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The Little Season — Revelation 20

A Documentary Companion to The Little Season: Living in Earth’s Final Chapter. This paper gathers and
annotates the primary texts, historical records, and academic literature standing behind the amillennial reading of
Revelation 20 — the view that a literal thousand-year reign of Christ through His Church spanned roughly
500-1500 AD, and that Satan’s “little season” of deception began at its close. Prepared for Kyle Lauriano —
kylelauriano.com. Sources are organized by the same pillars presented on the Little Season resource: the biblical
text, the theological tradition, the legal record, imperial and demographic history, the architectural witness, and the
markers of the modern age. Each entry includes a full citation and an annotation explaining what the source
establishes and how it bears on the argument.

Table of Contents

. How to Use This Document — Notes on Method and Citation
. Part I: Scripture — The Primary Biblical Witness
. Part Il: The Theological Tradition — Tyconius, Augustine, and the Amillennial Consensus

. Part lll: The Legal Record — Codes, Councils, and Canon Law

1
2
3
4
5. Part IV: Imperial & Demographic History — The Christianization of the World
6. Part V: The Architectural Witness — Cathedrals as Theology in Stone

7. Part VI: The Post-1500 Turn — Reformation, Revolution, and the Modern Age
8. Part VII: Reference Works, Scholarly Debate, and Further Study

9. Part VIII: The Scripture Speaks — Proof Texts in Full (KJV)

10. Part IX: Converging Proofs — The Five Witnesses

11. A Note on Interpretation and Honest Disagreement

12. Consolidated Bibliography

Real Testimonies. Radical Transformations. kylelauriano.com




THE KING IS COMING MINISTRY SKEPTIC SEEKER BELIEVER  eDISCIPLEe  WITNESS kylelauriano.com

STAGE: DISCIPLE THE LITTLE SEASON — REVELATION 20

This is a sources paper, not a sermon. Its purpose is to put the documentary foundation of the “little season”
teaching in one place so that any reader — sympathetic or skeptical — can trace each claim back to a text that
can be examined independently. The companion resource at kylelauriano.com/eschatology!/little-season makes
the argument; this paper shows the receipts.

The central interpretive claim being supported is the amillennial reading of Revelation 20: that the “thousand
years” describes the present age of the Church rather than a future earthly golden age, that the binding of Satan
refers to the restraint of his power to deceive the nations during the spread of the gospel, and that the “first
resurrection” is spiritual regeneration. The distinctive proposal layered on top of classical amillennialism — that
this millennium is best located historically in medieval Christendom (c.500-1500 AD), with Satan’s “little season”
beginning around 1500 — is a particular reading rather than a settled scholarly consensus, and the paper marks
where that is so.

Citation Conventions
» Primary sources (Scripture, patristic works, legal codes, conciliar canons) are cited by their internal
divisions (book, chapter, canon, title) so they can be located in any reputable edition or translation.

» Scriptural quotations follow the Authorized (King James) Version, consistent with the ministry’s usage,
unless a textual point requires another version.

» Scholarly works are cited by author, title, and original or standard edition date. Where a work is widely
reprinted, a representative modern edition is named.

» Annotations describe what each source contains and why it matters; they are summaries in the compiler’s
own words, not reproductions of the sources themselves.

Readers who wish to verify any entry are encouraged to consult the works directly. Public-domain primary texts
(the Church Fathers, Roman legal codes, conciliar acts) are available in standard scholarly series noted in Part
VII.
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Every claim in the little-season framework ultimately rests on the biblical text. This section gathers the passages
most frequently appealed to, grouped by the function they serve in the argument. The texts are listed so the reader
can weigh them in context.

The Foundational Passage

Revelation 20:1-10 (KJV) — the only passage in Scripture that mentions a “thousand years.” The binding of
Satan, the reign of the saints, the “first resurrection,” the loosing of Satan for a “little season,” and the gathering of
Gog and Magog all appear here.

“And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, And shall go out to
deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them
together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. (Revelation 20:7-8)”

Annotation: This is the textual anchor for the entire framework. The amillennial reading treats the binding (vv.1-3)
as accomplished at Christ’s first coming and the “little season” (v.3, v.7) as a final period of deception preceding
the end. The historical proposal asks when the thousand years ran; classical amillennialism leaves the term
symbolic.

Texts on the Binding of Satan

* Luke 10:18 — “I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.” Read as Christ announcing Satan’s defeat
during His earthly ministry.

» Matthew 12:29 / Mark 3:27 — the binding of the “strong man” before his house is plundered; applied to
Christ binding Satan so the gospel can advance.

e John 12:31 — “now shall the prince of this world be cast out,” spoken as the crucifixion approached.
e Colossians 2:15 — Christ “spoiled principalities and powers” and triumphed over them in the cross.
e Hebrews 2:14 — through death Christ destroyed “him that had the power of death, that is, the devil.”

