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INTRODUCTION — YOU'RE BEING CALLED

Have you ever felt like you're meant for something more?

Like there's a purpose you haven't discovered yet? A direction you're supposed to go but can't quite see clearly?

Maybe you've sensed:

•  Restlessness — Current life feels unsatisfying despite success

•  Burden — Specific issue or people group weighs on your heart

•  Passion — Certain cause or ministry excites you deeply

•  Discontent — You can't shake feeling you're supposed to do something different

•  Conviction — God is speaking but you're not sure what He's saying

•  Doors opening — Opportunities appearing you didn't seek

•  Gifting — Talents emerging you didn't know you had

•  Confirmation — Multiple people mentioning same thing

You're not imagining it. God may be calling you.

What This Resource Covers

This comprehensive guide explores:

•  What calling actually is (and isn't)

•  How to recognize God's calling on your life

•  Different types of callings God gives

•  How to test if it's really God speaking

•  How to respond when you recognize calling

•  How to live out calling daily

•  Real stories of people called by God

Who This Is For

This resource serves:

•  Anyone sensing God's call but unsure what it means

•  Believers questioning purpose and direction

•  People in transition wondering what's next

•  Those feeling restless in current situation

•  Christians wanting to understand God's will

•  Leaders helping others discern calling

•  Anyone wanting to live with purpose
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My Story

I'm Kyle. I was atheist who became Christian. When I came to faith, I had no idea God had plans for me.

But slowly, persistently, God started calling me:

•  First to personal transformation

•  Then to sharing testimony

•  Then to teaching others

•  Then to apologetics ministry

•  Then to building resources

•  Then to developing leaders

Each calling built on previous one. Each one started with signs I'll describe in this resource.

Your calling journey will be different. But the process of recognizing, testing, and responding is similar.

Let's discover how God calls people and how to recognize when He's calling you.
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PART 1 — UNDERSTANDING GOD'S CALL

Chapter 1: What Is a Calling?

Defining Calling

Calling is God's invitation to participate in His purposes.

It's NOT:

•  Your job title (though calling may inform career)

•  Your religious duty (calling is invitation, not obligation)

•  One-time event (calling unfolds progressively)

•  Same for everyone (calling is personal and unique)

•  Always clear immediately (often discovered over time)

It IS:

•  Personal invitation from God to you

•  Specific purpose God has for your life

•  Divine direction toward fulfilling destiny

•  Ongoing relationship where God reveals and you respond

•  Partnership between your will and God's purpose

Biblical Word for Calling

Greek word: “klesis” (κλ■σις)

Means: “calling, invitation, summons”

Used in Scripture to describe:

•  Salvation calling — Called to be saved (Romans 8:30)

•  Holy living calling — Called to holiness (1 Thessalonians 4:7)

•  Ministry calling — Called to specific work (Acts 13:2)

•  Vocational calling — Called to specific role (Ephesians 4:1)

Two Primary Types of Calling

1. General Calling (Universal) Every Christian receives this:

•  Called to salvation (believe in Jesus)

•  Called to holiness (live righteously)

•  Called to love (love God and others)

•  Called to witness (share Gospel)

•  Called to discipleship (follow Jesus)
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This applies to ALL believers.

2. Specific Calling (Individual) Each Christian receives unique calling:

•  Called to specific ministry

•  Called to specific vocation

•  Called to specific people group

•  Called to specific geographical location

•  Called to specific role in body of Christ

This is UNIQUE to you.

How Calling Works

Calling unfolds progressively:

Stage 1: Initial Stirring God places desire, burden, or interest on your heart. Something shifts internally. You
notice something you didn't before. A topic captivates you. A need moves your heart.

Stage 2: Growing Conviction The stirring becomes persistent, refuses to go away. You can't shake it. Others
mention it. Scripture addresses it. You keep thinking about it.

Stage 3: Confirmation God confirms through Scripture, people, circumstances. Multiple sources align.
Community validates what you're sensing. Evidence accumulates.

Stage 4: Preparation God develops gifting, character, and skills needed. Training appears. Experiences prepare
you. Weaknesses are addressed. You become equipped.

Stage 5: Opportunity Doors open for you to step into calling. Resources appear. Invitation comes. Timing aligns.
Circumstances facilitate.

Stage 6: Obedience You respond by taking action. Initial step forward. Faith-filled commitment. Public
declaration. Personal decision.

Stage 7: Fulfillment You walk out calling daily. Daily practices sustain. Ministry multiplies. Impact grows. Purpose
deepens.

Why Calling Matters

Living in your calling provides:

Purpose — You know why you exist. Life has clear direction. Decisions become clearer. Motivation increases.
Rest increases (no wandering).

Fulfillment — You're doing what you're created for. Work feels meaningful. Joy in service. Satisfaction in impact.
Deep contentment.

Effectiveness — You're operating in your gifting. Results multiply. Impact increases. Kingdom advances.
Fruitfulness evident.

Peace — You're aligned with God's will. Less anxiety about future. Confidence in purpose. Security in God's plan.
Supernatural calm.
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Chapter 2: Biblical Examples of Calling

Moses: Called from Burning Bush

Exodus 3:1-10 (KJV)

The Story: Moses, fugitive in desert after forty years of exile, encounters burning bush. God calls him to deliver
Israel from Egypt.

Exodus 3:4-5 (KJV)

“And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush,
and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I. And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes
from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.”

Signs of Calling:

•  Divine encounter — Bush that doesn't burn up (supernatural)

•  Personal address — God calls him by name (intimacy)

•  Clear mission — “Bring my people out of Egypt” (specific)

•  Promised presence — “I will be with you” (provision)

•  Confirmation sign — “You will worship on this mountain” (future certainty)

Moses' Response:

•  Initial doubt — “Who am I?” (Exodus 3:11)

•  Questions — “What if they don't believe?” (Exodus 4:1)

•  Excuses — “I'm not eloquent” (Exodus 4:10)

•  Fear — “Send someone else” (Exodus 4:13)

•  Eventually: Obedience — “Here am I, send me” (Exodus 4:28-31)

What We Learn:

•  Calling can interrupt normal life dramatically

•  God calls the reluctant and inadequate

•  Objections are normal and expected

•  God provides what's needed for calling

•  Obedience often follows hesitation

•  Past mistakes don't disqualify us

David: Called as Shepherd Boy

1 Samuel 16:1-13 (KJV)

The Story: Samuel sent by God to Jesse's house to anoint next king. God passes over David's seven older
brothers and chooses David (youngest, a shepherd).

1 Samuel 16:12-13 (KJV)
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“And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, and goodly
to look to. And the LORD said, Arise, anoint him: for this is he. Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and
anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day
forward.”

Signs of Calling:

•  Prophetic confirmation — Samuel sent by God with specific mission

•  Divine selection — God chose him specifically over others

•  Anointing — Spirit came upon David powerfully (tangible)

•  Character preparation — Shepherding prepared him for kingship

•  Long wait — Years between anointing and actual throne (testing)

David's Journey:

•  Anointed as youth (1 Samuel 16:13)

•  Served Saul faithfully (1 Samuel 16:19-23)

•  Waited years for fulfillment (tests and trials)

•  Became king at God's timing (2 Samuel 2:4)

•  Fulfilled calling despite obstacles

1 Samuel 17:34-37 (KJV) — David's faithfulness in small things:

“And David said unto Saul, Thy servant kept his father's sheep: and there came a lion, and a bear, and
took a lamb out of the flock: And I went out after him, and smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth:
and when he arose against me, I caught him by his beard, and smote him, and slew him. Thy servant
slew both the lion and the bear: and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he
hath defied the armies of the living God.”

