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Signs You Are Called

Discerning God’s Calling on Your Life. An expanded research synthesis examining the biblical theology of calling,
the marks by which a calling is recognized, the forms calling takes, the means God uses to guide, and the
disciple’s response to God's purpose. Prepared for The King Is Coming Ministry — Kyle Lauriano,
kylelauriano.com. This paper treats calling not as a mystical secret to be decoded but as God's summons,
discerned in community and confirmed over time, to which the disciple responds in faith and obedience.
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This paper examines the biblical concept of calling and the question of how a disciple discerns God’s purpose for
his or her life. It argues that calling in Scripture is first and foremost the call to belong to Christ, from which every
particular calling flows. The recognition of a particular calling is not located in a single dramatic experience but in
the convergence of several marks — inward desire, spiritual gifting, the affirmation of the community, opportunity,
and fruitfulness — weighed prayerfully and confirmed over time.

The argument proceeds in three movements. First, calling is grounded theologically in God’s initiative: he calls,
and the disciple responds. Second, calling is discerned communally and confirmed gradually, not seized privately
or proven by feeling alone. Third, the proper response to calling is faithful obedience in the place and work God
assigns, whether that work is public and prominent or hidden and ordinary.

This expanded treatment adds close readings of the great calling narratives of Scripture, a fuller account of the
means God uses to guide, a section addressing common obstacles and misconceptions, and a practical guide
with study questions suitable for personal use or group study. The governing conviction throughout is that the
disciple is responsible for faithfulness, not for perfect certainty — and that the God who calls is also the God who
guides and completes what he begins.
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Few questions press on the maturing disciple more persistently than the question of calling: What does God want
me to do with my life? The question is good and right. It reflects a heart that wants its life to count for God’s
purposes rather than its own. Yet the question is also frequently surrounded by anxiety, confusion, and
misunderstanding.

Much of that anxiety comes from a faulty picture of how calling works — as though God has hidden a single secret
plan that the disciple must decode correctly or forfeit, and as though discerning it depends on receiving an
unmistakable sign. On this view, life becomes a high-stakes guessing game: choose the wrong college, career,
spouse, or city, and one steps permanently outside God’s best, condemned to a second-rate life. The pressure
such a picture creates is enormous, and it is largely self-inflicted, because it does not come from Scripture. The
Bible paints a different and more freeing picture. God is not hiding his will from those who seek him. He calls
clearly to what matters most, gives wisdom generously to those who ask (James 1:5), and works through ordinary
means — desire, gifting, community, opportunity, and circumstance — to direct his people.

This faulty picture often masquerades as high spirituality. It seems devout to insist that one cannot move until God
has revealed his precise will, and irreverent to make a decision by ordinary wisdom. But in practice this supposed
devotion produces paralysis, anxiety, and a distorted view of God. It turns the Father who delights to guide his
children into a withholding figure who conceals his will and then judges them for not guessing it. It elevates a kind
of mystical certainty over the faith, wisdom, and obedience that Scripture actually commends. And it leaves the
disciple endlessly waiting for a sign that may never come in the form he expects. A truer and more biblical picture
of calling does not promise certainty about every decision, but it does promise a God who guides those who seek
him, who gives wisdom to those who ask, and who is sovereign enough to work even our imperfect choices into
his good purpose. This is the picture the present paper aims to recover.

This paper aims to replace anxiety with clarity. It sets out the biblical theology of calling, reads the great calling
narratives closely, distinguishes the general call shared by all believers from the particular callings God assigns,
offers ten practical signs by which a genuine calling may be recognized, examines the means God uses to guide,
addresses common obstacles, and gives practical guidance on discerning and responding to God’s purpose. The
governing conviction throughout is that the disciple is responsible for faithfulness, not for perfect certainty — and
that the God who calls is also the God who guides.

A reader looking for the practical heart of the matter may turn directly to the ten signs (Part IV) or the practical
guide (Part IX). A reader wanting the full argument, and the freedom that comes from seeing calling rightly, should
begin at the beginning.
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1.1 God Takes the Initiative

In Scripture, calling always begins with God. He calls; the human responds. He called Abraham out of Ur to a land
he would be shown (Genesis 12:1-4). He called Moses from the burning bush (Exodus 3). He called Samuel as a
boy in the night (1 Samuel 3). He called the prophets, the disciples, and the apostle Paul. In every case the
initiative is God'’s, and the calling is rooted not in the worthiness of the one called but in the purpose of the One
who calls.

This is the first and most important truth about calling: it is not something the disciple generates, earns, or invents.
It is received. The disciple’s task is to listen, discern, and respond — not to manufacture a destiny by force of will.
This truth quietly dismantles much of the anxiety surrounding calling. If calling were something we had to discover
by our own cleverness or achieve by our own effort, the burden would indeed be crushing. But because calling
originates with God, the responsibility for making it known rests finally with him. The God who wants to direct his
children is more committed to guiding them than they are to being guided. Our part is to seek, to remain available,
and to obey what becomes clear.

Consider the variety in how God issued his calls. To Abraham came a word; to Moses, a burning bush; to Samuel,
a voice in the night; to Elijah’s successor Elisha, the prophet’'s mantle thrown across his shoulders as he plowed (1
Kings 19:19); to the fishermen, the simple words “Follow me”; to Paul, a blinding light. God is not bound to a single
method, and the disciple should not expect his own calling to replicate someone else’s. What unites these diverse
calls is not their form but their source: in every case God acted first, sovereignly, to summon a person to himself
and to his purpose. This frees the disciple from anxiously trying to engineer a particular kind of experience. The
guestion is never “have | had the right sort of calling experience?” but “am | seeking God, available to him, and
willing to obey what he makes clear, however he makes it clear?”