Annotation: These passages form the New Testament case that Satan’s decisive defeat is already past. The
amillennial reading binds Revelation 20’s imagery to this accomplished victory rather than to a future event.

Texts on Christ’s Present Reign and the Kingdom Now

* Matthew 28:18 — “All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.” Authority claimed as a present
possession.

» Matthew 16:18-19 — the keys of the kingdom given to the Church; the gates of hell shall not prevail.

» 1 Corinthians 15:25 — “he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet,” a reign understood as
ongoing.

e Ephesians 1:20-22 — Christ seated above all rule and authority, with all things put under His feet.

e Colossians 1:13 — believers already “translated” into the kingdom of God’s Son.
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Texts on the “First Resurrection” as Spiritual Rebirth

Romans 6:3-5 — baptism as death and resurrection with Christ into “newness of life.”

John 5:24-25 — the dead who hear Christ’s voice “now is” passing from death to life.

* Ephesians 2:1, 5-6 — the spiritually dead made alive and raised up together with Christ.

» Colossians 3:1 — “if ye then be risen with Christ” — resurrection language applied to present Christian life.
Annotation: The amillennial identification of Revelation 20’s “first resurrection” with regeneration rests on this

cluster, which uses resurrection language for conversion. The “second” resurrection is then the bodily resurrection
at the last day (John 5:28-29).

Texts on the Gospel to All Nations

e Matthew 24:14 — the gospel “preached in all the world for a withess unto all nations; and then shall the end
come.”

* Matthew 28:19-20 — the Great Commission to disciple all nations.
* Mark 13:10 — the gospel must “first be published among all nations.”

» Colossians 1:6, 23 — the gospel described as having gone into “all the world” and “every creature” in the
apostolic era.

Texts on Deception in the Final Season

e 2 Thessalonians 2:3-12 — the “falling away,” the man of sin, and a “strong delusion.”
e 1 Timothy 4:1 — in the latter times some depart from the faith, heeding “seducing spirits.”
e 2 Timothy 3:1-5 — the character of the “last days.”
e 2 Corinthians 11:14 — Satan transformed into “an angel of light,” cited regarding modern deceptions.
e Matthew 24:24 — false christs and false prophets showing great signs to deceive.
Annotation: These passages supply the vocabulary by which the resource interprets the modern era as a season

of intensifying deception. Note that their original referents are debated among interpreters; the little-season
reading applies them to the period after roughly 1500 AD.

Texts on Discernment and the Believer’'s Task

» 1 Chronicles 12:32 — the men of Issachar, who “had understanding of the times.”

Ezekiel 33:7-9 — the watchman'’s charge to warn.
* 1 Thessalonians 5:21 — “Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.”

» Ephesians 6:11-18 — the whole armour of God for standing against spiritual wickedness.

Acts 17:11 — the Bereans, commended for searching the Scriptures to test what they heard.
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The amillennial reading of Revelation 20 is not a modern invention. It became the dominant interpretation of the
Western Church for more than a millennium. This section documents the chain of thinkers who articulated and
transmitted it, beginning with the figure who first proposed the millennium as the present age of the Church.

Tyconius — The Originating Interpreter

Tyconius of Africa (c.330-390 AD). Liber Regularum (Book of Rules) and a now largely lost Commentary on the
Apocalypse, reconstructed by modern scholars from later writers who used it.

Annotation: A North African Donatist layman whose interpretive rules shaped all subsequent Western reading of
Revelation. Tyconius first proposed that the thousand years denote the age of the Church between Christ’s two
comings and that the “first resurrection” is spiritual. Augustine drew directly on him. The standard reconstruction is
Kenneth B. Steinhauser, The Apocalypse Commentary of Tyconius (1987); the Book of Rules is available in
William S. Babcock’s translation (1989).

Augustine — The Decisive Synthesis

Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD). De Civitate Dei (The City of God), composed 413-426/427 AD; the relevant
treatment of the millennium is in Book XX, chapters 7-9.

Annotation: The single most important source for the entire framework. In Book XX Augustine explicitly rejects a
literal future earthly millennium (which he had once entertained) and argues that the thousand years signify the
present age of the Church, that Satan is bound so as not to deceive the nations while the gospel spreads, that the
saints already reign with Christ, and that the first resurrection is the soul's passage from spiritual death to life. This
reading became the Western consensus. Reliable editions include the translations by Henry Bettenson (Penguin,
1972) and R. W. Dyson (Cambridge, 1998).