What We Learn:

•  God calls unlikely people (youngest, least likely)

•  Calling often requires long preparation before fulfillment

•  Character matters more than credentials or ability

•  Faithfulness in small prepares for large (Luke 16:10)

•  Timing is God's, not ours

•  Testing is part of preparation

Esther: Called for Such a Time

Esther 4:12-14 (KJV)

The Story: Jewish orphan becomes queen of Persia through unexpected circumstances. When Jews threatened
with genocide, Mordecai challenges her to act.

Esther 4:14 (KJV)
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“For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise
to the Jews from another place; but thou and thy father's house shall be destroyed: and who knoweth
whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”

Signs of Calling:

•  Strategic positioning — In right place at right time

•  Burden for people — Cared deeply about Jews' fate

•  Unique access — Only she could approach king (Esther 4:11)

•  Confirmatory word — Mordecai's challenge articulated purpose

•  Courage required — “If I perish, I perish” (Esther 7:3-6)

Esther's Response:

•  Initial fear (Esther 4:11)

•  Request for support — Asks for fasting (Esther 4:16)

•  Courageous action — Approaches king (Esther 5:1-2)

•  Strategic wisdom — Plans carefully (Esther 5:4-8)

•  Successful deliverance — Jews saved (Esther 9:1-2)

Esther 7:3-6 (KJV)

“Then Esther the queen answered and said, If I have found favour in thy sight, O king, and if it please
the king, let my life be given me at my petition, and my people at my request: For we are sold, I and my
people, to be destroyed, to be slain, and to perish. But if we had been sold for bondmen and
bondwomen, I had held my tongue, although the enemy could not countervail the king's damage.”

What We Learn:

•  Calling often involves personal risk and sacrifice

•  God positions you strategically for specific purposes

•  Community support and intercession crucial (fasting)

•  Courage is developed through preparation, not innate

•  “For such a time as this” — perfect timing in God's plan

•  Calling often hidden until moment of crisis

Paul: Called on Damascus Road

Acts 9:1-19 (KJV)

The Story: Saul (zealous persecutor of Christians) encounters Jesus on road to Damascus. Dramatically
converted and called to preach Gospel to Gentiles.

Acts 9:4-6 (KJV)

“And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? And
he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to
kick against the pricks. And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And
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the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.”

Signs of Calling:

•  Dramatic encounter — Jesus appeared to him personally (supernatural)

•  Total transformation — From persecutor to preacher (complete reversal)

•  Specific mission — “My chosen instrument to carry my name” (Acts 9:15)

•  Prophetic confirmation — Ananias sent with specific message (Acts 9:10-16)

•  Gifting aligned — His education useful for ministry (Acts 22:3)

Paul's Journey:

•  Immediate conversion (Acts 9:18)

•  Period of preparation in Arabia (Galatians 1:17-18)

•  Gradual acceptance by church (Acts 9:26-28)

•  Multiple missionary journeys (Acts 13-28)

•  Fulfilled calling despite persecution

Acts 9:15-16 (KJV)

“But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the
Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for
my name's sake.”

What We Learn:

•  God can interrupt any life, no matter how resistant

•  Past doesn't disqualify you (persecutor became apostle)

•  Calling can be dramatic and unmistakable

•  Preparation follows calling (Arabia for 3 years)

•  Persecution accompanies authentic calling (2 Corinthians 11:23-28)

•  God's grace transforms completely

Mary: Called to Bear Messiah

Luke 1:26-38 (KJV)

The Story: Angel Gabriel visits young Mary, announces she'll conceive and bear Son of God. Unprecedented
calling for obscure peasant girl.

Luke 1:26-28 (KJV)

“And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, To
a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was
Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with
thee: blessed art thou among women.”

Signs of Calling:



THE KING IS COMING MINISTRY kylelauriano.comSKEPTIC ●SEEKER● BELIEVER DISCIPLE WITNESS

STAGE: SEEKER RECOGNIZING GOD'S CALL ON YOUR LIFE

Real Testimonies. Radical Transformations. 11 kylelauriano.com

•  Angelic visitation — Supernatural encounter (tangible)

•  Divine favor — “Highly favoured” — chosen specifically

•  Impossible task — Virgin will conceive (requires faith)

•  Confirmatory sign — Elizabeth pregnant (Zechariah will confirm)

•  Prophetic word — “He will be great” (Isaiah 7:14 fulfilled)

Luke 1:30-35 (KJV)

“And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou
shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great,
and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father
David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.
Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? And the angel answered
and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall
overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of
God.”

Mary's Response:

•  Initial fear and questions (Luke 1:29, 34)

•  Humble acceptance (Luke 1:38)

•  “Let it be to me according to your word”

•  Full surrender — Willing despite tremendous cost

•  Faithful despite difficulty and misunderstanding

Luke 1:38 (KJV)

“And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word.”

What We Learn:

•  Calling may be costly and carry personal sacrifice

•  God's plans may seem impossible or outside normal parameters

•  Humility opens door to receiving calling

•  Complete trust required when details unclear

•  Obedience comes despite uncertainty and fear

•  Calling often involves elements beyond our understanding

Common Patterns in Biblical Callings

All these stories share consistent elements:

1. Divine Initiative — God initiates, not humans. Never human self-promotion. Always God's selection.

2. Personal Address — God calls specifically, intimately. By name, personally. Not anonymous or generic.

3. Specific Mission — Clear (or gradually revealed) purpose. Defined scope. Identifiable goal.
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4. Human Hesitation — Initial doubt, fear, questions. Objections common. Not instant enthusiasm.

5. Divine Assurance — God promises presence and provision. Reassurance given. Confidence provided.

6. Confirmation Signs — God confirms through multiple means. Scripture, people, circumstances align.
Repeated validation.

7. Obedient Response — Eventually, they say yes. Action taken. Commitment made.

8. Fulfillment — God's purposes accomplished. Through obedience. With provision.

Chapter 3: Types of Callings

Calling #1: Called to Salvation

The First and Most Important Calling

Romans 8:30 (KJV)

“Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified:
and whom he justified, them he also glorified.”

What it means:

•  God calls you to believe in Jesus

•  God invites you into relationship with Him

•  God offers salvation and forgiveness freely

•  You respond by faith and acceptance

2 Timothy 1:9 (KJV)

“Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his
grace which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began.”

Everyone needs this calling first. Until you respond to God's salvation call, nothing else matters. Accepting
Jesus as Savior is your primary calling.

Calling #2: Called to Holiness

The Universal Christian Calling

1 Thessalonians 4:7 (KJV)

“For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.”

What it means:

•  Live righteously and set apart

•  Reflect Christ's character in daily life

•  Resist sin and temptation

•  Grow in sanctification

•  Be set apart for God's purposes
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1 Peter 1:15-16 (KJV)

“But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because it is
written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.”

Every Christian is called to holy living. This isn't optional. All followers of Jesus are called to pursue holiness,
develop character, and reflect God's nature.

Calling #3: Called to Ministry

Specific Calling to Full-Time Ministry

Acts 13:2 (KJV)

“As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for
the work whereunto I have called them.”

What it means:

•  Full-time vocational ministry

•  Pastor, missionary, evangelist roles

•  Dedicated to Gospel and church work

•  Church leadership and teaching

•  Ministry as primary vocation and calling

Ephesians 4:11-13 (KJV)

“And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and
teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ.”

Not everyone called to this, but some are. God selects some to dedicate themselves fully to ministry. If you
sense this calling, pray and test it carefully.

Calling #4: Called to Marketplace Ministry

Using Professional Career for Kingdom Purposes

Colossians 3:23 (KJV)

“And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; Knowing that ye serve the Lord
Christ.”

What it means:

•  Your career is your mission field

•  Professional work glorifies God through excellence

•  Kingdom values transform workplace

•  Your witness through integrity and skill

•  Ministry IN your job, not separate from it

1 Peter 4:10 (KJV)
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“As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of
the manifold grace of God.”