1.2 The Primary Calling: To Belong to Christ

Before any particular assignment, the New Testament speaks of calling first as the call to belong to Jesus Christ.
Believers are “the called of Jesus Christ” (Romans 1:6), “called to be saints” (1 Corinthians 1:2), and called “out of
darkness into his marvellous light” (1 Peter 2:9). Paul tells the church to walk worthy of the calling with which they
were called (Ephesians 4:1).

This primary calling is the foundation of every other. The disciple is called first to Christ — to know him, to belong
to him, to be conformed to his image — and only then to a particular work. To reverse this order is to invite
confusion. A person anxious about vocational calling who has not first rested in the calling to belong to Christ is
building on sand. The particular calling grows out of the primary one.

This ordering also reframes the whole question. Many who agonize over “what God wants me to do” have not yet
rested in what God has already made plain about who they are and whose they are. The deepest answer to “what
is my calling?” is first: you are called to belong to Christ, to be holy, to love God and neighbor, to make disciples. A
disciple secure in that primary calling can hold the question of particular calling with far less anxiety, knowing that
his identity and worth do not hang on getting a vocational decision exactly right. The particular calling is important,
but it is penultimate; belonging to Christ is ultimate.
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This has profound implications for how the disciple carries the search itself. A person whose sense of worth
depends on discovering and achieving an impressive calling will approach the question with desperation, and
desperation distorts discernment — it grasps at every possibility, reads too much into circumstances, and cannot
bear to wait. But a person who already knows he is loved, secure, and accepted in Christ, regardless of vocational
outcome, can seek a particular calling freely and patiently. He is not trying to earn his significance through his
calling; he already has his significance in Christ, and seeks his calling as a beloved child seeks meaningful work in
his Father's house. The gospel thus liberates the search for calling from the crushing weight it so often carries.
The disciple who has not felt this liberation should return to the primary calling and rest there before pressing
further into the particular.

1.3 Calling and the Glory of God

Every calling, whatever its form, has the same ultimate aim: the glory of God and the good of others. Paul writes,
“whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). This
means there is no such thing as a trivial calling. The believer’s daily work, family, and ordinary faithfulness are
themselves arenas of calling, not lesser substitutes for some more “spiritual” assignment.

This conviction guards against a damaging error: the notion that only full-time ministry or dramatic missionary
service counts as a real calling. Scripture knows no such hierarchy. The one who serves faithfully in an ordinary
vocation, to the glory of God, is as truly called as the one who preaches. The question is not whether one’s calling
is impressive, but whether it is faithful.

The Reformation recovered this truth with particular force, insisting that the farmer, the mother, the merchant, and
the magistrate serve God in their callings as truly as the priest or the preacher. The medieval division between the
“sacred” vocations of the clergy and the “secular” work of everyone else was overturned by the recognition that all
honest work, done in faith and to God’s glory, is holy. This dignifies the ordinary. The disciple need not despise the
daily and seemingly unremarkable work to which God has presently assigned him, as though it were a holding
pattern until the “real” calling arrived. That daily work, offered to God, may itself be the calling — or the faithful solil
out of which another calling will in time grow.

This biblical vision of vocation, recovered by the Reformers, has enormous practical implications for how a disciple
thinks about ordinary life. It means the believer can serve God as fully behind a desk, a workbench, a steering
wheel, or a kitchen counter as in a pulpit. It means there is no spiritual hierarchy of occupations in which some
work is intrinsically more pleasing to God than others. It means the question to ask of one’s work is not “is this
sacred or secular?” but “am | doing this in faith, with integrity, in love of neighbor, and to the glory of God?” A
believer who answers yes is fulfilling a genuine calling, whatever the job title. This frees vast numbers of ordinary
Christians from the quiet guilt of feeling that their lives do not count for God because they are not in vocational
ministry. Their lives count enormously; the God who assigns the seemingly small things honors faithfulness in
them, and much of the kingdom’s real work is done in places the world never notices.
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Scripture does not give us an abstract theory of calling so much as a gallery of portraits. Reading several of these
narratives closely reveals patterns that recur across very different lives — and dispels some common myths about
how calling works.

2.1 Abraham — Calling and the Long Obedience

God’s call to Abraham is the archetype: “Get thee out of thy country... unto a land that | will shew thee” (Genesis
12:1). Several features are instructive. The call was to leave the known for the unknown; Abraham was not given a
map, only a direction and a promise. The call required faith, not certainty — he “went out, not knowing whither he
went” (Hebrews 11:8). And the calling unfolded across decades, with the promise of a son delayed for years and
the fullness of the promise reaching far beyond Abraham'’s lifetime.

Abraham'’s story corrects the expectation that a genuine calling comes with full clarity about the destination. Often
God gives only the next step and the assurance of his presence, asking the disciple to walk in trust. The disciple
who refuses to move until the entire path is visible will, like an unbelieving Abraham, never leave Ur. Calling
frequently means obeying the light we have and trusting God for the light we do not yet have.

It is also worth noticing how the calling of Abraham unfolded as a relationship rather than a transaction. God did
not hand Abraham a complete life plan and withdraw; he called Abraham into an ongoing walk, revealing more of
his purpose over years and decades, deepening the promise at each stage. The calling was not a single event but
a lifelong companionship with the God who had summoned him. This reframes how the disciple should think about
discerning calling: the goal is not chiefly to extract information about the future from God, but to walk with God,
who reveals the path as the disciple follows. Abraham'’s faith was not certainty about outcomes — he died without
seeing most of the promise fulfilled (Hebrews 11:13) — but confidence in the One who had called him. That is the
faith calling requires.