Why Augustine Turned from Literal Chiliasm

Augustine reports that he had once found a literal thousand-year reign tolerable, but came to regard the carnal
expectations attached to it as untenable. His mature position treats Revelation 20 figuratively and is the hinge on
which the Western tradition turned away from early chiliasm (premillennialism). Documenting this turn is essential,
because the little-season framework depends on amillennialism being the historic mainstream rather than a
novelty.

The Early Chiliasts — The View Augustine Displaced

Honest documentation requires noting that the earliest post-apostolic writers often expected a literal earthly
millennium. These sources show what the tradition moved away from:
» Papias of Hierapolis (c.60-130 AD), reported by Eusebius as teaching a literal earthly kingdom.

 Justin Martyr (c.100-165 AD), Dialogue with Trypho 80-81, affirming a millennial reign in Jerusalem while
acknowledging other orthodox Christians disagreed.

 Irenaeus (c.130-202 AD), Against Heresies Book V, chs.32-36, the fullest early chiliastic statement.

e Tertullian (c.155-240 AD), holding a literal millennium in his Montanist period.
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Annotation: These are cited not to support the framework but to be transparent about the historical record:
premillennialism has ancient roots, and the amillennial reading became dominant through Tyconius and Augustine
rather than being universal from the start. A fair argument acknowledges this.

Medieval Transmission and Consolidation

* Bede the Venerable (c.673—-735 AD), Explanatio Apocalypseos, carrying the Tyconian-Augustinian reading
into the early medieval West.

» Joachim of Fiore (c.1135-1202 AD) — included as a contrast: his speculative scheme of three ages shows
the boundaries the mainstream rejected.

e« Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274 AD), Summa Theologiae, treating the resurrection and last things within an
Augustinian, non-chiliastic frame.

The Reformers — Continuity of Amillennialism

» The Augsburg Confession (1530), Article XVII, explicitly condemns those who spread “Jewish opinions” of
a worldly millennial kingdom before the resurrection.

e John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion (1559), Book I11.25.5, dismisses the chiliastic millennium as
a fiction.

» The Second Helvetic Confession (1566), rejecting the dream of a pre-judgment golden age on earth.
Annotation: These confessional texts establish that the magisterial Reformation retained amillennialism. This

matters for the framework’s claim that premillennialism became widespread only much later (chiefly through
nineteenth-century dispensationalism), a point documented in Part VII.
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If medieval Christendom understood itself as the kingdom of Christ on earth, its law should reflect that
self-understanding. This section lists the principal legal sources — imperial codes, conciliar canons, and medieval
legislation — that the resource appeals to. These are public, datable documents available in standard scholarly
editions.

Roman Imperial Legislation

The Theodosian Code (Codex Theodosianus), promulgated 438 AD, compiling imperial law from 312 AD
onward. Book XVI concerns religion: the establishment of Nicene Christianity and the progressive prohibition of
pagan sacrifice and worship.

Annotation: Book XVI is the documentary core of the claim that the Christian empire actively suppressed
paganism. The standard English edition is Clyde Pharr, The Theodosian Code and Novels (Princeton, 1952). For
the specific anti-pagan laws, see especially Title 16.10.

e Edict of Milan (313 AD) — toleration of Christianity under Constantine and Licinius, preserved in Lactantius
and Eusebius.

» Edict of Thessalonica (Cunctos populos, 380 AD) — Theodosius | makes Nicene Christianity the religion
of the empire; Codex Theodosianus 16.1.2.

» Justinian’s Corpus Juris Civilis (529-534 AD) — the great codification that carried Christian legal
principles into the Byzantine and later Western traditions.

Conciliar Canons

The Council of Elvira (c.305-306 AD), a Spanish synod whose roughly eighty-one canons regulate the
separation of Christians from pagan and Jewish practice.

Annotation: Elvira is among the earliest surviving collections of Western disciplinary canons and illustrates the
Church legislating boundaries well before imperial favor. Texts and analysis in Samuel Laeuchli, Power and
Sexuality: The Emergence of Canon Law at the Synod of Elvira (1972).

 First Council of Nicaea (325 AD) — the Nicene Creed and the first ecumenical canons; convened under
Constantine.
» First Council of Constantinople (381 AD) — reaffirmation and expansion of the Nicene Creed.

* Fourth Lateran Council (1215 AD) — the canon Firmiter credimus defining the faith and Canon 3 on the
treatment of heresy; the high-water mark of medieval canonical legislation.

Medieval Legislation and Canon Law

» Charlemagne, Capitulatio de partibus Saxoniae (the Saxon Capitulary, ¢.782—785 AD) — imposing
Christianity on conquered Saxony, with severe penalties for refusing baptism or practicing pagan rites. Edited
in the Monumenta Germaniae Historica, Capitularia series.