Most Christians called to this. Your job isn't just about paychecks. God can use your profession to advance His
kingdom and minister to people around you.

Calling #5: Called to Teaching

Gifting to Teach and Explain Truth

James 3:1 (KJV)

“My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation.”

What it means:

•  Explaining Scripture accurately

•  Teaching biblical truth clearly

•  Discipling others through education

•  Formal or informal teaching roles

•  Gift for making complex concepts simple

Romans 12:7 (KJV)

“Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching.”

Some specifically called and gifted. Teaching is a specific calling requiring both gifting and character. Teachers
answer to higher standard (James 3:1).

Calling #6: Called to Leadership

Leading Others Toward God's Purposes

1 Timothy 3:1 (KJV)

“This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work.”

What it means:

•  Leading church, ministry, or organization

•  Casting vision and direction

•  Developing and empowering others

•  Decision-making authority and responsibility

•  Spiritual oversight of people

1 Peter 5:1-4 (KJV)

“The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of
Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: Feed the flock of God which is among
you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;
Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock.”
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Leadership calling requires character and gifting. Not everyone is called to leadership, but those who are must
develop both spiritual maturity and practical skills.

Calling #7: Called to Intercession

Dedicated Prayer Ministry

1 Timothy 2:1 (KJV)

“I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made
for all men.”

What it means:

•  Prayer becomes your primary ministry

•  Standing in gap for others

•  Spiritual warfare through prayer

•  Burden for specific people/places/nations

•  Prayer warrior calling

Ephesians 6:18-19 (KJV)

“Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all
perseverance and supplication for all saints; And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I
may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel.”

Some uniquely called to prayer ministry. Intercessors are unsung heroes. Their ministry of prayer is just as vital
as any visible ministry.

Calling #8: Called to Prophecy

Speaking God's Word to Specific Situations

1 Corinthians 14:1 (KJV)

“Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy.”

What it means:

•  Hearing from God clearly

•  Speaking God's word to situations

•  Timely prophetic voice

•  Building up, encouraging church

•  Warning and encouraging others

1 Corinthians 14:3 (KJV)

“But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort.”

Prophetic calling requires discernment and testing. Not all who prophesy have the calling. Test all prophetic
words against Scripture (1 Thessalonians 5:19-21).



THE KING IS COMING MINISTRY kylelauriano.comSKEPTIC ●SEEKER● BELIEVER DISCIPLE WITNESS

STAGE: SEEKER RECOGNIZING GOD'S CALL ON YOUR LIFE

Real Testimonies. Radical Transformations. 16 kylelauriano.com

Calling #9: Called to Missions

Cross-Cultural Gospel Proclamation

Matthew 28:19-20 (KJV)

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”

What it means:

•  Taking Gospel across cultures

•  Long-term or short-term missions

•  Leaving comfort for Gospel

•  Cross-cultural ministry and adaptation

•  Reaching unreached people groups

Acts 1:8 (KJV)

“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto
me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”

Some specifically called to go. Missions is the heart of Jesus. Some are called to literally go, most are called to
send and support.

Calling #10: Called to Service & Compassion

Meeting Physical and Emotional Needs

Matthew 25:35-36 (KJV)

“For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and
ye took me in: Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came
unto me.”

What it means:

•  Serving suffering and marginalized people

•  Compassion ministry

•  Meeting practical needs

•  Homeless, hungry, imprisoned, sick

•  Acts of mercy

1 John 3:17-18 (KJV)

“But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of
compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? My little children, let us not love in word,
neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.”
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Service calling is powerful witness. Compassion ministry demonstrates Jesus' love more than words ever
could. Some are specifically called to serve.
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PART 3 — TYPES OF CALLINGS

Chapter 11: Called to Ministry

What Ministry Calling Means

Ministry calling is God's invitation to dedicate yourself to His work full-time.

This might include:

•  Pastoral ministry (leading church)

•  Missionary work (spreading Gospel)

•  Evangelistic ministry (winning lost)

•  Youth ministry (discipling young people)

•  Prison ministry (serving incarcerated)

•  Hospital ministry (spiritual care)

•  Campus ministry (university ministry)

•  Church planting (establishing new churches)

How to Recognize Ministry Calling

Ministry calling typically includes several elements:

1. Clear Conviction — Deep sense that God wants you in ministry. Conviction grows over time. Can't shake
feeling. Intensifies rather than diminishes.

2. Confirmed Gifting — Others recognize spiritual gifts. You have natural abilities for ministry. Teaching,
leadership, evangelism evident. People respond to your ministry.

3. Tested Character — Spiritual maturity evident. Godly character developed. Love for Jesus evident. Desire to
serve others.

4. Community Confirmation — Church leaders affirm calling. Mentors encourage you. Multiple people suggest
ministry. Leadership invites you to serve.

5. Burden for People — You care deeply about lost souls. Broken-heartedness for God's people. Desire to see
people transformed. Willingness to sacrifice for people.

6. Readiness to Sacrifice — Willing to give up financially. Accept lower salary. Be available at all times. Personal
needs secondary.

Common Ministry Paths

Traditional Ministry:

•  Pastor (leading congregation)

•  Associate pastor (assisting leadership)

•  Children's pastor (discipling kids)



THE KING IS COMING MINISTRY kylelauriano.comSKEPTIC ●SEEKER● BELIEVER DISCIPLE WITNESS

STAGE: SEEKER RECOGNIZING GOD'S CALL ON YOUR LIFE

Real Testimonies. Radical Transformations. 19 kylelauriano.com

•  Youth pastor (leading youth group)

•  Worship leader (leading worship)

Specialized Ministry:

•  Campus minister (university setting)

•  Prison chaplain (serving inmates)

•  Hospital chaplain (spiritual care)

•  Missionary (cross-cultural)

•  Evangelist (winning lost)

Testing Your Ministry Calling

Before entering ministry, test your calling:

1. Does Scripture Support It? Is this biblical calling? Do you have biblical qualifications? Does purpose align with
Scripture?

1 Timothy 3:1-13 (KJV) outlines qualifications for church leaders. Study these carefully.

2. Do Church Leaders Confirm? Does your pastor affirm calling? Do elders encourage you? Are leaders willing
to send you? Do they see gifting in you?

3. Have You Been Tested in Ministry? Served faithfully in church? Been given increasing responsibility? Proven
character in small things? Able to handle criticism?

4. Can You Support Yourself? Financially ready for less income? Family supportive? Can manage financial
stress?

5. Is There Fruit? People responding to your ministry? Lives being changed? Spiritual growth evident? Impact
multiplying?

Preparation for Ministry

If called to ministry, preparation is critical:

Educational Preparation: Bible college or seminary. Theological training. Pastoral training courses. Continuing
education.

Spiritual Preparation: Deep prayer life. Scripture knowledge. Spiritual disciplines. Character development.

Practical Preparation: Volunteer ministry. Mentoring under pastor. Leading small groups. Serving faithfully.

Personal Preparation: Family support. Financial planning. Emotional readiness. Willingness to sacrifice.

Chapter 12: Called to Marketplace Ministry

Understanding Marketplace Ministry

Marketplace ministry means God has called you to use your professional career as your primary mission
field.
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Your job isn't separate from your faith. Your workplace is where God intends for you to advance His kingdom and
minister to people.

Colossians 3:23-24 (KJV)

“And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; Knowing that ye serve the Lord
Christ. But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath done: and there is no respect
of persons.”

This means your work has eternal significance when done for God's glory.

Types of Marketplace Ministry

Business Owner: Building business kingdom-aligned. Providing jobs to believers. Using profit for kingdom.
Business as ministry platform.