2.2 Moses — Calling and the Reluctant Heart

Moses’s call at the burning bush (Exodus 3-4) is remarkable for his resistance. Far from leaping at a dramatic
divine summons, Moses raised objection after objection: Who am I? Who shall | say sent me? What if they do not
believe me? | am not eloquent. Finally, “send... whom thou wilt send” — send someone else (Exodus 4:13). God
met each objection, not by overwhelming Moses but by promising his presence: “Certainly | will be with thee”
(3:12).

Moses’s reluctance is a comfort to every disciple who has felt inadequate to a calling. A sense of unworthiness or
insufficiency is not, by itself, evidence against a calling; it is nearly universal among those God calls. Isaiah cried I
am undone” (Isaiah 6:5); Jeremiah protested “I am a child” (Jeremiah 1:6); Gideon called himself the least in his
family (Judges 6:15). God’'s answer is consistently not “you are more capable than you think” but “I will be with
you.” The adequacy of a calling rests on the Caller, not the called. Those who feel most ready are often least so;
those who feel their insufficiency are precisely the ones who will lean on God.

There is a fine line, however, between humble reluctance and disobedient refusal, and Moses approached it. God
patiently answered objection after objection, but when Moses finally asked him to send someone else, “the anger
of the LORD was kindled against Moses” (Exodus 4:14). The lesson is double-edged. On one hand, God is
gracious and patient with the genuine fears and felt inadequacies of those he calls; he does not despise
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reluctance born of humility. On the other hand, there comes a point at which continued refusal, dressed as
humility, becomes disobedience. False humility can be a subtle form of pride — a refusal to trust that God’s
assessment and God’s presence are sufficient, an insistence on one’s own judgment of one’s unfitness over
God’s clear call. The disciple must therefore hold his sense of inadequacy honestly before God, neither pretending
to a confidence he lacks nor using his weakness as a permanent excuse for refusing what God has made clear.
The promise that decides the matter is always the same: “Certainly | will be with thee.”

2.3 Samuel — Calling and the Need for a Guide

The boy Samuel heard God'’s voice in the night but did not recognize it, mistaking it three times for the voice of Eli
(1 Samuel 3). It was the older Eli who finally discerned that the Lord was calling the boy and taught him how to
respond: “Speak, LORD; for thy servant heareth” (3:9). Samuel needed a wiser guide to help him recognize and
answer the call.

This is a crucial and often-overlooked feature of calling. Even a genuine call from God may not be immediately
recognized by the one called, especially the young or inexperienced. The community of faith — mature believers,
mentors, spiritual guides — plays an essential role in helping a disciple discern and interpret what God is doing.
The disciple who tries to discern calling in complete isolation is like Samuel without Eli, liable to mistake the voice.
This points ahead to the indispensable role of community in discernment, a theme developed in Part VI.

2.4 The Disciples and Paul — Calling and the Sovereign Christ

In the Gospels, Jesus calls his disciples directly and personally: “Follow me” (Matthew 4:19; 9:9). They left nets
and tax-booth to follow. The call was sovereign, specific, and demanding an immediate response. Paul’s call on
the Damascus road (Acts 9) was even more dramatic — an interruption that turned a persecutor into an apostle,
with a specific commission to the Gentiles (Acts 9:15; Galatians 1:15-16).

These callings remind us that God remains free to call as he chooses, sometimes suddenly and unmistakably. Yet
even here the pattern holds: the call originated with Christ, not with the one called; it was confirmed over time
through the life that followed; and it was woven into the community of believers (Paul was sent to Ananias, and
later commissioned by the church at Antioch). The dramatic callings of Scripture are the exception rather than the
rule, and Scripture never instructs us to wait for a Damascus-road experience before acting. The disciple who has
not had a blinding light is not thereby uncalled; most of God’s people are guided by the quieter convergence of
ordinary means.

Paul’'s case is especially instructive on the point of confirmation over time. Though his Damascus-road encounter
was dramatic and unmistakable, he did not immediately launch into his public mission. By his own account he
spent years in relative obscurity — in Arabia, in Damascus, in Tarsus — before Barnabas sought him out and the
church at Antioch eventually commissioned him for the work to which the Spirit had called him (Galatians 1:17-18;
Acts 11:25-26; 13:2-3). Even the most dramatic call in the New Testament was confirmed and matured over
years and through the community before it bore its great fruit. This dismantles the romantic notion that a genuine
calling means instant, dramatic, public ministry. More often, even clear callings involve long seasons of
preparation, hiddenness, and gradual confirmation. The disciple should neither despise such seasons nor doubt
his calling because they are required of him; they were required even of an apostle.
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3.1 The General Call: Shared by All Believers

Certain callings rest upon every disciple without exception, requiring no special discernment because Scripture
states them plainly. Every believer is called to follow Christ, to grow in holiness (1 Thessalonians 4:7), to love God
and neighbor (Matthew 22:37-39), to make disciples (Matthew 28:19-20), and to do good works prepared
beforehand by God (Ephesians 2:10).

These general callings are the soil in which any particular calling grows. A disciple uncertain about a specific
vocational path is never uncertain about these. One need not wait for special guidance to begin loving others,
sharing the gospel, growing in Christlikeness, and serving the church. Faithfulness in the general call is itself the
training ground in which particular callings are clarified.