» Gratian’s Decretum (c.1140 AD) — the foundational textbook of medieval canon law, systematizing
centuries of conciliar and papal rulings.
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* Magna Carta (1215 AD) — opening with the liberty of the English Church; cited by the resource as an
instance of law framed under divine accountability.

Annotation and caution: The Saxon Capitulary and the later machinery of the medieval inquisitions are genuine
and documented, and the resource reads them as the “laws of a millennial kingdom.” Readers should consult the
sources directly and weigh the serious moral questions these coercive laws raise; this paper documents their
existence and dating, and notes that their interpretation as evidence of a present millennium is the contested step.

On the Medieval Inquisitions

For the legal procedure of heresy prosecution, the standard modern scholarship includes Henry Charles Lea, A
History of the Inquisition of the Middle Ages (1888); Edward Peters, Inquisition (1988); and, for demythologizing
the numbers and procedures, the essays in Gustav Henningsen and John Tedeschi, eds., The Inquisition in Early
Modern Europe (1986). These works are recommended precisely because popular figures are often exaggerated;
the framework’s argument is better served by accurate data than by inflated ones.
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The framework claims that Christianity’s growth fulfilled the prophecy of the gospel reaching all nations and that
the Christianization of Rome marks the binding of the “strong man.” This section documents the historical
scholarship behind those demographic and political claims.

The Demographics of Early Christian Growth

Rodney Stark, The Rise of Christianity: A Sociologist Reconsiders History (Princeton, 1996).

Annotation: The source of the widely cited estimate that Christianity grew at roughly 40 percent per decade,
reaching perhaps half the empire by the mid-fourth century — the figures reproduced in the resource’s growth
table. Stark’s model is influential but debated; see the critical discussion in Part VII. The numbers should be
presented as scholarly estimates, not census facts.

* Ramsay MacMullen, Christianizing the Roman Empire (A.D. 100-400) (Yale, 1984) — a different, more
institutional account of how conversion actually proceeded; a useful counterweight to Stark.
* Robin Lane Fox, Pagans and Christians (1986) — a major narrative of the religious transition in the empire.

» Peter Brown, The Rise of Western Christendom (3rd ed., 2013) — the standard synthesis of the period
200-1000 AD.

Constantine and the Imperial Turn

» Eusebius of Caesarea, Life of Constantine and Ecclesiastical History — the principal primary sources for
Constantine’s conversion and the vision before the Milvian Bridge (312 AD).

e Lactantius, On the Deaths of the Persecutors — contemporary account of the Edict of Milan and the end of
persecution.

» H. A. Drake, Constantine and the Bishops (2000) — modern analysis of how imperial and ecclesiastical
power combined.

Theodosius and Establishment

For the legislation that made Nicene Christianity the official religion (380-392 AD), the primary record is the
Theodosian Code (Part Ill) and the contemporary historians Sozomen, Socrates Scholasticus, and Theodoret.
Modern treatment: Neil McLynn, Ambrose of Milan (1994), on the church-state dynamics of the Theodosian
settlement.

The Holy Roman Empire and the Geographic Spread

» Einhard, Vita Karoli Magni (Life of Charlemagne, ¢.830 AD) — the primary source for the imperial
coronation of 800 AD.

» James Bryce, The Holy Roman Empire (1864) — the classic long-view study of the idea of a Christian
empire.

» Philip Jenkins, The Lost History of Christianity (2008) — documents the eastward spread of the faith into
Persia, Central Asia, India, and China, supporting the claim that the gospel reached far beyond Europe by the
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early Middle Ages.

Annotation: Jenkins is particularly relevant: he shows that by roughly 800 AD Christianity genuinely spanned
three continents, which is the factual basis for the resource’s reading of Matthew 24:14. The interpretive leap —
that this fulfilled the prophecy in the sense Revelation 20 requires — remains a theological judgment.
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The resource treats the great churches of the Middle Ages as theology rendered in stone — physical evidence of a
civilization that believed it was building the kingdom of heaven on earth. This section documents both the buildings
themselves and the scholarship on their meaning.

Primary Monuments

Hagia Sophia, Constantinople 532-537 AD Byzantine imperial church; Justinian’s
reign as Christian emperor;
engineering of the great dome.

Chartres Cathedral 1194-1260 AD High Gothic; stained-glass program as
a complete theological scheme.

Notre-Dame de Paris 1163-1345 AD Flying buttresses; the cathedral
conceived as an image of the
Heavenly City.

Amiens Cathedral 1220-1270 AD Largest Gothic interior in France;
verticality as spiritual aspiration.

Cologne Cathedral 1248-1880 AD A single vision pursued across six
centuries; persistence of the medieval
ideal.