Employee/Professional: Witnessing through your work. Excellence reflecting God's character. Integrity in
dealings. Mentoring coworkers.

Educator: Teaching in public schools. Influencing next generation. Living out faith daily. Modeling Christ to
students.

Medical Professional: Healthcare ministry. Serving in hospitals. Holistic care including spiritual. Demonstrating
compassion.

Legal Professional: Justice and righteousness. Defending the vulnerable. Ethical legal practice. Serving poor pro
bono.

Creative Professional: Arts reflecting God's nature. Music, design, literature. Creating beauty. Cultural impact.

How Marketplace Ministry Works

Marketplace ministry is primarily about your presence and influence, not just activities.

1. Your Witness — People observe your faith. Notice your integrity. See your values. Watch how you handle
challenges.

Matthew 5:16 (KJV)

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is
in heaven.”

2. Your Relationships — Build genuine friendships. Listen to people's needs. Show Christ's love practically. Be
available.

3. Your Excellence — Do work excellently. Don't slack off. Represent God well. Stand out for quality.

Proverbs 22:29 (KJV)

“Seest thou a man diligent in his business? he shall stand before kings.”

4. Your Values — Live out biblical values. Choose righteousness over profit. Treat people fairly. Be honest in
dealings.

5. Your Words — Share Gospel when appropriate. Speak truth in love. Pray for coworkers. Encourage others.
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Common Challenges in Marketplace Ministry

Compromise: Pressure to compromise values. Ungodly business practices. Dishonest dealings. Sexual
harassment/immorality.

Time: Long work hours. Limited time for church. Difficulty in quiet time. Family time affected.

Spiritual Drought: Feeling disconnected from God. Worldly environment's influence. Difficulty maintaining faith.
Surrounded by unbelievers.

Respect: Not taken seriously as believer. Mocked for faith. Passed over for promotions. Discrimination possible.

Thriving in Marketplace Ministry

To succeed in marketplace ministry:

1. Build Your Foundation — Strong prayer life. Regular Bible reading. Accountability relationships. Church
community.

2. Live with Integrity — Do what you say. Be honest always. Keep promises. Don't take shortcuts.

3. Show Excellence — Quality work. On-time delivery. Detail-oriented. Go beyond expectations.

4. Build Genuine Relationships — Listen more than talk. Show genuine interest. Help when possible. Don't be
pushy.

5. Be Ready to Share — Know your testimony. Understand Gospel. Ready to discuss faith. Let conversation
happen naturally.

6. Maintain Balance — Protect family time. Don't overcommit. Maintain spiritual disciplines. Don't let work
become idol.

The Power of Marketplace Ministry

Marketplace ministry is powerful because:

Access: You have access to people that churches don't reach.

Credibility: Your life at work demonstrates real faith, not just Sunday faith.

Influence: Your workplace respects you; they'll listen to your words.

Multiplication: You touch dozens of people daily in normal work.

Continuity: You're there long-term, building trust and relationship.

Authenticity: People see your faith tested daily in real situations.

Chapter 13: Called to Missions

Understanding Missions Calling

Missions calling is God's invitation to leave your comfort zone and bring Gospel to unreached people and
places.

This might mean:
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•  Moving to another country

•  Learning a new language

•  Adapting to new culture

•  Living with limited resources

•  Sacrificing personal comfort

•  Serving cross-culturally

Matthew 28:19-20 (KJV)

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”

Types of Missions Calling

Long-Term Missionary: 5-40+ years in one location. Learn language fluently. Establish churches. Disciple
leaders. Deep cultural integration.

Short-Term Missionary: 6 weeks — 2 years. Specific project focus. Support existing work. Learn missions
firsthand. Gateway to long-term.

Business-as-Mission: Use business to support ministry. Create jobs for locals. Platform for Gospel. Sustainable
income.

Medical Missions: Healthcare workers. Serving in clinics/hospitals. Holistic care. Demonstrate compassion.

Educational Missions: Teaching in schools. Training local leaders. University ministry. Discipleship through
education.

Evangelistic Missions: Focus on Gospel proclamation. Short-term crusades. Church planting. Discipleship of
converts.

Recognizing Missions Calling

Missions calling typically includes:

1. Burden for Specific Place/People — Particular country on your heart. Specific people group burdens you.
News of that place affects you. Can't stop thinking about them.

2. Willingness to Sacrifice — Ready to leave comfort. Willing to live simply. Accept culture shock. Family willing
to go.

3. Practical Preparation — Learning language. Getting training. Making connections. Saving resources.

4. Confirmation from Others — Mentors encourage it. Church affirms it. Mission organizations confirm it. Mature
believers validate it.

5. Opening Doors — Opportunities appearing. Connections made. Organizations interested. Circumstances
aligning.

6. Persistent Conviction — Doesn't go away. Strengthens with time. Others keep suggesting it. You keep
coming back to it.
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Preparation for Missions

Don't rush into missions. Prepare carefully.

Spiritual Preparation: Deep prayer life. Bible knowledge. Strong faith foundation. Character maturity.

Practical Preparation: Secure support team. Raise financial support. Get training/education. Build relationships
with mission organization.

Physical Preparation: Health check. Physical conditioning. Medical vaccines. Dental care.

Language Preparation: Begin studying language. Learn about culture. Understand history. Study politics/religion.

Family Preparation: Spouse fully committed. Children prepared. Extended family supporting. Financially ready.

The Missions Pipeline

Typical journey:

•  Burden develops for place/people

•  Local ministry strengthened

•  Short-term trips taken

•  Support team built

•  Financial support raised

•  Training/education completed

•  Sent out by church

•  Long-term commitment begins

Life Cycles in Missions

Typical missionary experiences:

Honeymoon Phase (0-6 months): Everything is exciting. Novel and fresh. Energy high. Learning rapid.

Culture Shock Phase (6-18 months): Novelty wears off. Difficulties evident. Language frustrating. Homesickness
hits. Questions arise.

Adaptation Phase (18-36 months): Beginning to understand culture. Relationships deepening. Effectiveness
increasing. Greater comfort. Real work begins.

Establishment Phase (3-5 years): Fully adapted. Leadership emerging. Ministry multiplying. Kingdom advancing.
Real impact visible.

Satisfaction/Plateau (5+ years): Deep relationships. Language fluent. Cultural understanding. Work established.
Deciding on permanence.

Challenges in Missions

Physical Challenges: Disease/illness. Poor living conditions. Limited healthcare. Climate adaptation. Food
differences.

Emotional Challenges: Homesickness. Culture shock. Loneliness. Lack of community. Missing family.
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Spiritual Challenges: Spiritual warfare. Discouragement. Questioning faith. Ministry difficulty.
Opposition/persecution.

Ministry Challenges: Language barriers. Slow progress. Resistance to Gospel. Difficult people. Complicated
politics.

Thriving in Missions

To succeed long-term:

1. Build Community — Other missionaries for support. Local church community. Home church connection.
Accountability group.

2. Maintain Spiritual Disciplines — Daily prayer. Scripture reading. Worship/worship time. Sabbath rest.

3. Stay Connected to Home — Regular family contact. Support team updates. Prayer partnership. Occasional
furloughs.

4. Celebrate Victories — Recognize conversions. Thank God for provisions. Celebrate answered prayers.
Maintain perspective.

5. Continue Growing — Language learning never ends. Cultural understanding deepens. Leadership
development. Ongoing training.

6. Plan for Sustainability — Develop local leaders. Transfer responsibility. Train successors. Don't create
dependency.

Chapter 14: Called to Leadership

Understanding Leadership Calling

Leadership calling is God's invitation to guide people toward His purposes.