This is liberating news for the disciple paralyzed by uncertainty about the future. While the particular calling may
be unclear, the general calling never is. There is always something God has plainly called you to do today: to love
the person in front of you, to grow in holiness, to serve your church, to bear witness to Christ. A life poured into
these things is never wasted, never off-track, never outside God’s will — whatever uncertainty remains about the
particulars. The disciple who gives himself fully to the general call while waiting for clarity on the particular is, in
fact, already living a called life.

Much anxiety about calling would dissolve if disciples grasped this. The young believer who frets, “I don’t know
what God wants me to do with my life,” already knows a great deal of what God wants: that he love God with all
his heart, love his neighbor as himself, grow in Christlikeness, share the gospel, serve the body, work honestly,
honor his commitments, and walk in integrity. These are not vague suggestions but clear and weighty commands,
sufficient to fill a life. None of them requires special revelation; all of them can be obeyed today. The disciple
anxious about an unknown future is rarely lacking in known duties. To throw oneself into the general call is not a
consolation prize for those who cannot discern a particular one; it is the very substance of the obedient life and the
ordinary path by which particular callings, in God’s timing, come to light.

3.2 The Particular Call: God’s Specific Assignment

Alongside the general call, Scripture also shows God assigning particular callings: specific people, to specific
work, in specific seasons. Paul was set apart to the Gentiles (Galatians 1:15-16); others were called to teach, to
lead, to show mercy, to give (Romans 12:6-8). These particular callings differ from person to person and may
change across a lifetime.

It is the particular call that usually prompts the question, “What am | called to?” The remainder of this paper
addresses that question. But the order matters: the disciple who is faithful in the general call, and who is growing
in Christ, is already well positioned to discern the particular one. The particular calling is rarely revealed to the
passive or the disobedient; it tends to clarify as the disciple walks faithfully in what is already known. God guides
moving feet. The person waiting motionless for a particular call, while neglecting the general one, has
misunderstood how God ordinarily leads.

It also helps to recognize that the particular call has both a permanent and a seasonal dimension. Some particular
callings are lifelong — a settled vocation, a marriage, a core ministry. Others are for a season — a task, a role, a
place to serve for a time before God leads elsewhere. The disciple need not assume that a present assignment is
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permanent, nor that a calling, once entered, can never change. Both errors generate needless anxiety. The
constant across all the seasons is not the particular task but the God who assigns it and the disciple’s posture of
faithful availability to him.
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Scripture and Christian experience together point to a number of marks that, taken together, indicate a genuine
calling. No single sign is decisive on its own; it is their convergence, weighed prayerfully and tested over time, that
gives confidence. The following ten signs offer a framework for discernment — not a mechanical checklist but a
set of facets through which a single, prayerful discernment can be examined.

4.1 Signs One Through Five

1. A Persistent, Holy Desire

God often plants a calling as a deep and persistent desire that does not fade. Paul writes that “it is God which
worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure” (Philippians 2:13). A holy desire that endures —
surviving setbacks, refined rather than extinguished by difficulty — is often the first mark of a calling. This is to be
distinguished from passing enthusiasm or restlessness. The test of time and trial separates a God-given desire
from a fleeting whim: the whim evaporates when the cost appears, while a true calling-desire deepens and clarifies
under pressure. Note, too, that this desire is holy — it draws one toward serving God and others, not merely
toward personal ambition, recognition, or escape.

2. Corresponding Spiritual Gifts

God equips those he calls. A genuine calling is typically accompanied by spiritual gifts fitted to the task (Romans
12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 12; 1 Peter 4:10-11). One called to teach tends to be given the ability to teach; one called to
lead, the capacity to lead; one called to mercy, a heart and aptitude for compassion. Where desire and gifting
align, a calling is more likely. Conversely, a strong desire with no corresponding gifting — confirmed by no one but
oneself — calls for caution and honest counsel. God does not normally call people to tasks for which he gives
them no capacity, though he often grows the capacity as the disciple steps out in faith.

3. The Affirmation of the Community

A calling is confirmed by the body of Christ, not merely claimed by the individual. In Acts 13 the church at Antioch
recognized and commissioned Barnabas and Saul; the church set them apart for a work the Spirit had appointed.
Mature believers who know the disciple well will often see and affirm a calling, sometimes before the disciple sees
it clearly. The absence of any such affirmation — or the consistent counsel of wise and godly people against a
supposed calling — is serious reason for caution. We are poor judges of ourselves; the community supplies the
outside perspective that protects against both false confidence and false timidity.

4. Fruitfulness in the Work

Jesus taught that a tree is known by its fruit (Matthew 7:16—20). When a disciple begins to act in a calling, genuine
fruit tends to follow — lives changed, needs met, God glorified. Fruitfulness over time, not instant success, is a
strong confirmation that one is laboring in the place God assigned. This sign requires patience and honesty: not
every calling bears visible fruit quickly, and faithfulness in a hard field is not the same as fruitlessness. But over a
sufficient span, a calling in which God is at work will show evidence of his hand, while a path one has chosen
against the grain of God’s purpose tends, in time, to wither.

5. Open Doors and Providential Circumstance

God orders circumstances. Open and closed doors, providential provision, and the timing of events frequently
confirm or redirect a calling (compare 1 Corinthians 16:9; Revelation 3:8; Acts 16:6—10, where the Spirit redirected
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Paul through closed and open doors). Circumstances alone are not infallible — doors can open to temptation as
well as to calling, and a closed door may be an obstacle to push through rather than a divine no — but read
alongside the other signs, providence is part of how God leads. The disciple watches circumstances prayerfully,
neither ignoring them nor treating every open door as automatic proof of God’s will.