Annotation: These dates and dimensions are matters of public architectural record, verifiable in any standard
reference. They establish the scale of investment medieval society made in sacred building. The reading of that
investment as evidence for a present millennium is interpretive; the buildings themselves are simply documented
facts.

Scholarship on Medieval Sacred Architecture

» Otto von Simson, The Gothic Cathedral: Origins of Gothic Architecture and the Medieval Concept of Order
(1956) — the classic study linking Gothic form to theology and light symbolism.

» Erwin Panofsky, Gothic Architecture and Scholasticism (1951) — argues a structural parallel between
cathedral design and scholastic thought.

» Georges Duby, The Age of the Cathedrals: Art and Society, 980-1420 (1981) — situates the building
campaigns in their social and economic context.

* Abbot Suger, On What Was Done Under His Administration (12th c.) — the primary source in which a
medieval builder (at Saint-Denis) explains the theology of light behind the new architecture.
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The framework dates Satan’s “loosing” to roughly 1500 AD and reads the major intellectual and cultural
movements since then as markers of deception. This section documents those movements through their own
primary texts, so the reader can engage the actual sources rather than summaries of them. Listing a work here
records its historical role in the argument; it does not endorse its claims.

Reformation and Fragmentation

» Martin Luther, Ninety-Five Theses (1517) and The Babylonian Captivity of the Church (1520).

» The Peace of Westphalia (1648) — treaties ending the Wars of Religion and, in the framework’s reading,
the political unity of Christendom.

The Scientific Revolution

* Nicolaus Copernicus, De revolutionibus orbium coelestium (1543).

» Galileo Galilei, Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief World Systems (1632) and the documents of his 1633
trial.

» Isaac Newton, Philosophiae Naturalis Principia Mathematica (1687) — included for completeness; Newton
himself was devoutly, if heterodoxly, religious.

The Enlightenment

e Denis Diderot and Jean d’Alembert, eds., Encyclopédie (1751-1772).
» Voltaire, Philosophical Dictionary (1764).
e Baron d’Holbach, The System of Nature (1770) — an openly materialist and atheist work.

» Documents of the French Revolution (1789-1794), including the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of
the Citizen and the decrees of dechristianization.

Nineteenth-Century Currents

e Charles Darwin, On the Origin of Species (1859).

» Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, The Communist Manifesto (1848); Marx’s “opium of the people” line is from
the introduction to A Contribution to the Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right (1843).

» Friedrich Nietzsche, The Gay Science (1882, the “death of God” passage) and Beyond Good and Evil
(1886).

Twentieth-Century and Contemporary Markers

e Sigmund Freud, The Future of an lllusion (1927) — religion framed as projection.

* U.S. Supreme Court, Engel v. Vitale (1962) on school prayer and Roe v. Wade (1973) on abortion —
primary legal documents cited as turning points.
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» Pew Research Center, Religious Landscape Study and the annual reports on the rise of the religiously
unaffiliated (“nones”) — the source of the modern demographic figures.

» Gallup and General Social Survey data on religious identification, 1990s—present.

Annotation and caution: The statistics on religious decline, mental health, and social indicators cited in the
resource come from bodies such as Pew, Gallup, the CDC, and the GSS. Readers should consult the latest

releases directly, since these figures are regularly updated and specific numbers shift year to year. Quoting a
current figure responsibly means citing the report and its date.
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The Four Millennial Views — Reading the Whole Debate

Sound study means understanding the alternatives. The standard one-volume introduction to the competing
positions is:

* Robert G. Clouse, ed., The Meaning of the Millennium: Four Views (InterVarsity, 1977) — historic
premillennial, dispensational premillennial, postmillennial, and amillennial positions, each argued by a
proponent.

» Darrell L. Bock, ed., Three Views on the Millennium and Beyond (Zondervan, 1999).

» Sam Storms, Kingdom Come: The Amillennial Alternative (2013) — a thorough modern defense of the
amillennial reading that anchors this framework.

» Kim Riddlebarger, A Case for Amillennialism (2003) — an accessible scholarly statement of the position.

On the Origin of Modern Premillennialism

The framework claims premillennialism became widespread only in the modern era. For that history see Ernest R.
Sandeen, The Roots of Fundamentalism (1970), and George M. Marsden, Fundamentalism and American
Culture (1980), which trace the spread of dispensational premillennialism through John Nelson Darby and the
Scofield Reference Bible (1909) in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

Critical and Opposing Scholarship

A document that only cited friendly sources would not be scholarly. The following represent serious challenges the
framework must reckon with:

» On the growth statistics: critiques of Rodney Stark’s model appear in various reviews in the Journal of Early
Christian Studies; the figures are estimates extrapolated from sparse data.

