Your Method

•  Try different translation

•  Try different study method (S.O.A.P., SPACES, etc.)

•  Try different time of day

•  Try different location

Solution 2: Change Your Reading Plan

•  Too dense? Switch to simpler plan

•  Too easy? Try deeper study

•  Too scattered? Try chronological

•  Too boring? Try topical

Solution 3: Set a Goal

“By end of month, I’ll finish Gospel of John” gives you motivation.

Solution 4: Find a Reading Partner
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Read same passages. Discuss. Hold each other accountable.

“I Miss Days and Feel Guilty”

Don’t quit over missing days.

Solution 1: Understand Guilt

Guilt is not from God. God’s conviction leads to repentance. Guilt leads to shame and quitting.

Solution 2: Just Start Again

You missed 3 days? Start again today. No punishment needed.

Solution 3: Adjust Expectations

Maybe daily isn’t sustainable. Try 5 days/week. Or 3 days/week. Consistency beats perfection.

Solution 4: Make It Easier

•  Shorter reading

•  Simpler plan

•  Different time

•  Accountability

“Nothing Seems to Change”

Spiritual growth is slow. Here’s how to see it:

Solution 1: Change Your Expectations

Not every reading produces dramatic change. Some readings are maintenance, not transformation.

Solution 2: Track Changes

After 30 days, ask:

•  Am I more patient?

•  Am I less anxious?

•  Do I think differently?

•  Am I more generous?

•  Am I more kind?

Most people find significant changes.

Solution 3: Stay Patient

Real transformation takes time. You’re rewiring your mind. This takes months/years, not days/weeks.

Solution 4: Keep Reading

The promise: “His word will not return empty” (Isaiah 55:11). Keep reading. Change is happening.

“Passages Seem Contradictory”



THE KING IS COMING MINISTRY kylelauriano.comSKEPTIC SEEKER ●BELIEVER● DISCIPLE WITNESS

STAGE: BELIEVER BIBLE READING BASICS — COMPLETE GUIDE TO READING GOD’S WORD

Real Testimonies. Radical Transformations. 36 kylelauriano.com

Some passages seem to contradict each other. Here’s how to handle it:

Solution 1: Read in Context

Often, contradiction disappears when reading full context.

Solution 2: Check Translations

Different translations sometimes clarify apparent contradictions.

Solution 3: Understand the Principle

Sometimes apparent contradictions are both true:

•  God’s sovereignty AND human responsibility

•  Faith AND works

•  Grace AND obedience

Solution 4: Study Deeper

Use commentaries and study resources to understand seemingly contradictory passages.
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PART 10 — SPECIAL TOPICS

Reading Difficult Passages

Violent Passages

Problem: Joshua’s conquest, David’s prayers for revenge, etc.

Understanding:

•  Understand historical context

•  Understand God’s justice

•  Understand God’s patience

•  Don’t read modern morality into ancient times

•  These passages show God’s holiness

Application: God takes sin seriously. Justice matters.

Sexual Passages

Problem: Explicit content, sexual sin descriptions

Understanding:

•  Bible addresses real issues

•  Doesn’t glorify, but describes

•  Shows consequences

•  Provides wisdom

Application: Sex is important. God cares about sexual integrity.

Confusing Passages

Solution:

•  Read in multiple translations

•  Check study notes

•  Consult commentary

•  Ask someone knowledgeable

Remember: You’re not expected to understand everything immediately.

Old Testament Law and You

Three Types of Law

Ceremonial: Temple, sacrifices, rituals

•  Fulfilled by Jesus
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•  Not binding on Christians

•  Historical significance

Civil: Social and legal rules for Israel

•  Specific to ancient Israel

•  Principles apply today

•  Rules don’t

Moral: Ethical principles

•  Permanently binding

•  Reflect God’s character

•  Still apply

How to Know Which

Ask: Does this reflect God’s eternal character or Israel’s specific situation?