4.2 Signs Six Through Ten

6. Alignment with Scripture

A genuine calling never contradicts the revealed will of God in Scripture. God does not call anyone to disobey his
Word. Any supposed calling that requires sin, deceit, the abandonment of clear duty, or the violation of a prior
commitment is not from God, however compelling it feels. Scripture is the fixed boundary within which all guidance
operates — the banks within which the river of calling runs. This sign is non-negotiable and overrides every other.
A powerful desire, an open door, even an apparent confirmation, must all yield to the plain teaching of Scripture.
Feelings and circumstances can deceive; the Word does not.

7. Inner Peace After Prayer

Paul speaks of the peace of God that guards the heart and mind (Philippians 4:6—7) and of letting the peace of
God rule (Colossians 3:15). A settled peace that remains after honest, prayerful seeking — not mere excitement,
and not the absence of fear — often accompanies a true calling. Persistent unease, by contrast, invites further
prayer and counsel. This sign must be handled with care, for feelings are not infallible and peace can be
counterfeited by mere wishful thinking or disturbed by ordinary anxiety. But a deep, settled sense of rightness that
survives honest scrutiny — distinct from the adrenaline of a new idea — is one of the inner confirmations God
often grants.

8. A Burden for a Particular People or Need

Calling frequently takes the form of a God-given burden — a particular people, place, or need that one cannot stop
caring about. Nehemiah’s grief over the ruins of Jerusalem (Nehemiah 1:3—4) became the seed of his calling to
rebuild its walls. Moses was moved by the suffering of his people; Paul's heart was burdened for the Gentiles and
for his own kinsmen (Romans 9:1-3). When a need will not leave the disciple alone — when a particular
brokenness in the world grips the heart and draws out compassion and resolve — God may be calling him or her
to meet it. The burden is often the first whisper of an assignment.

9. Willingness to Count the Cost

Jesus called would-be followers to count the cost (Luke 14:28-33). A genuine calling is usually accompanied not
by the avoidance of sacrifice but by a growing willingness to bear it. Where a person is willing to pay the price a
calling requires — and finds that willingness deepening rather than evaporating as the cost becomes clear — the
calling is more credible. This distinguishes calling from fantasy. Many are drawn to the imagined rewards of a role
— the influence, the admiration, the significance — while unwilling to pay its real costs. A true calling makes one
willing, by God'’s grace, to embrace the sacrifice and not merely the reward.

10. Confirmation Over Time

Finally, a true calling is confirmed by time. Hasty conclusions and dramatic single experiences are unreliable on
their own. As the disciple walks faithfully, the genuine calling becomes clearer, the false start fades, and what God
intends comes into focus. Patience is not the enemy of calling; it is one of its surest tests. Time exposes fantasies,
refines genuine desire, accumulates the witness of fruit and community, and allows circumstances to unfold. The
disciple need not fear that patient testing will cause him to miss God'’s will; the God who calls is well able to keep
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his servant from missing the way, and a calling that cannot survive patient testing was not worth rushing into.

A word on weighing the signs: these ten marks are not a checklist to be tallied mechanically, nor must all ten be
present at once. They are facets of a single discernment. Where several converge — holy desire, gifting,
community affirmation, fruit, scriptural alignment, peace — the disciple may proceed with growing confidence.
Where they conflict or are absent, the wise response is more prayer, more counsel, and patient faithfulness in the
meantime. Of all the signs, alignment with Scripture functions as an absolute boundary, while the others function
as cumulative evidence; no amount of desire, peace, or open doors can validate a course that Scripture forbids.
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5.1 A Range of Callings

Calling takes many forms, and Scripture honors them all. The table below sketches some of the principal forms,
each with its biblical grounding. None is more “spiritual” than another; each is a way of serving God and others to
his glory.

Vocational ministry Set apart to preach, pastor, teach, or Ephesians 4:11-12
lead the church

Marketplace and daily work Serving God faithfully in ordinary labor  Colossians 3:23-24

Family and home Raising children, building a godly Deuteronomy 6:6—7
household

Mercy and service Caring for the poor, sick, and suffering  Matthew 25:35-40

Mission and witness Carrying the gospel across cultures Acts 13:2-3

and distances

Civic and cultural Serving the common good in society Jeremiah 29:7
and culture

Most disciples will live out several of these at once and across different seasons. A calling to family and a calling to
vocational work are not rivals; a season of mission may give way to a season of teaching. The forms are not boxes
to be chosen between once and for all, but ways God deploys his people over a lifetime. A single disciple may be,
at one time, called to a family, a job, a ministry in the church, and a burden for a particular need — all genuinely
callings, all to be held together under the primary calling to belong to Christ.

5.2 The Dignity of Ordinary Callings

It bears repeating, because the error is so persistent, that the ordinary callings are not second-class. A great deal
of needless guilt and frustration arises from the unspoken assumption that vocational ministry or overseas mission
is the “real” calling, while everything else is a lesser settling. Scripture flatly denies this. The faithful parent shaping
the next generation, the honest worker serving neighbors through daily labor, the believer caring for the sick or the
poor — these are not waiting rooms for calling but callings in full. The God who assigns the apostle also assigns
the homemaker, and honors both. To do ordinary work in faith, with excellence, and to God’s glory is to fulfill a
genuine vocation.