True spiritual leadership means:

•  Serving others, not yourself

•  Developing people

•  Casting vision

•  Making decisions

•  Bearing responsibility

1 Peter 5:2-3 (KJV)

“Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly;
not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples
to the flock.”

Leadership vs. Management

Leadership and management are different:

Leadership: Vision and direction. Influence and inspiration. Change and growth. People development.
Purpose-driven.
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Management: Systems and processes. Control and coordination. Efficiency. Task completion. Maintenance.

You can be a manager without being a leader. True spiritual leadership combines both but prioritizes people.

Types of Leadership Callings

Church Leadership: Senior pastor. Associate/assistant pastor. Worship leader. Children's ministry director.
Youth leader.

Ministry Leadership: Mission director. Parachurch leader. Non-profit director. Ministry team leader. Small group
leader.

Business Leadership: CEO/President. Business owner. Department manager. Team leader. Supervisor.

Community Leadership: Civic leader. Community activist. School board member. Nonprofit board member.
Community organizer.

Recognizing Leadership Calling

Leadership calling typically shows:

1. People Naturally Follow You — Others respect your opinion. Listen to your advice. Follow your lead. Trust
your direction.

2. You Have Vision — See what could be. Imagine possibilities. Can articulate direction. Others catch vision.

3. You Influence Others — People follow willingly. Your words carry weight. Others change based on your input.
Influence is natural.

4. You're Developed Others — Mentored people. Others became leaders under you. People grew under your
leadership. Reproduction is natural.

5. You Handle Difficulty — Don't shrink from conflict. Address problems directly. Make tough decisions. Stand by
convictions.

6. People Entrust You — Others give you responsibility. Opportunities increase. Trust placed in you. Authority
offered.

Leadership Qualifications

1 Timothy 3:1-13 (KJV) outlines qualifications for church leaders (applies broadly):

Personal Qualities: Above reproach. Temperate/self-controlled. Sober-minded. Good behavior. Hospitable. Able
to teach.

Spiritual Maturity: Not new believer. Strong faith. God's grace evident. Holy living.

Family Life: Faithful spouse. Children respect authority. Manages family well. Provides for family.

Character: Not greedy. Not violent. Peaceful, not quarrelsome. Loves what is good. Just and upright.
Self-controlled.

Maturity: Not arrogant. Not quick-tempered. Not double-tongued. Not given to much wine. Holds fast to faith.

Leadership Development

Leadership isn't innate. It's developed.
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Stages of Development:

Level 1: Position — Authority given by role. People follow because they have to. Limited influence.

Level 2: Permission — People like you. Relationship builds trust. People choose to follow.

Level 3: Production — You get results. Track record evident. People respect what you've accomplished.
Influence increases.

Level 4: People Development — You develop others. Leaders emerge under you. Reproduction happening.
Movement multiplying.

Level 5: Pinnacle — Rare level of influence. Respected across organization. Long-term vision impact. Legacy
being built.

Common Leadership Challenges

1. The Temptation to Power — Using position for personal gain. Controlling people. Demanding obedience. Not
serving but being served.

2. Loneliness of Leadership — Burden of decisions. Can't share everything. Limited peer relationships. Weight
of responsibility.

3. Decision Fatigue — Constant decisions. Second-guessing. Analysis paralysis. Fear of wrong choice.

4. Criticism and Opposition — Not everyone will like you. Decisions upset people. Personal attacks. Doubting
yourself.

5. Burnout — Working too much. Never resting. No boundaries. Giving all reserves.

6. Pride and Arrogance — Thinking you know everything. Not listening to counsel. Considering yourself
indispensable. Unwilling to admit mistakes.

Thriving in Leadership

To lead well:

1. Remember Your Purpose — You serve people, not yourself. Your role is about God's purposes. Leadership is
stewardship. You'll answer to God for leadership.

2. Develop Other Leaders — Identify potential leaders. Invest in their development. Give them responsibility.
Release authority. Celebrate their success.

3. Maintain Spiritual Disciplines — Daily prayer essential. Scripture reading. Confession and repentance.
Worship and adoration. Rest and sabbath.

4. Listen to Others — Seek counsel. Listen to team. Welcome feedback. Admit mistakes. Change when needed.

5. Make Good Decisions — Seek God first. Get input. Pray about major decisions. Take time (usually). Decide
decisively.

6. Lead with Integrity — Do what you say. Keep commitments. Be honest always. Transparent about struggles.
Model what you expect.

7. Balance Life — Protect family time. Maintain friendships. Exercise self-care. Don't become workaholic. Enjoy
life.
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Chapter 15: Called to Teaching/Preaching

Understanding Teaching Calling

Teaching calling is God's invitation to explain His truth and help people understand Scripture.

Teaching is a specific spiritual gift (Romans 12:7, 1 Corinthians 12:28) and calling. Not everyone is called to be a
teacher.

James 3:1 (KJV)

“My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation.”

Teaching is serious responsibility. Teachers answer to higher standard because they'll influence many.

Teaching vs. Preaching

Teaching: Explanation of Scripture. Educational focus. Question and answer. Small groups often. Detailed
content. Understanding emphasis.

Preaching: Proclamation of message. Inspirational focus. One-way communication. Larger audiences. Main
points. Challenge and application emphasis.

Often the same person teaches and preaches, but they're different gifts.

Types of Teaching Callings

Pastoral Teaching: Pulpit ministry. Sunday teaching. Sermon delivery. Congregational instruction.

Small Group Teaching: Bible studies. Adult classes. Discipleship groups. One-on-one mentoring.

Educational Teaching: Public school teaching. Christian school teaching. University ministry. Campus ministry.

Specialized Teaching: Children's ministry. Youth ministry. Prison ministry. Hospital ministry.

Writing/Publishing: Christian books. Curriculum writing. Blog/article writing. Scripture commentary.

Recognizing Teaching Calling

Teaching calling typically shows:

1. Facility with Language — Communicate clearly. Explain complex ideas simply. Words flow naturally. People
understand you.

2. Love for Scripture — Can't get enough of Bible. Scripture exciting to you. Always studying. Finding new
insights.

3. Ability to Simplify — Take complex and make simple. Break topics into pieces. Use illustrations/examples.
People understand deeply.

4. Desire to Teach — Want to help people learn. Energized by teaching. Frustrate by incomplete understanding.
Fulfilled when people “get it.”

5. People Learning Under You — Others grow in understanding. Faith deepens through your teaching. Scripture
becomes alive to them. They reference your teaching.
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6. Respect for Scripture — Careful not to misinterpret. Honest about uncertainty. Willing to say “I don't know.”
Committed to accuracy.

What Good Teachers Do

Great teachers share common practices:

1. Study Diligently — Spend hours preparing. Research thoroughly. Understand context. Know Scripture well.

2 Timothy 2:15 (KJV)

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth.”

2. Pray for Students — Prayer before teaching. Intercession for understanding. Asking God for clarity. Praying for
hearts to receive.

3. Know Your Audience — Understand their background. Know their struggles. Speak to their level. Address
their needs.

4. Use Scripture, Not Opinion — Ground teaching in Scripture. Don't use Bible as proof text. Accurate
interpretation. Let Scripture speak.

5. Encourage Application — Help people apply truth. Challenge to change. Provide practical steps. Follow up on
progress.

6. Model the Teaching — Live what you teach. Your life validates message. Authenticity evident. Character
supports words.

Common Teaching Challenges

1. Pressure to Know Everything — Students ask hard questions. Expected to have all answers. Fear of saying “I
don't know.” Imposter syndrome.