» On dating the millennium: most amillennial scholars treat the thousand years as symbolic and decline to
assign it the literal calendar dates (500-1500 AD) that distinguish this particular framework. This is the single
most important point of difference and is addressed in the note below.

» On medieval coercion: scholarship such as R. I. Moore, The Formation of a Persecuting Society (1987),
reads the legal apparatus of medieval Christendom critically rather than as evidence of a realized kingdom.

Standard Editions of Primary Sources

» The Ante-Nicene Fathers and Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers (Schaff et al.) — the public-domain
English patristic corpus, including Justin, Irenaeus, Eusebius, and Augustine.

» Patrologia Latina (Migne) — the comprehensive Latin source collection for medieval texts.

* Monumenta Germaniae Historica — critical editions of medieval legal and historical documents, including
Charlemagne’s capitularies.

* Norman P. Tanner, ed., Decrees of the Ecumenical Councils (1990) — authoritative conciliar texts with
translation.
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The earlier sections listed the biblical references by chapter and verse. This section sets the most decisive
passages out in full, in the Authorized (King James) Version, so the words themselves — not a paraphrase —
carry the weight. “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is
no light in them” (Isaiah 8:20).

The Whole Foundational Passage

Revelation 20:1-10 is the single text from which the entire framework is drawn. Read it without a system imposed
on it:

“And | saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in
his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound
him a thousand years, And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him,
that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he
must be loosed a little season. (Revelation 20:1-3)”

“And | saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and | saw the souls of
them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God... and they lived and
reigned with Christ a thousand years. But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years
were finished. This is the first resurrection. (Revelation 20:4-5)"

“Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power,
but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years. (Revelation
20:6)"

Proof in the text itself: the purpose of the binding is stated plainly — “that he should deceive the nations no
more” (v.3). The binding is therefore not Satan’s total inactivity but the specific restraint of his power to deceive the
nations. When that restraint is lifted (“loosed a little season”), the very thing that returns is global deception
(vv.7-8). The little-season framework reads the present explosion of global deception as exactly this.

The Binding of Satan — Verses in Full

“And he said unto them, | beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven. (Luke 10:18)"

“No man can enter into a strong man’s house, and spoil his goods, except he will first bind the strong
man; and then he will spoil his house. (Mark 3:27)”

“Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. (John 12:31)"

“And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in
it. (Colossians 2:15)”

“Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of
the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil.
(Hebrews 2:14)”
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The chain of proof: Christ announced the fall (Luke 10:18), described Himself binding the strong man so the
house could be spoiled (Mark 3:27), declared the prince of this world cast out as the cross approached (John
12:31), and the apostles testified that the cross openly defeated the powers (Colossians 2:15; Hebrews 2:14). Five
witnesses, one verdict: the decisive binding is past.

Christ’'s Present Reign — Verses in Full

“And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.
(Matthew 28:18)”

“For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. (1 Corinthians 15:25)"

“And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church.
(Ephesians 1:22)”

“Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear
Son. (Colossians 1:13)”

The proof of a present kingdom: the verbs are not future. Power “is given” (Matthew 28:18). Believers “hath...
translated” — already moved — into the kingdom (Colossians 1:13). A reign that is ongoing “till” the last enemy is
subdued (1 Corinthians 15:25) is a reign happening now, which is precisely what the thousand-year reign of
Revelation 20:4—6 describes.

The First Resurrection as the New Birth — Verses in Full

“Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead
by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. (Romans 6:3—4)"

“Verily, verily, | say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the
Son of God: and they that hear shall live. (John 5:25)”

“And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins... And hath raised us up together,
and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. (Ephesians 2:1, 6)”

The proof of two resurrections: Scripture plainly speaks of a present, spiritual raising — “the hour... now is”
(John 5:25) — distinct from the future, bodily raising of “all that are in the graves” (John 5:28-29). Revelation 20
calls the first the “first resurrection” and reserves the bodily raising for “the rest of the dead” after the thousand
years. The two-resurrection reading is not imposed on the text; it is drawn from it.

The Gospel to All Nations — Verses in Full

“And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a withess unto all nations; and
then shall the end come. (Matthew 24:14)”

“Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you.
(Colossians 1:6)”

Real Testimonies. Radical Transformations. kylelauriano.com




THE KING IS COMING MINISTRY SKEPTIC SEEKER  BELIEVER  eDISCIPLEe WITNESS kylelauriano.com

STAGE: DISCIPLE THE LITTLE SEASON — REVELATION 20

“If ye continue in the faith... and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard,
and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven. (Colossians 1:23)”

The proof of fulfillment: Paul could already write that the gospel had gone into “all the world” and to “every
creature” in his own generation (Colossians 1:6, 23). The medieval expansion documented in Part IV — from
Ireland to China by 800 AD — is read as the continuing fulfilment of Matthew 24:14 across the thousand years.