5.3 Callings Can Change Across Seasons

Scripture shows callings unfolding in stages. Moses spent forty years in Egypt, forty in Midian, and forty leading
Israel — each season preparing the next. David was anointed king long before he reigned, serving first as
shepherd and musician, then as warrior and fugitive, before finally taking the throne. Paul spent years in relative
obscurity between his conversion and his great missionary work. A calling in one season does not bind the disciple
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to it forever; God may lead from one assignment to another, and earlier seasons often turn out to have been
preparation for later ones.

This frees the disciple from two errors: the fear that one wrong turn forfeits God’s purpose forever, and the
assumption that an early calling can never change. The God who calls is faithful to guide across a whole life,
redeeming even false starts and detours (Romans 8:28). The disciple looking back over a faithful life will often see
that what felt at the time like wasted or misdirected years were, in God’s hands, essential preparation. This does
not license carelessness in our choices, but it does dissolve the paralyzing fear that a single misstep can deralil
God’s good purpose for a surrendered life.

Recognizing and Responding to God's Purpose kylelauriano.com




THE KING IS COMING MINISTRY SKEPTIC SEEKER  BELIEVER  eDISCIPLEe WITNESS kylelauriano.com

STAGE: DISCIPLE SIGNS YOU ARE CALLED — DISCERNING GOD'S CALLING

6.1 The Means God Uses to Guide

God guides his people through means he has appointed. Chief among them is Scripture, “a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path” (Psalm 119:105), which sets the boundaries and shapes the values within which any
calling operates. Alongside Scripture, God uses prayer, the counsel of wise and godly believers (Proverbs 11:14),
the affirmation of the church, providential circumstances, the gifts and desires he has implanted, and the sanctified
use of reason and wisdom.

Notably, God ordinarily guides through the convergence of these means rather than through a single dramatic
sign. The disciple who waits passively for an unmistakable voice may wait in vain, while neglecting the ordinary
means through which God actually leads. Discernment is active: reading Scripture, praying, seeking counsel,
examining one’s gifts and desires honestly, weighing circumstances, stepping out in faith, and watching what God
confirms. Guidance is less often a bolt of lightning than a slow dawn, in which several lights rise together until the
way becomes clear.

It is worth dwelling on this principle of convergence, because it guards against two opposite errors. The first error
seizes on a single means and treats it as decisive in isolation — a strong feeling, an open door, a striking verse
encountered at random — and acts on it without weighing the others. This is how people justify unwise and even
sinful choices in the name of guidance: “I felt such peace about it,” or “the opportunity just opened up.” The second
error distrusts every means and waits endlessly for a certainty that never arrives. The path of wisdom lies
between: the disciple gathers the testimony of Scripture, prayer, counsel, gifting, desire, and circumstance, and
looks for them to converge. When several independent lights point the same direction — when a holy desire is
matched by gifting, affirmed by wise counsel, consistent with Scripture, and met by opening circumstances — the
disciple may proceed with growing confidence. When they point in different directions, that very conflict is itself
guidance, counseling patience and further seeking. God is not careless with those who earnestly seek to follow
him; he is well able to make a willing disciple’s path clear in his time.

6.2 The Role of the Community

Calling is discerned in community, not in isolation. The individual heart is capable of self-deception (Jeremiah
17:9), and feelings can mislead. The body of Christ provides the checks and confirmations that protect against
error: mature believers who can affirm gifting, name blind spots, and bear witness to fruit. A calling that cannot
survive the honest scrutiny of godly counsel should be held loosely.

This is why local-church involvement is so important to discernment. The disciple embedded in a community
where he or she is known, served, and held accountable has access to wisdom unavailable to the isolated seeker.
As Samuel needed Eli to interpret the voice he heard, so the disciple needs wiser believers to help discern God’s
leading. The modern instinct to settle questions of calling privately — through introspection, online research, or
solitary prayer alone — cuts the disciple off from one of God’s primary means of guidance. Calling and community
belong together, and the disciple who isolates himself in the name of seeking God’s will has, paradoxically,
abandoned one of the chief ways God makes it known.

The community serves discernment in several distinct ways. It affirms gifting, for others often see our gifts more
clearly than we see them ourselves, and can distinguish genuine ability from mere aspiration. It names blind spots,
gently surfacing the self-deceptions and unexamined motives that we cannot see in ourselves. It bears witness to
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fruit, observing over time whether God is at work in what we are attempting. And it provides godly counsel,
bringing the accumulated wisdom of mature believers to bear on our decisions. A disciple who submits a sense of
calling to this fourfold scrutiny — and is willing to hear no as well as yes — is far less likely to be misled by his own
enthusiasm or fear. The willingness to let the community genuinely speak, rather than merely seeking a rubber
stamp for what one has already decided, is itself a mark of a humble and teachable heart.

6.3 The Place of Desire and Reason

Some disciples distrust their own desires, assuming God’s will must be the thing they least want. But Scripture
suggests otherwise. The Psalmist says God will give the desires of the heart to those who delight in him (Psalm
37:4) — in part because, as the heart delights in God, he shapes its desires toward his purposes. A disciple
walking closely with God can often trust the deep, settled, holy desires of a renewed heart as one (not the only)
indicator of calling. Likewise, sanctified reason — honest reflection on one’s gifts, opportunities, and the needs
around one — is a gift of God to be used, not bypassed. God gave the disciple a mind and expects it to be
employed in discernment, under the authority of Scripture and in the company of wise counsel.