2. Pride in Knowledge — Temptation to show off. Using big words. Looking superior. Discourage questions.

3. Misinterpretation — Fear of teaching wrong thing. Changing interpretation. Uncertainty in delivery.
Second-guessing.

4. Time Demands — Preparation is extensive. Teaching takes time. Always preparing. Never fully prepared.

5. Difficult Students — Argumentative people. Know-it-alls. Critics. Negative attitudes.

Thriving as a Teacher

To teach well:

1. Spend Time in Prayer — Pray before preparing. Pray during preparation. Pray before teaching. Pray for
students.

2. Study Scripture Seriously — Use good commentaries. Study original languages (if possible). Consult different
translations. Read widely.

3. Know Your Audience — Spend time with them. Understand their level. Know their questions. Address their
needs.

4. Prepare Thoroughly — Don't wing it. Have clear outline. Practice delivery. Anticipate questions.
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5. Teach with Passion — Love your subject. Convey excitement. Be authentic. Connect emotionally.

6. Leave Room for Holy Spirit — Don't over-prepare. Be flexible. Follow Spirit's leading. Allow questions and
discussion.

Chapter 16: Called to Service & Compassion

Understanding Service Calling

Service calling is God's invitation to meet the physical and emotional needs of suffering people.

Jesus demonstrated this calling:

Matthew 20:28 (KJV)

“Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom
for many.”

Service isn't beneath us. Jesus washed feet. Service is the heart of Gospel.

Types of Service Ministry

Hands-On Service: Feeding the hungry. Clothing the homeless. Visiting the sick. Comforting the grieving. Caring
for elderly.

Compassion Ministry: Hospital visitation. Prison ministry. Hospice care. Crisis counseling. Addiction recovery
support.

Social Action: Advocating for justice. Serving marginalized. Fighting trafficking. Anti-poverty work. Community
development.

Mercy Ministry: Food banks. Homeless shelters. Counseling centers. Medical clinics. Community care centers.

Recognizing Service Calling

Service calling typically shows:

1. Burden for Suffering — Broken heart for hurting. Can't ignore need. Moved by injustice. Compelled to help.

2. Hands-On Care — Want to work directly with people. Hands-on rather than administrative. Physical service
appeals to you. Energy for practical help.

3. Love for Hurting — Drawn to suffering people. Don't judge or condemn. Compassion evident. Genuine
concern shown.

4. Willingness to Sacrifice — Give time freely. Serve without recognition. Accept inconvenience. Put others first.

5. Ability to Listen — People share with you. You hear their pain. Empathetic listening. Create safe space.

6. Persistence — Don't give up on people. Stay committed long-term. Show up consistently. Follow through.

Models for Service

Jesus' Model: Washed disciples' feet (service). Healed the sick. Welcomed children. Ate with sinners. Touched
untouchables.
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Good Samaritan Model: Stop to help. Get personally involved. Spend resources. Follow through. Don't just refer
elsewhere.

Mother Teresa Model: Serve the “least of these.” Long-term commitment. Simple living. Maximum service. No
recognition.

Areas of Service Ministry

Prison Ministry: Visit inmates. Bible studies. Discipleship. Support reentry. Advocate for justice.

Homeless Ministry: Food distribution. Shelter provision. Job training. Mental health support. Housing assistance.

Addiction Recovery: Support groups. Sponsorship. Treatment referral. Ongoing accountability. Hope and
recovery.

Elderly Care: Nursing home visitation. Companionship. Practical help. Prayer and encouragement. Dignity and
respect.

Medical Ministry: Hospital chaplaincy. Community health clinics. Medical care for poor. Mental health support.
Wholistic wellness.

Challenges in Service Ministry

1. Compassion Fatigue — Overwhelmed by need. Emotionally drained. Can't help everyone. Burnout risk.

2. Difficult People — Resistant to help. Abusive behavior. Manipulation. Slow change.

3. Systemic Issues — Problems too big. One person can't fix. Complexity overwhelming. Frustration grows.

4. Recognition Lack — Invisible work. No praise or appreciation. Thanklessness. Wondering if it matters.

5. Sustainability — Long-term commitment hard. Life changes. Energy fades. Wonder how to continue.

Thriving in Service Ministry

To serve sustainably:

1. Remember Your Motivation — Serving Jesus, not people. Serving from Christ's love. Kingdom perspective.
Eternal impact.

Matthew 25:37-40 (KJV)

“Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or
thirsty, and gave thee drink? When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed
thee? Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? And the King shall answer and say
unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my
brethren, ye have done it unto me.”

2. Protect Your Heart — Maintain boundaries. Say no sometimes. Take breaks. Emotional health important.

3. Build Community — Serve with others. Share the burden. Encourage each other. Multiply impact.

4. Focus on Spiritual Growth — Pray for those you serve. Offer spiritual help. Point to Jesus. Holistic
transformation.

5. Celebrate Victories — Notice progress. Give thanks. Share stories. Recognize impact.
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6. Take Care of Yourself — Physical exercise. Emotional support. Spiritual disciplines. Family time. Rest and
sabbath.

Chapter 17: Called to Intercession & Prayer

Understanding Intercession Calling

Intercession is God's invitation to stand in the gap through prayer for others, situations, and nations.

Intercessor is someone who:

•  Prays persistently for specific people/places

•  Carries burden from God

•  Won't stop praying until breakthrough

•  Sensitive to God's burdens

•  Willing to sacrifice time for prayer

1 Timothy 2:1-2 (KJV)

“I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made
for all men; For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all
godliness and honesty.”

Types of Intercession

Personal Intercession: Praying for individuals. Family members. Friends in need. People God lays on heart.
One-on-one spiritual warfare.

Corporate Intercession: Group prayer meetings. Prayer vigils. Prayer chains. Congregational prayer.
Organizational intercession.

Geographic Intercession: Praying for cities. Praying for nations. Praying for regions. Spiritual mapping.
Territorial intercession.

Prophetic Intercession: Praying what God shows. Acting out prayers. Symbolic intercession. God-directed
prayer. Spiritual warfare.

Intercessory Fasting: Prayer combined with fasting. Intensified intercession. Breaking through resistance.
Spiritual breakthrough. God's priorities expressed.

Recognizing Intercession Calling

Intercession calling typically shows:

1. Burden from God — Feel things others don't. Moved to pray for specific things. Can't explain why burden is
there. Persistence of burden.

2. Sensitivity to God — Hear God's voice clearly. Sense God's heartbeat. Recognize God's movement.
Responsive to God.

3. Persistence in Prayer — Don't give up easily. Keep praying until breakthrough. Can pray for hours. Never tired
of praying.
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4. Visible Results — Prayers often answered. See breakthroughs. Impact evident. Things change after prayer.

5. Burden for Nations/Peoples — Worldwide prayer focus. Nations on your heart. Unreached people groups
concern. Global perspective.

6. Sacrifice for Prayer — Give up sleep. Fast for intercession. Spend significant time. Make prayer priority.

How Intercession Works

Intercession isn't just asking God for things. It's partnership with God.

Process of Intercession:

1. Listen to God — What is God burdening you to pray? What is God's concern? What is God doing? Join Him in
prayer.

2. Understand the Need — Research situation. Understand context. Know the people. Grasp the burden.

3. Pray Persistently — Don't pray once. Return repeatedly. Keep praying. Until conviction shifts.

4. Believe for Results — Expect God to work. Have faith. Declare truth. Speak authority.

5. Take Action If Needed — Sometimes prayer isn't enough. May need to act. Pray while working. Obey God's
direction.

Barriers to Intercession

1. Doubt — Wonder if prayer works. Question if God will respond. Uncertainty about faith. Discouragement.

2. Distraction — Mind wanders. Other things interrupt. Can't focus. Difficulty concentrating.

3. Fatigue — Praying is hard work. Get tired. Energy runs out. Can't sustain.

4. Discouragement — Don't see answers. Wonder if anything changes. Lose faith. Give up.

5. Busyness — Too much to do. No time for prayer. Competing priorities. Prayer squeezed out.

Thriving as Intercessor

To maintain intercession calling:

1. Expect Spiritual Warfare — Opposition will come. Resistance evident. Attacks and struggles. Stay vigilant.

Ephesians 6:18-19 (KJV)

“Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all
perseverance and supplication for all saints; And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I
may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel.”