The Loosing and the Final Deception — Verses in Full

“Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away
first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition. (2 Thessalonians 2:3)”

“And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie. (2
Thessalonians 2:11)”

“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed
to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils. (1 Timothy 4:1)”

“And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. (2 Corinthians 11:14)”

“For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders;
insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. (Matthew 24:24)"

The proof of the season we are in: a “falling away” (2 Thessalonians 2:3), a “strong delusion” (2:11), a departure
from the faith “in the latter times” (1 Timothy 4:1), and deceptions so convincing they target “the very elect”
(Matthew 24:24). The framework reads the post-1500 collapse documented in Part VI as the visible form of these
warnings.

The Believer's Charge — Verses in Full

“And of the children of Issachar, which were men that had understanding of the times, to know what
Israel ought to do. (1 Chronicles 12:32)”

“So thou, O son of man, | have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear
the word at my mouth, and warn them from me. (Ezekiel 33:7)”

“Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. (Ephesians 6:11-12)"

“These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of
mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so. (Acts 17:11)”
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“In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be established” (2 Corinthians 13:1). The case for the
little season does not rest on one line of evidence but on five independent withesses that converge on the same
conclusion. This section gathers them as a single summary of proof.

Witness 1 — The Witness of Scripture

The biblical text states the binding’s purpose (deception restrained), names a present reign of the saints,
distinguishes a first (spiritual) from a second (bodily) resurrection, foretells a final loosing marked by deception,
and charges believers to discern the times. Every load-bearing claim has a verse behind it, set out in full in Part
VIILI.

Witness 2 — The Witness of the Church’s Teachers

From Tyconius and Augustine through Bede, Aquinas, the Augsburg Confession, Calvin, and the Second Helvetic
Confession, the mainstream of the Church read Revelation 20 as the present age rather than a future earthly
golden age. The amillennial reading is the historic majority position, not a modern novelty (Parts Il and VII).

Witness 3 — The Witness of Law

The Theodosian Code established Christianity and suppressed paganism; the councils of Elvira, Nicaea,
Constantinople, and the Fourth Lateran legislated the faith; Charlemagne’s capitulary, Gratian’s Decretum, and
Magna Carta framed society under divine accountability. A civilization that legislates as the kingdom of Christ is
the visible form the framework predicts (Part III).

Witness 4 — The Witness of History

Christianity grew from a persecuted sect to the faith of the empire, then spread across three continents — Ireland
to China, Scandinavia to Ethiopia — by 800 AD. The “strong man” was bound and his house spoiled, exactly as
Mark 3:27 describes, fulfilling Matthew 24:14 (Part IV).

Witness 5 — The Witness of Stone

Hagia Sophia, Chartres, Notre-Dame, Amiens, and Cologne were built across centuries by people who believed
they were raising the kingdom of heaven on earth. The scale of that confidence — Cologne pursued for over six
hundred years — is itself a testimony (Part V).

The Converging Verdict

Revelation 20 Says The Five Witnesses Show

Satan bound from deceiving the nations Scripture announces it; history shows paganism crushed
and the gospel advancing unhindered.
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Revelation 20 Says The Five Witnesses Show

Saints reign with Christ a thousand years The Church taught a present reign; law and empire
administered it; cathedrals proclaimed it.

The first resurrection is for the blessed Scripture applies resurrection language to the new birth; the
Church identified baptism and regeneration with it.

After, Satan loosed a little season to deceive Scripture warns of a final delusion; history dates the
unraveling of Christendom to roughly 1500 onward.

Deception fills the four quarters of the earth The modern markers of Part VI are global, simultaneous,
and unprecedented — the season’s signature.

The cumulative proof: no single witness is asked to bear the whole weight. Scripture supplies the framework; the
teachers, the law, the history, and the stones each independently fit it. When five witnesses that do not depend on
one another tell the same story, the testimony is established.

He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. — Matthew 11:15
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This paper has aimed to be genuinely useful rather than merely persuasive, and that requires distinguishing
clearly between what the sources establish and what they are asked to mean.

What the sources firmly establish: that an amillennial reading of Revelation 20 — binding of Satan at the first
coming, the present reign of the saints, the “first resurrection” as spiritual — was the dominant interpretation of the
Western Church from Augustine through the Reformation; that the Roman Empire was Christianized through both
growth and law; that medieval Christendom legislated as a self-consciously Christian order; and that the great
cathedrals embodied a confident sacramental theology. These are well documented.