Example:

•  Don’t commit adultery = Moral (reflects God’s character)

•  Mixed fabrics = Ceremonial (specific rule)

•  Justice for poor = Civil (principle, not specific rule)

Poetry and Wisdom Literature

How to Read Poetry

Psalms, Song of Solomon, some Job

Remember:

•  Use metaphor and emotion

•  Don’t interpret literally

•  Capture the feeling

•  Understand the message

Example: Psalm 23:1

“The Lord is my shepherd”

Not literal: God is not a literal shepherd

Poetically: God cares for me, guides me, provides for me, like a shepherd for sheep

Apocalyptic Literature

How to Read Revelation and Daniel
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Characteristics:

•  Symbolic language

•  Visions

•  Future events

•  Mystical imagery

Interpretation:

•  Don’t get too literal

•  Understand symbolism

•  Consider historical context

•  Focus on main message

Main message of Revelation: Jesus wins. God’s kingdom is secure. Hold on.

Parables and Their Meaning

Understanding Parables

Jesus taught through parables—stories with spiritual meaning.

Key: Don’t over-interpret every detail.

Focus on: The main point Jesus is making

Example: Parable of the Sower (Matthew 13)

Main point: Different people respond differently to the Gospel.

Not: Every detail is symbolic

How to Study Parables

•  Read the parable

•  Read Jesus’s explanation (if given)

•  Identify the main point

•  Apply the main point

•  Don’t over-symbolize details
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PART 11 — GROUP BIBLE STUDY

Leading a Bible Study

Preparation

1 week before:

•  Choose passage (1-2 chapters)

•  Read 3-4 times

•  Study deeply

•  Prepare discussion questions

Day before:

•  Review your questions

•  Prepare materials

•  Set up room

Day of:

•  Arrive early

•  Set welcoming environment

•  Pray for group

Discussion Questions

Types of Questions

Observation Questions: “What does the verse say?”

Interpretation Questions: “What does it mean?”

Application Questions: “How does it apply to us?”

Example: John 11:25-26

Observation: “What does Jesus promise Martha?”

Interpretation: “What does ‘believe in me and live’ mean?”

Application: “How should this passage change how we view death?”

Creating Community Study

Group Bible study:

•  Builds community

•  Provides accountability
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•  Deepens understanding

•  Creates relationships

•  Strengthens faith

Format:

•  60-90 minutes

•  Welcome and prayer

•  Bible reading (aloud)

•  Discussion

•  Prayer



THE KING IS COMING MINISTRY kylelauriano.comSKEPTIC SEEKER ●BELIEVER● DISCIPLE WITNESS

STAGE: BELIEVER BIBLE READING BASICS — COMPLETE GUIDE TO READING GOD’S WORD

Real Testimonies. Radical Transformations. 42 kylelauriano.com

CONCLUSION — YOUR LIFETIME JOURNEY WITH SCRIPTURE

Your Lifetime Journey with Scripture

Bible reading is a lifelong journey.

Year 1: You’re learning the basics. You read through New Testament. You discover Jesus.

Years 2-5: You deepen. You study specific topics. You understand more. Your faith solidifies.

Years 5+: You’re mature. You mentor others. You see patterns across Scripture. Your life is transformed.

This journey transforms you completely.

Next Steps Forward

Week 1:

•  Choose your translation

•  Get a physical Bible or app

•  Choose your reading plan

•  Set your reading time

Week 2:

•  Start reading (Gospel of John)

•  Begin S.O.A.P. method

•  Keep a journal

•  Tell someone about your plan

Week 3-4:

•  Continue daily reading

•  Build the habit

•  Join a Bible study or find a partner

•  Share what you’re learning

The rest of your life:

•  Read God’s Word consistently

•  Let it transform you

•  Follow Jesus

•  Help others do the same

Your encounter with God through His Word awaits.

Start today. Start small. Start with John.
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“Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. — Psalm 119:11”
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