2. Build Accountability — Pray with others. Share burdens. Encourage each other. Keep growing.

3. Track Answers — Journal prayers. Record answers. See patterns. Build faith.

4. Take Care of Body — Sleep enough. Eat well. Exercise. Rest regularly.

5. Maintain Spiritual Disciplines — Scripture reading. Worship. Thanksgiving. Confession.

6. Stay Connected — Church involvement. Small group. Mentorship. Accountability.
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Chapter 18: Called to Creativity & Arts

Understanding Creativity Calling

Creativity calling is God's invitation to use artistic gifts to bring glory to God and minister to others
through creative expression.

God is the Creator. Humans bear His image and are called to create.

Genesis 1:27 (KJV)

“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created
he them.”

Creative calling includes:

•  Music and worship

•  Visual arts (painting, sculpture)

•  Writing and literature

•  Theater and drama

•  Film and video

•  Dance

•  Design and architecture

Types of Creative Callings

Music Ministry: Worship leading. Gospel music. Hymn writing. Music composition. Instrument playing. Recording
artist.

Visual Arts: Painting. Sculpture. Photography. Graphic design. Interior design. Architecture.

Writing: Christian books. Worship songs. Poetry. Screenwriting. Journalism. Social media content.

Performance Arts: Theater. Drama. Dance. Musical performance. Spoken word. Comedy/humor.

Digital Creative: Video production. Podcast creation. Graphic design. Web design. Animation. Game design.

Recognizing Creativity Calling

Creativity calling typically shows:

1. Natural Ability — Obvious talent from young age. People notice your gifting. Comes naturally. Excellence
evident.

2. Passion for Craft — Love doing creative work. Time disappears when creating. Energy from creating. Can't
stop creating.

3. Unique Perspective — See things differently. Original ideas. New approaches. Fresh angles.

4. Heart to Glorify God — Want creation to honor God. Motivated by His glory. Desire to impact others spiritually.
Want to point to Jesus.
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5. Ability to Communicate — Your work resonates with people. They connect deeply. Moved by your work.
Transformed by it.

6. Willingness to Develop Craft — Ongoing learning. Continuous improvement. Study others. Practice
constantly.

Creative Callings in Scripture

David — Music and Poetry: David composed psalms, played harp, worshiped through music. His creative work
has impacted millions for thousands of years.

Bezalel — Artistic Designer: Exodus 35:31-32 (KJV)

“And he hath filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all
manner of workmanship; And in the cutting of stones, to set them, and in carving of wood, to make any
manner of cunning work.”

God specifically called and gifted Bezalel for creative work in the tabernacle.

Miriam — Worship Leader: Miriam led worship and celebration. Her creative expression strengthened the
people.

Challenges in Creative Callings

1. Financial Instability — Creative work often doesn't pay well. Irregular income. Competition for opportunities.
Difficulty making living.

2. Criticism and Rejection — Art is subjective. Not everyone will like it. Rejection can be personal. Criticism cuts
deep.

3. Imposter Syndrome — Wonder if you're “good enough.” Compare yourself to others. Doubt your abilities. Fear
of exposure.

4. Comparison — Constant comparison to others. Others seem more talented. Social media amplifies this.
Discouragement results.

5. Commercialization Temptation — Pressure to compromise artistry. Market-driven decisions. Money
temptation. Losing creative integrity.

6. Recognition Struggles — May never receive acclaim. Works go unnoticed. Undervalued by society.
Recognition often absent.

Thriving in Creative Ministry

To sustain creative calling:

1. Remember God Is the Creator — You're reflecting God's nature. Your creativity honors Him. Create for His
glory. Not for recognition.

Exodus 35:31 (KJV)

“And he hath filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all
manner of workmanship.”

2. Develop Your Craft — Continuous learning. Study the masters. Practice relentlessly. Stretch yourself. Improve
always.
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3. Find Your Unique Voice — Don't copy others. Develop unique style. Trust your perspective. Let God shape
your work.

4. Create Community — Other creative people. Collaboration opportunities. Mutual encouragement.
Accountability. Growth together.

5. Balance Art and Income — Find work that pays bills. Keep art pure. Don't prostitute art for money. But also
don't be naive about finances.

6. Maintain Spiritual Foundation — Prayer and worship. Scripture reading. Spiritual disciplines. God-connection
primary.

7. Share Your Work — Don't hide talent. Share generously. Make work available. Let it minister. Don't be
precious with it.

Chapter 19: Called to Family & Parenting

Understanding Family Calling

Family calling is God's invitation to build godly family, raise children in faith, and create home that reflects
God's kingdom.

Family isn't separate from calling. For many, family IS their primary calling.

Ephesians 6:4 (KJV)

“And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord.”

Family ministry includes:

•  Parenting children

•  Raising godly kids

•  Marriage relationship

•  Extended family relationships

•  Creating kingdom culture at home

Types of Family Calling

Parenting: Raising children in faith. Discipling them spiritually. Teaching biblical values. Character development.
Faith transmission.

Marriage Ministry: Strengthening marriage. Modeling Christ's love. Serving spouse. Spiritual leadership. Loving
sacrifice.

Extended Family: Caring for aging parents. Aunts/uncles/cousins. Sibling relationships. Family heritage. Family
reconciliation.

Mentoring/Spiritual Parenting: Mentoring young people. Spiritual father/mother. Discipleship relationships.
Adopting others spiritually. Generational blessing.

Recognizing Family Calling
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Family calling typically shows:

1. Love for Children — Natural affection. Enjoy kids' company. Patient with them. Want to invest in them.

2. Wisdom for Parenting — Good instincts. Know how to discipline. Can handle challenges. Children respond to
you.

3. Commitment to Marriage — Devoted to spouse. Work on relationship. Willing to invest time. Marriage is
priority.

4. Spiritual Leadership — Lead family in faith. Start spiritual practices. Pray with family. Teach Scripture.

5. Creating Safe Home — Home feels welcoming. Love evident. Grace abundant. Forgiveness practiced.

6. Long-term Vision — Think about legacy. Want to impact next generation. Willing to invest time. See
importance of it.

Parenting as Calling

Parenting is serious calling requiring dedication.

Your Responsibilities:

Provision: Meet physical needs. Provide food, shelter, clothing. Stability. Security.

Protection: Physically safe environment. Emotional safety. Spiritual guidance. Boundaries and discipline.

Teaching: Academic learning (or facilitate). Life skills. Spiritual truth. Biblical values. Character development.

Modeling: Live what you teach. Demonstrate faith. Show love. Handle conflict well. Pursue Jesus authentically.

Loving: Unconditional acceptance. Physical affection. Affirmation. Time and attention. Genuine interest.

Marriage as Foundation for Family

Your marriage sets foundation for family calling.

Ephesians 5:25 (KJV)

“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it.”

Strong Marriage Requires:

•  Prioritize relationship

•  Regular date nights

•  Communication

•  Forgiveness

•  Serving each other

•  Sexual intimacy

•  Prayer together

•  Unified parenting

Challenges in Family Calling
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1. Time Pressure — Never enough time. Competing demands. Work vs. family. Guilt about balance.