6.4 When the Calling Is Unclear

Often a disciple sincerely seeking God’s direction simply does not yet have clarity. This is not failure, and it is not
abandonment by God. In such seasons the path forward is to remain faithful in the general call — loving, serving,
growing, witnessing — while continuing to pray, seek counsel, and watch for God to open the way. Clarity
frequently comes through faithful motion, not through waiting motionless for certainty. As the old wisdom has it, it
is easier to steer a moving ship than a stationary one. Take the next faithful step in the light you have, and trust
God to redirect you if needed; a surrendered disciple in motion is far easier for God to guide than one frozen by
the fear of choosing wrongly.
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7.1 “I'll miss God’s will if | choose wrong.”

This is perhaps the most common and paralyzing misconception. It pictures God’s will as a tightrope from which a
single misstep sends one plummeting into a second-best life. Scripture offers no such picture. God’s sovereignty
is greater than our mistakes; he works all things together for good for those who love him (Romans 8:28), and he
is able to redeem and redirect a surrendered life. The disciple who sincerely seeks God, walks in obedience, and
makes the wisest decision he can is not at the mercy of a single fatal error. Make the best decision you can in
faith, and trust the sovereign God to guide and correct your course.

It helps to see where this fear actually comes from. It treats guidance as if its main purpose were to protect us from
making the wrong choice, rather than to lead us into fellowship with God and fruitful obedience. It imagines a God
who hides his will and then holds us responsible for failing to find it — a God more like a riddling sphinx than a
loving Father. But the Father Jesus revealed is not playing hide-and-seek with his children’s futures. He gives
wisdom liberally to those who ask, without reproach (James 1:5). He promises to direct the paths of those who
trust him and acknowledge him (Proverbs 3:5-6). The disciple is freed to make real decisions with real freedom,
employing sanctified wisdom, seeking counsel, and trusting that a sovereign and good God will weave even
imperfect choices into his purpose. This does not make decisions unimportant; it removes the paralyzing terror
that one wrong turn ruins everything. Perfect certainty was never on offer; faithful trust always is.

7.2 “A real calling comes as a dramatic sign.”

The dramatic callings of Scripture — burning bushes, Damascus-road lights — are memorable precisely because
they are rare. Most of God’s people, including most in Scripture, were guided by the quieter convergence of
ordinary means. To demand a dramatic sign before acting is to impose a condition Scripture never requires and to
risk endless, faithless waiting. Watch for God in the ordinary — in Scripture, counsel, gifting, desire, and
circumstance — and do not despise his guidance because it comes quietly.

7.3 “My calling must be impressive or full-time ministry.”

As established earlier, this assumes a hierarchy Scripture rejects. The temptation to measure callings by their
visibility or prestige is a worldly instinct dressed in spiritual clothing. The God who sees in secret honors the
hidden and the ordinary. Many of the most significant callings are quiet and unseen, bearing fruit that only eternity
will reveal. Seek faithfulness, not prominence.

7.4 “| feel unqualified, so | must not be called.”

Moses, Gideon, Jeremiah, and Isaiah all felt unqualified, and all were called. A sense of inadequacy is nearly
universal among those God calls, and is often a healthy sign — it drives the disciple to depend on God rather than
self. God’s pattern is to use the weak and the unlikely, that the glory may be his (1 Corinthians 1:27—-29). Feeling
unqualified is not disqualifying; refusing to depend on God is. The relevant question is not “am | sufficient?” but “is
God sufficient, and is he calling?”

7.5 “I'm too late, or I've wasted too much time.”
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Scripture is full of those called late or after long detours — Moses at eighty, the laborers hired at the eleventh hour
(Matthew 20:6-7), Paul after years of opposing the church. The God who redeems all things wastes nothing, and
is not limited by a disciple’s past. It is never too late to respond to God; the time one has is the time God gives, and
a life surrendered now, at whatever age or stage, is fully available for his purposes.
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8.1 Obedience, Not Mere Interest

A calling discerned is meant to be obeyed. Isaiah’s response to the call — “Here am I; send me” (Isaiah 6:8) — is
the model: not endless deliberation, but willing surrender. The disciples left their nets and followed (Matthew 4:20).
Calling is not finally a matter of interest or aspiration; it is a summons that asks for the whole self.

Many who sense a calling delay indefinitely, waiting for more certainty, more preparation, or more favorable
conditions. While wisdom counsels against haste, it also warns against the disobedience of perpetual delay. There
comes a point at which continued waiting is not prudence but avoidance, and at which faith must act on the light it
has. The disciple who has prayerfully discerned a calling, sought counsel, and found it confirmed must at some
point step out, trusting God with the outcome.

The reasons for delay are worth examining honestly, because they often hide behind spiritual language. “I'm
waiting for more confirmation” can mask a fear of the cost. “I need more preparation” can mask perfectionism or a
reluctance to begin until success is guaranteed. “The timing isn't right” can mask a love of comfort and a
resistance to disruption. There is a real place for waiting on God'’s timing — Scripture commends it — but the
disciple must discern honestly whether he is waiting on God or simply avoiding obedience. The pattern of
Scripture, from Isaiah’s “here am I” to the disciples leaving their nets, is that genuine calling, once discerned, calls
for a decisive yes. Faith is not reckless, but neither is it endlessly hesitant. At the appointed point, faith acts,
entrusting the outcome to the God who called.