Where faithful Christians differ: the specific proposal that the thousand years should be assigned the literal
calendar span 500-1500 AD, and that Satan’s ‘little season” began around 1500, goes beyond classical
amillennialism, which generally reads the number symbolically. Premillennial and postmillennial readers will
dispute the framework at its foundation. None of this is hidden in the sources above; a reader who works through
Clouse’s Four Views will meet the best arguments on every side.

The Berean standard of Acts 17:11 — receiving the word readily and then searching the Scriptures daily to test it
— is the right posture toward this material. The sources are offered so that conviction, wherever it lands, can be
informed rather than borrowed.

Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. — 1 Thessalonians 5:21

Real Testimonies. Radical Transformations. kylelauriano.com




THE KING IS COMING MINISTRY SKEPTIC SEEKER BELIEVER  eDISCIPLEe  WITNESS kylelauriano.com

STAGE: DISCIPLE THE LITTLE SEASON — REVELATION 20

Primary Sources — Scripture, Patristic, Legal

The Holy Bible, Authorized (King James) Version.

Augustine of Hippo. The City of God (esp. Book XX). Trans. Henry Bettenson. London: Penguin, 1972.
Tyconius. The Book of Rules. Trans. William S. Babcock. Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1989.

Justin Martyr. Dialogue with Trypho. In Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol. 1.

Irenaeus. Against Heresies, Book V. In Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol. 1.

Eusebius of Caesarea. Life of Constantine and Ecclesiastical History. In Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers,

2nd series, vol. 1.

Lactantius. On the Deaths of the Persecutors. In Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol. 7.
Pharr, Clyde, trans. The Theodosian Code and Novels. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1952.

Tanner, Norman P., ed. Decrees of the Ecumenical Councils. Washington, DC: Georgetown University

Press, 1990.

Einhard. The Life of Charlemagne. Trans. Lewis Thorpe. London: Penguin, 1969.

Capitulatio de partibus Saxoniae. In Monumenta Germaniae Historica, Capitularia regum Francorum.

Secondary Scholarship — History and Theology

Brown, Peter. The Rise of Western Christendom. 3rd ed. Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell, 2013.
Bryce, James. The Holy Roman Empire. London: Macmillan, 1864.

Duby, Georges. The Age of the Cathedrals. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1981.
Drake, H. A. Constantine and the Bishops. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2000.
Jenkins, Philip. The Lost History of Christianity. New York: HarperOne, 2008.

Lane Fox, Robin. Pagans and Christians. New York: Knopf, 1986.

Lea, Henry Charles. A History of the Inquisition of the Middle Ages. New York: Harper, 1888.

MacMullen, Ramsay. Christianizing the Roman Empire (A.D. 100-400). New Haven: Yale University Press,

1984.

Marsden, George M. Fundamentalism and American Culture. New York: Oxford University Press, 1980.
Moore, R. I. The Formation of a Persecuting Society. Oxford: Blackwell, 1987.

Panofsky, Erwin. Gothic Architecture and Scholasticism. Latrobe: Archabbey Press, 1951.

Peters, Edward. Inquisition. New York: Free Press, 1988.

Sandeen, Ernest R. The Roots of Fundamentalism. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1970.
Simson, Otto von. The Gothic Cathedral. New York: Pantheon, 1956.

Stark, Rodney. The Rise of Christianity. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1996.

Steinhauser, Kenneth B. The Apocalypse Commentary of Tyconius. Frankfurt: Peter Lang, 1987.

Real Testimonies. Radical Transformations. kylelauriano.com




THE KING IS COMING MINISTRY SKEPTIC SEEKER  BELIEVER  eDISCIPLEe WITNESS kylelauriano.com

STAGE: DISCIPLE THE LITTLE SEASON — REVELATION 20

On the Millennial Debate

» Bock, Darrell L., ed. Three Views on the Millennium and Beyond. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1999.
* Clouse, Robert G., ed. The Meaning of the Millennium: Four Views. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1977.
» Riddlebarger, Kim. A Case for Amillennialism. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2003.

» Storms, Sam. Kingdom Come: The Amillennial Alternative. Fearn: Mentor, 2013.

Modern Data Sources

» Pew Research Center. Religious Landscape Study and reports on the religiously unaffiliated. Washington,
DC: Pew Research Center.

e Gallup. Annual polling on religious identification and church attendance.
e General Social Survey (GSS), NORC at the University of Chicago.
e U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Statistics on mortality, suicide, and overdose.
Compiled for The King Is Coming Ministry.
Kyle Lauriano ¢ kylelauriano.com ¢ Real Testimonies. Radical Transformation.

This document records and annotates publicly available sources for study; listing a work does not imply
endorsement of its conclusions.

Real Testimonies. Radical Transformations. kylelauriano.com