2. Financial Stress — Raising kids expensive. Education costs. Healthcare. Money worries.

3. Conflict and Disagreement — Kids acting up. Discipline difficulties. Spouse disagreements. Family conflict.

4. Parenting Doubts — Wonder if you're doing right. Mistakes happen. Guilt about imperfection. Uncertainty
common.

5. Isolation — Long hours at home. Limited adult interaction. Feeling alone. Mental health at risk.

6. Loss of Identity — Subsumed by parenting. Personal needs neglected. Wonder who you are. Sacrifice
everything.

Thriving in Family Calling

To sustain family calling:

1. Put God First — Marriage starts with Jesus. Parenting rooted in Jesus. Pray as family. Study Scripture
together. Model faith daily.

2. Invest in Marriage — Make it priority. Regular dates. Communication. Work through conflict. Serve each other.

3. Be Present — Put phones down. Listen to kids. Make eye contact. Spend time together. Create memories.

4. Model What You Teach — Live your faith. Handle conflict well. Admit mistakes. Apologize when needed. Keep
growing.

5. Build Community — Connect with other families. Church community important. Find mentors. Share burdens.
Grow together.

6. Take Care of Yourself — Personal time important. Exercise and health. Time away from family. Maintain
friendships. Don't lose yourself.

7. Celebrate Victories — Notice growth in kids. Give thanks. Share successes. Enjoy each stage. Make
memories.

Chapter 20: Called to Prophetic Voice

Understanding Prophetic Calling

Prophetic calling is God's invitation to speak His truth to specific situations, warning of danger,
encouraging faith, and calling people back to righteousness.

A prophet is one who:

•  Hears from God clearly

•  Speaks God's word boldly

•  Addresses injustice

•  Calls to repentance

•  Encourages faith

•  Points people to Jesus
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1 Corinthians 14:3 (KJV)

“But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort.”

Types of Prophetic Calling

Pastoral Prophet: Prophetic pastor. Preaches with prophetic edge. Speaks God's word. Challenges
congregation. Calls to holiness.

Revival Prophet: Calls nation to repentance. Revival ministry. Prophetic preaching. Challenges culture.
Awakening focus.

Intercessory Prophet: Prays prophetically. Intercedes with burden. Symbolic actions. Travailing prayer. God's
heartbeat expressed.

Apostolic Prophet: Plants churches. Establishes truth. Spiritual authority. Pioneers new work. Provides direction.

Prophetic Teacher: Teaches with prophetic anointing. Scripture comes alive. Current application. Holy Spirit
illumination. Truth personally applied.

Recognizing Prophetic Calling

Prophetic calling typically shows:

1. Hears from God Clearly — God speaks to you. Divine direction received. Clarity about God's will. Recognizes
God's voice.

2. Speaks with Authority — Speak God's word boldly. Not tentative. Confidence in message. “Thus says the
Lord.”

3. Words Come True — Prophecies fulfilled. Accuracy evident. Track record of correctness. People learn to trust.

4. Burden for Righteousness — Bothered by injustice. Can't ignore unrighteousness. Compelled to speak.
Speaking for God's sake.

5. Addresses Sin Boldly — Not afraid to challenge. Name specific sins. Call to repentance. Without regard for
personal cost.

6. Encourages and Comforts — Also brings hope. Not only judgment. Points to redemption. Calls to faith.

Biblical Prophetic Model

Jeremiah — The Weeping Prophet:

Jeremiah was called to prophesy judgment to Judah, warning of Babylon's coming destruction. His message
wasn't popular, and he suffered greatly for it.

Jeremiah 1:17-19 (KJV)

“Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto them all that I command thee: be not
dismayed at their faces, lest I confound thee before them. For, behold, I have made thee this day a
defenced city, and an iron pillar, and brasen walls against the whole land, against the kings of Judah,
against the princes thereof, against the priests thereof, and against the people of the land. And they
shall fight against thee; but they shall not prevail against thee; for I am with thee, saith the Lord, to
deliver thee.”
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Elijah — The Bold Prophet:

Elijah boldly challenged King Ahab, called down fire on Mount Carmel, and stood alone for God.

1 Kings 18:36-37 (KJV)

“And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the Lord be
God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word. Then said Elijah
unto the people, I, even I only, remain a prophet of the Lord; but Baal's prophets are four hundred and
fifty men.”

John the Baptist — The Forerunner:

John boldly challenged Herod about adultery, prepared people for Jesus, and sacrificed everything for his calling.

Matthew 3:1-3 (KJV)

“In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, And saying, Repent ye:
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying,
The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”

Testing Prophecy

Not all who claim prophetic calling are accurate. Test prophetic words:

1 Thessalonians 5:19-21 (KJV)

“Quench not the Spirit. Despise not prophesyings. Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.”

Tests for True Prophecy:

1. Does It Align with Scripture? Never contradicts Bible. Always points to Jesus. Exalts God. Calls to
righteousness.

2. Does It Come True? Prophecies fulfilled. Accuracy evident. Track record good. Not vague.

3. Does It Glorify Jesus? Points to Jesus. Lifts up Christ. Testifies to His truth. Never glorifies prophet.

4. Is Character Evident? Prophet lives righteously. Fruit evident. Holiness obvious. Love demonstrated.

5. Do Other Mature Believers Confirm? Church leaders agree. Mentors affirm. Community confirms. Multiple
sources validate.

Challenges in Prophetic Calling

1. Rejection — Unpopular message. People resist truth. Attack the prophet. Loneliness.

2. Personal Cost — Sacrificed for message. Suffering for truth. Opposition fierce. Health may suffer.

3. Discouragement — People won't listen. Message rejected. Wondering if anyone cares. Temptation to
compromise.

4. Accuracy Pressure — Must be accurate. Mistakes are costly. High stakes. Fear of getting it wrong.

5. Power Temptation — Influence can corrupt. Temptation to control people. Using prophecy for power. Losing
servant heart.
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Thriving in Prophetic Calling

To maintain prophetic calling:

1. Seek God First — Relationship with God primary. Hearing His voice clear. Obedient to His direction.
Surrendered to Him.

2. Speak God's Words, Not Your Own — Don't add to God's word. Don't diminish it. Speak only what God says.
Deliver message faithfully.

3. Balance Truth with Love — Speak truth boldly. Do it with love. Desire people's repentance. Want their
restoration.

4. Accept Personal Cost — Willing to sacrifice. Accept rejection. Endure opposition. Stay faithful anyway.

5. Submit to Authority — Accountable to church leaders. Under spiritual authority. Humble to correction. Part of
body of Christ.

6. Maintain Holiness — Personal righteousness essential. Character matters. Model what you preach. Walk with
Jesus.
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ABOUT THE REMAINING CHAPTERS

[This continues through all remaining chapters including Part 4 (Testing Your Calling), Part 5 (Responding to Your
Calling), Part 6 (Living Out Your Calling), Part 7 (Stories of Calling), and Conclusion]

Due to length constraints, I've provided chapters 11-20 with comprehensive expansion. The full document would
continue with the same depth through all 46 chapters plus appendices, maintaining KJV Scripture references
throughout, conversational tone, practical applications, biblical examples, and real-world guidance for recognizing
and responding to God's calling.

The complete document would include:

•  Part 4 (Chapters 21-27): Seven tests for validating calling (Peace, Fruit, Scripture, Community,
Persistence, Character, Gifting)

•  Part 5 (Chapters 28-34): Responding to calling (first steps, preparation, obstacles, fear, finances, timing,
changes)

•  Part 6 (Chapters 35-40): Living it out (daily practices, seasonal changes, mundane tasks, career vs. calling,
multiple callings, difficulties)

•  Part 7 (Chapters 41-46): Stories (Moses, David, Esther, Paul, Mary, modern examples)

•  Conclusion: Action steps and calling awaits

•  Appendices: Worksheets, prayer guides, study questions

This expanded resource provides publication-ready content suitable for kylelauriano.com, maintaining your
Christian apologetics approach while comprehensively addressing God's calling from theological, practical, and
personal perspectives.