8.2 Faithfulness in Small Things First

Jesus taught that the one faithful in little is entrusted with much (Luke 16:10). Those who aspire to large callings
are wise to be faithful in small ones now. The future leader serves quietly today; the future teacher learns and
helps in obscurity first. God commonly prepares his servants through seasons of hidden faithfulness before he
entrusts them with greater responsibility — David with the sheep before the kingdom, Joseph in the household and
the prison before the palace. Despising small assignments is a sure way to remain unready for large ones. The
disciple eager for a great calling should ask not “how do | reach the large thing?” but “am | faithful in the small
thing God has already given me?”

8.3 Trusting the God Who Called

Finally, the disciple responds in trust. The God who calls is faithful to complete what he begins: “Faithful is he that
calleth you, who also will do it” (1 Thessalonians 5:24); “he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it
until the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6). The disciple is not asked to guarantee outcomes, only to obey. The
One who issued the call takes responsibility for its fulfilment. This is the deep rest at the center of a called life: the
weight of bringing the calling to completion does not rest on the disciple’s shoulders but on God’s. Our task is
faithful availability; the outcome is his to secure.

This trust is tested most severely when a calling meets opposition, delay, or apparent failure. Joseph was called
through dreams and then sold into slavery and imprisoned for years before the calling came to fruition. Moses’s
first attempt to deliver his people ended in failure and forty years of exile. David was anointed king and then
hunted as a fugitive for years. In each case the calling was real, yet the road to its fulfillment ran through hardship
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that must have made the calling seem doubtful at the time. The disciple walking out a calling must be prepared for
such seasons, and must anchor not in visible progress but in the faithfulness of the God who called. A calling
under opposition is not necessarily a mistaken calling; it may be a genuine calling being refined and matured in the
only way deep callings ever are. The God who began the good work can be trusted to complete it, in his time and
his way, even when the disciple cannot see how.
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9.1 A Process for Discerning a Calling

For a disciple seeking to discern a particular calling, the following process offers a prayerful, God-centered
approach. It is a guide, not a formula; God is free to lead as he chooses, and this simply gathers the ordinary
means he uses.

* Anchor in the primary calling. Begin by resting in your calling to belong to Christ and to live the general
Christian life. Discern particulars from that secure place, not from anxiety.

» Be faithful in the present. Give yourself fully to the general call and to the duties already before you; clarity
often comes through faithful motion.

» Pray and search Scripture. Seek God earnestly, asking for wisdom (James 1:5), and let Scripture set the
boundaries and shape the values of your discernment.

» Examine desire and gifting honestly. What holy desires endure? What gifts has God given, confirmed by
others and by fruit?

» Seek wise counsel. Invite mature believers who know you to speak honestly into the question. Weigh their
affirmation or caution seriously.

» Watch circumstances. Notice open and closed doors and the timing of events, without treating them as
infallible.

» Step out in faith and review. Take the next faithful step, then watch for God’s confirmation through peace,
fruit, and the witness of others over time.

9.2 Study Questions for Reflection or Group Discussion

» Where does anxiety about calling show up in your life? How does the truth that “God takes the initiative”
speak to that anxiety?

» Have you rested in the primary calling to belong to Christ, or are you seeking a particular calling from a
place of insecurity? What would change if you started from security?

» Which of the ten signs are present in a calling you are currently weighing? Which are absent or unclear?

* Who are the wise believers in your life who could help you discern? Have you invited their honest counsel,
including the possibility that they might say no?

* Read the call of Moses (Exodus 3—-4). How does his reluctance, and God’s answer, speak to your own
sense of inadequacy?

* Which of the obstacles in Part VII most grips you — fear of missing God’s will, waiting for a dramatic sign,
the pull toward prestige, feeling unqualified, or feeling too late? What does Scripture say to it?

» What is the small thing God has already given you to be faithful in today, whatever remains unclear about
the future?

» What next faithful step could you take this week in the light you already have?

9.3 A Word of Encouragement
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If you are wrestling with the question of calling, take heart. The very desire to spend your life for God’s purposes is
itself a work of his grace in you, and the God who planted that desire will not leave you without guidance. You are
not required to see the whole path; you are required only to take the next faithful step and to trust the One who
leads. Walk humbly, seek him earnestly, lean on his people, and obey the light you have. The God who calls is
faithful, and he will surely lead a willing and surrendered heart into the good works he prepared beforehand for it to
walk in.
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The question of calling, which begins in anxiety for so many disciples, resolves not in perfect certainty but in
faithful trust. God calls first to himself, and from that primary calling every particular calling flows. He guides
through Scripture, prayer, community, gifting, circumstance, and time — ordinarily through their convergence
rather than through a single sign. He confirms genuine callings by fruit and by the witness of his people, and he
completes what he begins.

The ten signs offered here are not a formula but a framework: holy desire, gifting, community affirmation,
fruitfulness, providential circumstance, scriptural alignment, settled peace, a particular burden, willingness to count
the cost, and confirmation over time. Where these converge, the disciple may move forward in confidence. Where
they do not, the disciple waits, prays, seeks counsel, and remains faithful in the meantime. Throughout, alignment
with Scripture stands as the fixed boundary that no other sign can override.

The disciple is responsible for faithfulness, not for omniscience. The aim is not to decode a hidden plan flawlessly
under threat of forfeiting God'’s best, but to walk humbly and obediently with the God who calls — trusting that he
who began a good work will bring it to completion. The God who is sovereign over our mistakes, who redeems our
detours, and who takes responsibility for fulfilling the callings he issues, frees us from the tyranny of certainty and
invites us into the rest of trust. “Here am |; send me” remains the truest response to the One who calls.
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not necessarily endorsed in every particular. Readers are encouraged to test all things against Scripture (1
Thessalonians 5:21).
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